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What do you know about the Commission?



THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION:

THE EU'S POLITICAL EXECUTIVE

#ExploretheEU
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A short introduction to the EU

• Competences 

• EU law

The European Commission

• Overview

• Four main roles

In this presentation…

The EU in the future
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Main institutions involved in EU legislation

Source: Google Maps
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Division of competences

COMPETENCES

EXCLUSIVE SHARED SUPPORTING

- Trade

- Competition
- Agriculture 

- Environment

- Tourism 

 - Education

€
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Primary Legislation

Secondary Legislation

Non-bindingBinding

REGULATIONS DIRECTIVES DECISIONS RECOMMENDATION

/

Consumer
rights

Microsoft
Economic

governance
Roaming

EU law

Treaties
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Some facts about the European Commission

+ 30,000 
employees

+ 60 buildings 
in Brussels

-34 Directorates-General
-16 service departments

-6 executive agencies

established 
in 1958 
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is the 

political 

executive

1

acts as a 

college

2

promotes 

the general 

interest of 

the Union

3

The European Commission
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RIGHT  OF INITIATIVE

POLICY & BUDGET IMPLEMENTATION

GUARDIAN OF THE TREATIES

INTERNATIONAL DIMENSION

The 4 roles of the Commission

https://www.y outube.com/watch?v =nWpgO1EPO_Y

http://creadata.pro/ec-char-timeline-2/web/
http://creadata.pro/ec-char-timeline-2/web/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nWpgO1EPO_Y
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Initiating laws and policies

legislative

proposals

Civil Society NGOs Businesses Local authorities

Consultation and impact assessment

Drafting law
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RIGHT  OF INITIATIVE

POLICY & BUDGET IMPLEMENTATION

GUARDIAN OF THE TREATIES

INTERNATIONAL DIMENSION

The 4 roles of the Commission

http://creadata.pro/ec-char-timeline-2/web/
http://creadata.pro/ec-char-timeline-2/web/
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The benefits of the EU’s long-term budget explained
How countries, people and businesses benefit from the 2021-2027 EU budget

New priorities require new funds

The EU budget combines resources at European 

level.

As well as funding the EU’s priorities, it  finances 

big infrastructure and research projects. 

EU budget also helps fund responses to 

challenges that go beyond its borders, such as the 

coronavirus pandemic, climate change and the 

threat of terrorism.
Agriculture and 

environment

Investment Plan 

for Europe

Research and 

innovation

Fight against 

terrorism

Regional 

development

Challenge of 

migration

COVID-19 

response
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EU budget: Where does the money come from?
2021-2027 

Custom duties

Levied on imports of products from 
non-EU countries

Value-added tax

0,3% levied on countries’ VAT 
bases calculated in 
accordance with agreed EU 

rules

National contributions

The Gross National Income (GNI)-
based contributions from Member 
States is the largest revenue 

source for the EU budget.

Plastic own resource

Revenue based on the
non-recycled plastic 
packaging waste

Source: images unsplash.com
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Long-term budget 2021-2027 & Next Generation EU
Rebuilding Europe with largest package ever financed through the EU budget, of EUR 2 trillion*

• (current prices, EUR billion)
• ** MFF: EU long-term budget, also known as MFF (Multiannual Financial Framework)

• Source: The EU’s 2021-2027 long-term budget & NextGenerationEU: Facts and Figures

MFF**: Next Generation EU
Post-COVID recovery

instrument

TOTAL

I. Single Market, Innovation and Digital €149.5 €11.5 €161.0

II. Cohesion, Resilience and Values €426.7 €776.5 €1203.2

III. Natural Resources and Environment €401.0 €18.9 €419.9

IV. Migration and Border Management €25.7 - €25.7

V. Security and Defence €14.9 - €14.9

VI. Neighbourhood and the World €110.6 - €110.6

VII. European Public Administration €82.5 - €82.5

Total €1 210.9 €806.9 €2.018

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d3e77637-a963-11eb-9585-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
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Rebuilding Europe after Covid-19
Next Generation EU

The European Commission is leading 

the recovery post-COVID.

Europe will become greener, more 

digital and more resilient.

20% of the Recovery and Resilience Facility 
Funds will be invested in the EU’s Digital 
Transformation

30% of long-term budget and NextGeneration EU 
will be spent on fighting climate change

Source: “A Greena nd Digital Europe” image ec.europa.eu, unsplash.com 

Source: The EU’s 2021-2027 long-term budget & NextGenerationEU: Facts and Figures

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d3e77637-a963-11eb-9585-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
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EU programmes – Funding opportunities
2021-2027 EU budget

Erasmus+EU4Health
Horizon Europe

InvestEU

Creative Europe

Just Transition FundCitizens, Equality, Rights and Values

Recovery and Resilience Facility

Digital Europe programme

Galileo

Healthy food

Sustainable Development

RescEU

Source: images ec.europa.eu, shutterstock, OHB, Fotolia, Frontex, Pixabay  



THE EU'S POLITICAL EXECUTIVE18

RIGHT  OF INITIATIVE

POLICY & BUDGET IMPLEMENTATION

GUARDIAN OF THE TREATIES

INTERNATIONAL DIMENSION

The 4 roles of the Commission

http://creadata.pro/ec-char-timeline-2/web/
http://creadata.pro/ec-char-timeline-2/web/


THE EU'S POLITICAL EXECUTIVE19

EU infringement procedure

Detection of possible incompliance

BusinessPublic NGO

Informal dialogue

Explanations requested 
by the Commission

INITIAL PHASE

- Complaints registered
- Own-initiative cases opened by the Commission

STRUCTURED DIALOGUE BETWEEN

COMMISSION AND MEMBER STATE
-In 2021 the resolution rate at this stage was 81% 

PRE-LITIGATION PROCEDURE

- Letter of formal notice
- Reasoned opinion

LITIGATION PROCEDURE (referrals to the Court)
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Guardian of the treaties / Member States
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Fined €2.6 billion

Google

Guardian of the treaties – companies

Source:: Competition Policy (europa.eu)

https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/index.cfm?clear=1&policy_area_id=1c
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RIGHT  OF INITIATIVE

POLICY & BUDGET IMPLEMENTATION

GUARDIAN OF THE TREATIES

INTERNATIONAL DIMENSION

The 4 roles of the Commission

http://creadata.pro/ec-char-timeline-2/web/
http://creadata.pro/ec-char-timeline-2/web/


THE EU'S POLITICAL EXECUTIVE23

Development 

cooperation & 

humanitarian aid

Representing the EU in the world

Common

Foreign and 

Security Policy 

Neighbourhood 
Policy &

Enlargement 

Negotiations

International

 agreements
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The EU in the future
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