Filologia del
testo inglese
medievale

CdL 1n Lingue e Letterature Europee e Americane
A.A. 2020/21

PROF. OMAR KHAILAF




Writing in Anglo-Saxon England

Literacy in Anglo-Saxon England = use of Latin alphabet
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Introduction of some graphs expressing typically Anglo-Saxon sounds:

/0/ = voiceless dental fricative
/0/ = voiced dental fricative

/u]/ = velar approximant



Writing in Anglo-Saxon England

Literacy in Anglo-Saxon England = use of Latin alphabet

Introduction of some graphs expressing typically Anglo-Saxon sounds:

/0/ = voiceless dental fricative > rune p (thorn)

/0/ = voiced dental fricative =~ > uncial d (eth)

/uy/ = velar approximant > rune p (wynn)



Writing in Anglo-Saxon England

Christianity was brought in England by the Romans and the Irish, but two Irish
alphabetic forms were first used to write texts:
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Christianity was brought in England by the Romans and the Irish, but two Irish
alphabetic forms were first used to write texts:

» Uncial (4th cent.): basically majuscule (bilinear writing) with the strokes of some
graphs (D, H, L, F, G, P) going over the bilinearity of the system.

London, British Library, MS Cotton Vespasian A.i, ‘Vespasian Psalter’



http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/Viewer.aspx?ref=cotton_ms_vespasian_a_i_f002r

Writing in Anglo-Saxon England

Christianity was brought in England by the Romans and the Irish, but two Irish
alphabetic forms were first used to write texts:

» Uncial (4th cent.): basically majuscule (bilinear writing) with the strokes of some
graphs (D, H, L, F, G, P) going over the bilinearity of the system.

London, British Library, MS Cotton Vespasian A.i, ‘Vespasian Psalter’

» Half-uncial (5th-6th cent.): minuscule with characters (impefectly) compressed to
fit the bilinear system.

Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS Auct. D.2.19, ‘Rushworth Gospels’



http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/Viewer.aspx?ref=cotton_ms_vespasian_a_i_f002r
https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/inquire/Discover/Search/#/?p=c+0,t+,rsrs+0,rsps+10,fa+,so+ox%3Asort%5Easc,scids+,pid+b708f563-b804-42b5-bd0f-2826dfaeb5cc,vi+2c346831-325d-48c8-bdfe-27ae3ec008d6
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Writing in Anglo-Saxon England

Just before the 9th cent., new writing forms started to be used in England, based on
the half-uncial:

» insular half-uncial: characters are more round and strokes are more compressed to
fit the bilinear space. Used for religious texts:

London, British Library, MS Nero D.iv, ‘Lindisfarne Gospels’
(fol. 197)



http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/Viewer.aspx?ref=cotton_ms_nero_d_iv_fs001r

Writing in Anglo-Saxon England

Just before the 9th cent., new writing forms started to be used in England, based on
the half-uncial:

» insular half-uncial: characters are more round and strokes are more compressed to
fit the bilinear space. Used for religious texts:

London, British Library, MS Nero D.iv, ‘Lindisfarne Gospels’
(fol. 197)

» insular minuscule: quadrilinear writing — with marked upper and lower strokes. It
would become the standard insular writing,



http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/Viewer.aspx?ref=cotton_ms_nero_d_iv_fs001r

Writing in Anglo-Saxon England

New writing = expression of national identity

» pointed minuscule (9th cent.): angular-shaped characters.
Oxford, Bodleian Library MS Hatton 20, Gregorv’s Pastoral Care (trans.)



https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/inquire/Discover/Search/#/?p=c+0,t+,rsrs+0,rsps+10,fa+,so+ox%3Asort%5Easc,scids+,pid+47cd3bda-cd9f-43bb-87cc-4876eec3c67a,vi+d0c8ca91-7144-4a09-bf43-558b2d895f22

Writing in Anglo-Saxon England

New writing = expression of national identity

» pointed minuscule (9th cent.): angular-shaped characters.

Oxford, Bodleian Library MS Hatton 20, Gregorv’s Pastoral Care (trans.)

» square minuscule (10th cent.): square-shaped characters.
London, British Library MS Add. 47967, Orosius’ Historza (trans.)



https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/inquire/Discover/Search/#/?p=c+0,t+,rsrs+0,rsps+10,fa+,so+ox%3Asort%5Easc,scids+,pid+47cd3bda-cd9f-43bb-87cc-4876eec3c67a,vi+d0c8ca91-7144-4a09-bf43-558b2d895f22
http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/Viewer.aspx?ref=add_ms_47967_fs001r

Writing in Anglo-Saxon England

New writing = expression of national identity

» pointed minuscule (9th cent.): angular-shaped characters.
Oxford, Bodleian Library MS Hatton 20, Gregorv’s Pastoral Care (trans.)

» square minuscule (10th cent.): square-shaped characters.
London, British Library MS Add. 47967, Orosius’ Historza (trans.)

» round minuscule (11th cent.): round-shaped characters; strong influences from
carolingian minuscule.

London, British Library MS Cotton Tiberius B.v, The Marvels of the East



https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/inquire/Discover/Search/#/?p=c+0,t+,rsrs+0,rsps+10,fa+,so+ox%3Asort%5Easc,scids+,pid+47cd3bda-cd9f-43bb-87cc-4876eec3c67a,vi+d0c8ca91-7144-4a09-bf43-558b2d895f22
http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/Viewer.aspx?ref=add_ms_47967_fs001r
http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/Viewer.aspx?ref=cotton_ms_tiberius_b_v!1_f002r

Writing in Anglo-Norman England

12th cent.

strong cultural influence from the Continent > introduction of the gothic script
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12th cent.

strong cultural influence from the Continent > introduction of the gothic script

Gothic: very edgy script — it resembles the pointed arches typical of the gothic
churches.

Oxford, Bodleian Library MS 264, Alexander and Dindimus (15th cent.)



https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/inquire/Discover/Search/#/?p=c+0,t+,rsrs+0,rsps+10,fa+,so+ox%3Asort%5Easc,scids+,pid+ae9f6cca-ae5c-4149-8fe4-95e6eca1f73c,vi+e9485781-c355-4831-b975-5b0b50e1fdf6

