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The origins of Padua

. Data SIO, NOAA, U.S. Navy, NGA, GEBCO
% Image Landsat / Copernicus

3rd century BC: Roman
conquest of Northern Italy

2nd-1st century BC: contacts
and alliances between Padua

and Rome

49 BC: Padua became a
Roman municipium



Padua in the Roman age

These cities are situated high above the marshes; near to them is Patavium, the finest of all the cities in this
district, and which at the time of the late census was said to contain 500 equites. Anciently it could muster an
army of 120,000 men. The population and skill of this city is evinced by the vast amount of manufactured
goods it sends to the Roman market, especially clothing of all kinds. It communicates with the sea by a river
navigable from a large harbour [at its mouth], the river runs across the marshes for a distance of 250 stadia.

Strabo, Geography, 5, 1, 7

Still, in amount of population, their city does not seem to be surpassed by any with the exception of Rome.
I have heard that in a census taken within our own times, there were enumerated five hundred citizens of
Gades of the equestrian order, a number equalled by none of the Italian cities excepting that of the Patavini.

Strabo, Geography, 3, 5, 3
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Padua in the Roman Age
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Traces of the Roman age in Padova

The funerary enclosure
of Palazzo Maldura

Urban street in the bar
Gancino
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Traces of the Roman age in Padova:
the local archaeological Museum

Mosaics

Architectural elements

Funerary monuments




Padua: Roman bridges still in use

Padua, Molino bridge



Padua: Roman bridges

Padua, San Lorenzo bridge

Padua, Altinate bridge



Padua: San Lorenzo bridge




Padua: the River Harbour
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Padua: the theatre




Padua: the theatre

The discovery in 1775 DELL
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Padua: the theatre

The rediscovery in 1984




Padua: the theatre

The rediscovery in 2017




Q
|
e
©
()
i -
)
()
i -
e

Padua

iscovery in 2017

The red




Padua: the theatre

The survey




Padua: the theatre

The survey




Padua: the theatre

The sampling of building materials: stones and binders

Padova, Prato dolla Valle - Pianta doi rosti el teatro romano.
Rillevo: A. Piazza, F. E. Peruzzo, opin
Elaborazione: C. Previato, M. Volpin
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Padua: the theatre

The sampling of building materials: stones and binders
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Padua: the theatre

Building materials: stones

o

85 stone samples analysed,
4 lithotypes identified

calcare di
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31%

calcare di
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calcare dei
colli berici
41%




Padua: the theatre

Building materials: stones
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Building techniques

Padua: the theatre
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the theatre

Padua

Building techniques




Padua: the theatre

Building techniques




the amphitheatre

Padua




Padua: the amphitheatre




Legend

— preserved structures

reconstructed
structures

Padua: the amphitheatre
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Padua: the amphitheatre




Padua: the amphitheatre

Building materials and techniques: core in opus caementicium + facing in opus vittatum: rectangular blocks of
Berici limestone of standard dimensions (18-25 x 13 cm) in horizontal courses




Padua: the amphitheatre

Building materials and techniques: courses of bricks used as horizontal bonds between the two facings

Bricks of 30 x 21 x 7,5 cm




Building materials and techniques

Padua: the amphitheatre
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Padua: the amphitheatre

Building materials and techniques: pillars made of squared blocks of Euganean trachyte
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Padua: the amphitheatre

Building materials and techniques: the foundation platform made of opus caementicium
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