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of Catalonia
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Landscape Act
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Decree for the 
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Landscape Act (2006)

CONTEXT OF LANDSCAPE POLICY

(20 October 2000)



The Landscape Observatory is the place where theoretical reflection and practical
application come together at the service of landscape policies. 

©Arxiu d’imatges de l'Observatori del Paisatge de Catalunya (Paisatges Verticals)

ABOUT THE LANDSCAPE OBSERVATORY



A shared, open, receptive meeting point, 
midway between civil society, government 
and academic and professional sectors. 

©Arxiu d’imatges de l'Observatori del Paisatge de Catalunya (Ignasi López)



Advisory body of the Government of Catalonia and raises awareness about landscape.

Cooperates with the Government of Catalonia and the local authorities when it comes to 
implementing the ELC, the Catalan Landscape Law, and landscape policies.

A meeting point between the Government of Catalonia, local government, universities, 
professional groups and social and cultural groups referring to the landscape.

Acting as a centre for landscape research, documentation, reflection and action.

ABOUT THE LANDSCAPE OBSERVATORY



The landscape is the result of the confluence between different gazes, perceptions, 
interpretations and sensibilities.

©Arxiu d’imatges de l'Observatori del Paisatge de Catalunya (David Zagarzazu)



Landscape is both a physical reality (it can be touched, listened to, or walked) and the mental 
construction and representation that we culturally make of it. It is the physiognomy of a 
territory with all its natural and anthropic elements and, at the same time, the feelings and 
emotions that it awakens when we contemplate it.



Knowledge is fundamental for taking decisions regarding the landscape, at both local and 
national level. It is important to generate, to share and to transfer knowledge and 
methodologies to all of society, inviting participation from all its stakeholders.

© Irene Navarro
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GOVERNMENT
ACTIONS

EL CONTEXTO DE APOYO

ACTIONS THAT SHOULD BE DONE BY ALL ADMINISTRATIONS AND
FOR ALL LANDSCAPES

COOPERATION 
ACTIONS 

BETWEEN 
GOVERNMENT

S1.Recognise 
landscapes in law

2. Integrate 
landscape into all 
the government 

policies

12. Cooperate
in Europe

3. Identify 
landscapes

4. Evaluate 
landscapes

5. Define 
landscape 

quality 
objectives

6. Protect
landscapes

7. Manage 
landscapes

8. Plan 
landscapes

9. Follow
the evolution of 

the changes 

10. Promocionar la 
educación y la 

formación

THE CONTEXT OF SUPPORT

10. Promote education 
and training

11. Increase the 
awareness of the 

value of the 
landscapes

Council of Europe Landscape Convention
Relationship with the activity of the Landscape Observatory



Support for landscape policies at territorial scale

ACTIVITY



Support for landscape policies at territorial scale
Landscape Catalogues



Eight Landscape Catalogues for the 
eight Territorial Zoning Plans

Support for landscape policies at territorial scale
Landscape Catalogues



PROPOSALS WORKSHOP

Definition of Landscape 
Quality Objectives

Proposal of measures and 
actions

Fhase 3 Fhase 4

Landscape
characterisation

Landscape
assessment

Fhase 1 Fhase 2

Support for landscape policies at territorial scale
Landscape Catalogues



Support for landscape policies at territorial scale
Landscape Catalogues



Support for landscape policies at territorial scale
Landscape Catalogues



Values  natural  ·  aesthetic  ·  historic  ·  social use  ·  symbolic  ·  productive

Support for landscape policies at territorial scale
Landscape Catalogues



Landscapes treasure an extraordinary 
diversity of values: natural, aesthetic, 
historic, social, symbolic and productive. 
These values are acknowledged both by 
the scientific community and by the general 
public, from the knowledge of specialists to 
the perceptions and opinions of civil 
society. 

The landscape values are acknowledged both by the scientific community and by the 
general public, from the knowledge of specialists to the perceptions and opinions of civil 
society.



Available at www.catpaisatge.net

Seminar Publication

29-30 September 2011



Spaces on tension and opportunity



Landscape Quality Objectives



Support for landscape policies at territorial scale
Landscape Catalogues



Support for landscape policies at territorial scale
Landscape Catalogues



Landscape Catalogues

Landscape quality 
objectives and  

Landscape Directives

Town and country planning

When the landscape catalogues 
have been approved by the 
minister, the Government uses the 
Landscape Quality Objectives and 
the proposals in order to approve 
Landscape directives, which will 
become obligatory conditions.

Support for landscape policies at territorial scale
Landscape Directives



Support for landscape policies at territorial scale
Landscape Directives



Support for landscape policies at territorial scale
Application to Landscape Integration Studies



Available at www.catpaisatge.net11 - 12 November 2010

Seminar Publication



Seminar

26 - 27 April 2023
Governing The Landscape To Plan The Territory



Seminar

19 April 2024
The Landscape And The Color. Percepetion, Meaning And Intervention



Support for landscape policies at territorial scale

Landscape as an active asset for sectoral policies (energy transition, tourism, heritage, etc)

ACTIVITY



Energy transition
Wind energy and landscape

The Observatory has prepared guidelines for developers and professionals to fit the 
wind turbines into the landascape in accordance with the diversity of landscapes of 
Catalonia and the values recognised in the landscape catalogues.



Energy transition
Wind energy and landscape



Energy transition
Solar energy and landscape



Visor de energías renovables, DVPDT, 2021

Energy transition
Solar energy and landscape



Heritage policies
Implementation in Catalonia of Spain’s Cultural Landscape Plan



Seminar Publication

Available at www.catpaisatge.net16 - 17  October 2014



Seminar Publication

17 - 18 June 2022 Available at www.catpaisatge.net



Infraestructures
Project for a new section of the C-37 road (Olot bypass)



Tourism strategies
Tourism, roads and landscape



Tourism strategies
Tourism, roads and landscape



Seminar Publication

Available at www.catpaisatge.net9 - 10 May 2018



Support for landscape policies at territorial scale

Landscape as an active asset for sectoral policies (energy transition, tourism, etc.)
Collaboration with local communities

ACTIVITY



Collaboration with local communities
European comparison of landscape planning instruments

Available at www.catpaisatge.net



www.catpaisatge.net

Collaboration with local communities
Website with resources for the local communities



Collaboration with local communities
Cerdanya Cross-border Landscape Plan of La Cerdanya



Collaboration with local communities
Cerdanya Cross-border Landscape Plan of La Cerdanya





The landscape at the center of 
the development

Collaboration with local communities
Priorat-Montsant-Siurana Landscape Management Plan





A space for exchange, debate and 
collective work of the different
local initiatives in landscape
management and planning

Collaboration with local communities
“Territoris pel Paisatge” (Territories for the Landscape)



Collaboration with local communities
Courses for local government



Support for landscape policies at territorial scale

Landscape as an active asset for sectoral policies (energy transition, tourism, etc.)
Collaboration with local communities

Internacional cooperation and advice

ACTIVITY



The Landscape Observatory acts as an 'antenna' in the world and as an 'antenna of the 
world' in Catalonia in relation to landscape policies.

International cooperation and advice



International cooperation and advice
Participation in international networks



Di
n
A4

International cooperation and advice
Andorra's National Landscape Strategy in the 2035 horizon



International cooperation and advice
Andorra's National Landscape Strategy in the 2035 horizon



Support for landscape policies at territorial scale

Landscape as an active asset for sectoral policies (energy transition, tourism, etc.)
Collaboration with local communities

Internacional cooperation and advice
Education and training

ACTIVITY



The map of 
landscape units has 
been incorporated
into secondary
school textbooks

Education and training
Secundary school



Education and training
Secundary school. País, territori, paisatge



134 landscape units Selection of 12 landscapes

Education and training
Secundary school. País, territori, paisatge



Education and training
Secundary school. New activity Som agents del paisatge



Seminar Publication

Available at www.catpaisatge.net19 - 20 November 2009



Education and training
Collaboration with Bachelor’s, Master's and Postgraduate courses



Support for landscape policies at territorial scale

Landscape as an active asset for sectoral policies (energy transition, tourism, etc.)
Collaboration with local communities

Internacional cooperation and advice
Education and training

Knowledge generation and exchange

ACTIVITY



Knowledge generation and exchange
Organization of seminars and conferences



Knowledge generation and exchange
Organization of seminars and conferences



Available on www.catpaisatge.net

Three collections

Knowledge generation and exchange
Own publications and co-publications



Knowledge generation and exchange
Own publications and co-publications



Knowledge generation and exchange
Own publications and co-publications



Knowledge generation and exchange
Own publications and co-publications



Support for landscape policies at territorial scale

Landscape as an active asset for sectoral policies (energy transition, tourism, etc.)
Collaboration with local communities

Internacional cooperation and advice
Education and training

Knowledge generation and Exchange
Communication and awareness-raising

ACTIVITY



Communication and awareness-raising
Website

www.catpaisatge.net
Entirely in Catalan, 
Spanish, English and 
French

It provides a lot of 
information on landscape
(documents, initiatives, 
bodies, training...) at 
international level

Visited from more than 100 
countries



Published in Catalan, 
Spanish and English

Three-monthly

Subscription via the website

Communication and awareness-raising
Newsletter “Landscap-e”



A selection of landscape news in 
different languages.

Weekly

Subscription via the website

Communication and awareness-raising
Newsletter “Dietary de Paisatge”



A loudspeaker for activities on 
landscape that take place in 
Catalonia and the rest of the
world.

Published in Catalan, 
Spanish and English

Monthly.

Suscripción a través de la web.

Communication and awareness-raising
Newsletter “Landscape Agenda”



https://vimeo.com/155361299

Communication and awareness-raising
Video “Landscape belongs to everyone”



https://vimeo.com/1103750795?share=copy#t=1065

Communication and awareness-raising
Video “Making and being landscape”



Communication and awareness-raising
Television programme on the 134 landscape units



Communication and awareness-raising
Exhibition “Persistent Landscapes”

Promoted by the Government and curated by
the Landscape Observatory, in Palau Robert.

More than 50.000 visitors.



In its 15-year 
history, 700 
volunteers have
inventoried more 
than 39,000 dry
stone
constructions.

Communication and awareness-raising
WIKIPEDRA. Collaborative portal on dry stone constructions



Communication and awareness-raising
WIKIPEDRA. Collaborative portal on dry stone constructions



Communication and awareness-raising
WIKIPEDRA. Collaborative portal on dry stone constructions



Support for landscape policies at territorial scale

Landscape as an active asset for sectoral policies (energy transition, tourism, etc.)
Collaboration with local communities

Internacional cooperation and advice
Education and training

Knowledge generation and exchange
Communication and awareness-raising

Documentation

ACTIVITY



Documentation
Landscape Documentation Centre

Collection of more than 4,000 documents included in the
Collective Catalogue of the Universities of Catalonia



arxiu.catpaisatge.net

Documentation
Landscape Observatory Image Archive





To collaborate with and advise the authorities 
(at all levels) and Catalan society on landscape 
issues.

Generate knowledge and methodologies, and 
promote exchange between government, 
academia, professionals and civil society.

Consolidate itself as a meeting point for broad 
sectors of society (academic, political, 
professional, social, cultural, economic).

Encourage the creation of spaces for dialogue 
and cooperation between government and civil 
society and between the public and private 
spheres.

SOME CHALLENGES



Detecting and promoting debate on emerging 
issues (organising seminars, conferences, 
preparing publications, etc.).

Putting landscape priorities on the political agenda.

Promote training, education initiatives and 
awareness-raising campaigns.

Consolidate itself as a research and documentation
centre.

Overseeing international initiatives, and 
cooperating with institutions and organisations 
worldwide.

SOME CHALLENGES



Arxiu d’Imatges de l’Observatori del Paisatge (Borja Ballbé)

www.catpaisatge.net


