BOUNDLESSNESS

from white indentured servants to black slave laborers. They wanted to
diminish the presence and power of a white proletariat, armed and
numerous, African slaves seemed to offer a solution to the problem of
class conflict within white society. Slavery enabled planters 1o develop
a disfranchised and disarmed black work force. Negative images of
blacks that had predated the institutionalization of slavery in English
America dynamically interacted with economic and political develop-
ments on the stage called Virginia.

Driven by immediate economic interests and blinded by a short time
horizon, the planters had not carefully thought through what they were
doing to black people as well as to American society and future gen-
erations. They had created an enslaved “giddy multitude” that constantly
threatened social order. “As it is,” Jefferson cried out, “we have the wolf
by the ears, and we can neither hold him, nor safely let him go. Justice
is in one scale, and self-preservation in the other.” Jefferson had hoped
America would be able to abolish slavery and remove the blacks. But,
by then, it was too late. Like Caliban, blacks had been forced 1o become
slaves and serve in “offices that profited” their masters, who, unlike
Prospero, could not simply free them and leave the island. “All torment,
trouble, wonder, and amazement inhabits here,” the English theatergoers
heard the old counselor Gonzalo pray. “Some heavenly power guide us
out of this fearful country!”e
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1829, Walker published his revolutionary thoughts in an Appeal
#2¢ Colored Citizens of the World. Southern legislators denounced
pamphlet as ‘“‘seditious” and restricted its circulation; even northern
abolitionists like Benjamin Lundy and William Lloyd Garrison
cized it as “inflamatory” and “injudicious.” A year later, Walker
£, mysteriously. What he had presented was a candid, disturbing
szsessment of the condition of blacks: they had been reduced to slaves
z&e South and pariahs in the North.?
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Slavery and Its Discontents

Racial Borders in the Free States

v few blacks lived in the North. They were “free,” for the northern
s had abolished slavery after the American Revolution. In 1860,
represented 225,000, or a hardly noticeable one percent, of the
 population. Their presence was far from pervasive, and blacks
szvzainly did not threaten the racial homogeneity of white society, Yet
:may were the target of virulent racism. “The same schools do not receive
- zhildren of the black and European,” Alexis de Tocqueville observed

NLIKE INDIANS, blacks were not outside white society’s “bor- ;
the 1830s.

ders”; rather they were within what James Madison called the

“bosom” of the republic, living in northern ghettos and on
southern plantations. David Walker lived in both of these worlds. Born
in North Carolina in 1785, he was the son of a slave father and a free
mother, Walker himself was free: according to southern law, children
inherited the status of their mothers. Living below the Mason-Dixon
Line was a painful contradiction for him: he saw people who shared his
color defined as property. Somehow, Walker learned to read and write;
he studied history and pondered why blacks in America were in such 2
wretched condition.!

Walker continued to reflect on this question after he moved to Boston,
where he sold old clothes. Freedom in northern society, he realized, was
only a facade for the reality of caste. Blacks were allowed to have only
menial jobs. *Here we are — reduced to degradation,” Walker observed.
“Here we are cleaning the white man’s shoes.” Resentful of stereotypes
of blacks as savages, Walker countered that whites were the true bar-
barians: the enslavement of blacks, the selling and whipping of slaves —
such practices were signs of savagery, not civilization. Slavery, he be-
lieved, could be destroyed only through violence, “Masters want us for
their slaves and think nothing of murdering us in order to subject us to |
that wretched condition — therefore, if there is an attempt made by us,
kill or be killed.”2

in the theaters gold cannot procure a seat for the servile race beside
their former masters; in the hospitals they lie apart; and although
shey are allowed to invoke the same God as the whites, it must be at
-z different altar and in their own churches, with their own clergy. The
..gates of heaven are not closed against them, but their inferiority is

- continued 1o the confines of the other world. When the Negro dies,
~his bones are caste aside, and the distinction of condition prevails
-zven in the equality of death.*

“Indeed, everywhere in the North, blacks experienced discrimination
mzd segregation. “The colored people are . . . charged with want of desire
7 education and improvement,” a black protested, “vet, if a colored
man comes to the door of our institutions of learning, with desires ever
s strong, the lords of these institutions rise up and shut the door; and
men you say we have not the desire nor the ability to acquire education.
wis, while the white youths enjoy all these advantages, we are ex-
zded and shut out, and must remain ignorant.” Transportation facil-
s were often segregated. In Philadelphia, blacks were allowed to ride
waly on the front platforms of streetcars, and New York City had sep-
arate buses — one exclusively for blacks. Told their presence in white
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residential districts would depreciate property values, blacks found
themselves trapped in squalid slums.’ ‘ . .

Although they were free, blacks were restricted in their right to vote.
Ironically, the political proscription of blacks often accompanied the
advance of democracy for whites. In 1821, for example, ti.1e New YoFk
constitutional convention expanded suffrage for free ‘.‘wi}ue” male cit-
izens: they had to own property, or they could qqahfy in otl?cr ways
such as paying taxes, serving in the militia, and working on the h;ghways. :
On the other hand, blacks were required to be property owners in order |
to vote. The Pennsylvania constitutional convention of 1838 was more
direct: it simply established universal “white” manhood suffrage and -
thus disfranchised blacks completely. . o

Blacks also suffered from attacks by white workers. T1mg gnd again
in northern cities, white mobs invaded black commgnities, lglhng liia'ck ;
people and destroying their homes and churches. Phllacle‘lphm, thle city ‘:.
of brotherly love,” was the scene of several bioody antiblack riots. In-
1834, rampaging whites forced blacks to flee thc? city. Seven years 1ater,. ;
in Cincinnati, white workers used a cannon against blacks, who armed
themselves to defend their families. The mayor then persx.laded abgut
three hundred black men to be jailed for their own security, assuring
them that their wives and children would be protected.l But the whise.
rioters attacked again, and order was not restored until the governor:

s. .
Sen{f;(f:)iﬁli of discrimination, segregation, and violence,'biacks in the
North encountered a powerful cluster of negat'ive racial images. These
stereotypes contributed to the cond.itio.ns of racial degradation and pov-
erty, which, in turn, reinforced prejudice. ' ) .

Blacks were denounced as “immature,” “indolent, ancli good-fozw
nothing.” As one white Pennsylvanian charged, they were “simply u_nﬁt, |
“naturally lazy, childlike.” Stereotypes of black§ as children wereklmkgé
to notions of black intellectual inferiority. In his research on racial dif
ferences in intelligence, Dr. Samuel Morton of Philadelphml\ measuted
the cranial capacities of the skulls of whites and blacks. ch.ilmg thas
those of whites were larger, Dr. Morton concluded that whites were
more intelligent. But the skulls of the whitfas 'that Morton examined
belonged to men who had been hanged as criminals. Ti'xus, as hlSFOIlE&‘E
Thomas E. Gossett has remarked, it “would have bee:} just as logical =
conclude that a large head indicated criminal t(.endlenaes.” This presuss:
ably “scientific evidence™ of black mental infemonty,- ho?vever, .wlas used
to support the notion of white supremacy and to justify racial segre:

- gation, An Indiana senator, for example, declared in 1850: “The same
power that has given him a black skin, with less weight or volume of
“brain has given us a white skin, with greater volume of brain and intellect;
~and that we can never live together upon an equality is as certain as that
"m0 two antagonistic principles can exist together at the same time.”’
~+ While northern whites generally viewed blacks as childlike and men-
~zzlly deficient, they also feared them as criminals. During the 182z0s,
“Fennsylvania’s governor expressed apprehension about the rising crime
zate among blacks, and newspapers repeatedly reported Negro burglar-
ies, Negro robberies, and Negro assaults against whites. The image of
zhe black criminal led whites to restrict black migration into certain
szates. Ohio and Indiana required entering blacks to post a $500 bond
3 a guarantee against becoming a public charge and as a pledge of good
‘pehavior, The editor of an Indiana newspaper demanded the law be
zaforced in order 1o “drive away a gang of pilferers.””
- Moreover, blacks were seen as threats to racial purity — what Ben-
min Franklin had described as “the lovely White.” In Pennsylvania,
nites petitioned the legislasure to enact an antimiscegenation law, and
fadiana and Illinois prohibited interracial marriages. Everywhere, white
wcial sentiment abhorred white and black relationships. “It is true,”
weserved Tocqueville, “that in the North . . . marriages may be con-
smzcted between Negroes and whites; but public opinion would stig-
imatize as infamous a man who should connect himself with a Negress,
ez it would be difficult to cite a single instance of such a union.” Fears
miscegenation triggered demands for exclusion and political pro-
sription. In a petition to the Indiana legislature, whites called for the
~zxclusion of blacks, warning that their wives and daughters would be
sulted and abused by those Africans.” At the 1847 Illinois consti-
zional convention, a delegate explained that the failure to restrict black
wigration was tantamount to allowing blacks “to make proposals to
=arry our daughters.” Efforts to disfranchise blacks were often ac-
wmmpanied by denunciations of interracial sex. A delegate to the 1821
“ew York constitutional convention advocated the denial of suffrage to
iiacks in order to avoid the time “when the colors shall intermarry.” In
sssconsin, opponents of black suffrage warned that political rights
znted to blacks would encourage them to “marry our sisters and
daughters,”s
Fears of interracial unions stirred demands for segregated schools.
Tutes petitioned the Indiana Senate to establish segregated schools. The
wmmittee on education agreed that the Negro race was inferior and
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First came, led by an old driver carrying a whip, forty of the largest
and strongest women I ever saw together; they were all in a simple
- uniform dress of a bluish check stuff, the skirts reaching little below
the knee; their legs and feet were bare; they carried themselves loftily,
*each having a hoe over the shoulder, and walking with a free, powerful
'swing, like chassenrs on the march. Behind came the cavalry, thirty
w-strong, mostly men, but a few of them women, two of whom rode
" astride on the plow mules. A lean and vigilant white overseer, on a
- brisk pony, brought up the rear.?

that the admission of Negro children “into our public sci}ools would
ultimately tend to bring about that feeling which favour. t1‘1e1r amglgarln-
ation with our own people.” When Massachusetts prohabuedl raCLﬁl dis-
crimination in the public schools, a northern newspaper cnl::d: Now
the blood of the Winthrops, the Otises, the Lymans, the Endicotts, and
the Eliots, is in a fair way to be amalgamated ‘Witl"l the ,Sambos, the
Catos, and the Pompeys. The North is to be Africanized.”

The North for blacks was not the promised land. Although they were .
not slaves, they were hardly free. Under slavery, they were forced to
work; as wage-earners, they were excluded from many jobs. In Nc?w |
York, white dock workers attacked blacks secking employment. In Clln-
cinnati, white mechanics opposed the training of young blacks, .and white
cabinet shop workers demanded the dismissal of a recently i_nred bla_ck
worker. Unable to find skilled jobs, many blacks were pushed into menial
labor. In the 1850s, 87 percent of New York’s gainfu[l)'r employed blacks
held menial jobs. Blacks were painfully aware of thglr grim prospects.
“Why should I strive hard and acquire all the constituents of a man,”"
a young man complained bitterly, “if the prevailing genius of t%}e land :
admit me not as such, or but in an inferior degree! Pardon me if I feel
insignificant and weak. . . . What are my pros.pects? To what sha'll tum.
my hand? Shall { be a mechanic? No one will employ me; white boys
won’t work with me. ... Drudgery and servitude, then, are my pro
spective portion,”? '

A slave described the routine of a workday: “The hands are required
z2 be in the cotton field as soon as it is light in the morning, and, with

¢ exception of ten or fifteen minutes, which is given to them at noon
sz swallow their allowance of cold bacon, they are not permitted to be
moment idle until it is too dark to see, and when the moon is full,
ey often times labor till the middle of the night.”” After they left the
2ids, they had more work to do. “Each one nust attend to his respective

ores. One feeds the mules, another the swine — another cuts the wood,
amd so forth; besides the packing [of cotton] is all done by candle light.
Fmally, at a late hour, they reach the quarters, sleepy and overcome with

o

Ze long day’s toil,"12

~“To manage this enslaved labor force, masters used various methods
¢ discipline and control. They sometimes used kindness. “Now I con-
sznd that the surest and best method of managing negroes, is to love
zem,” a Georgia planter explained. “We know . . . that if we love our
zarse, we will treat him well, and if we treat him well, he will become
z=ntle, docile and obedient . . . and if this treatment has this effect upon
i the animal creation . . . why will it not have the same effect upon
zwes?” But masters also believed that strice discipline was essential and
#at power had to be based on fear. South Carolina’s Senator James
Hammond, owner of more than three hundred slaves, fully understood
2z need for the absolute submission of a slave to his master: “We have
> rely more and more on the power of fear. We are determined to
‘antinue masters, and to do so we have to draw the reign [sic] tighter
wmd tighter day by day to be assured that we hold them in complete
smeck.” Employing psychological reins, masters tried to brainwash their

wes into believing they were racially inferior and racially suited for

aadage. Kept illiterate and ignorant, they were told they were incapable

caring for themselves.13

“To many white southerners, slaves were childlike, irresponsible, lazy,

Was Sambo Real?

Meanwhile, in the South, four million blacks were sla}ves, representmg';
35 percent of the total population in 1860. L‘lkc Caliban, they serveé._.
the Prosperos of the master class. They constitutesi the essential labor:
force in southern agriculture for tobacco, hemp, rice, sugar, and espe-.
cially cotton cultivation. The majority of the slaves worked on planta-
tions, agricultural production units with more thgn twenty slaves.
Work on the plantations, according to historian Kenneth Stampp:
began early in the morning when a horn awakelned the 'slaves an houf__
before daylight. “All work-hands are [then] required to rxse“and prepa
their cooking, etc. for the day,” a plantation ma!nual stated. “The seconé.
horn is blown just at good day-light, when it is the duty of the drives
to visit every house and see that all have left for the field.” Work w 5
highly regimented. A glimpse of plantation labor was captured by &
traveler in Mississippi:
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affectionate, and happy. Altogether, these alleged qualities represented
a type of personality — the Sambo.

“Slaves never become men or women,” a traveler in the South com-
mented. Slavemasters frequently referred to adult blacks as “grown up
children,” or “boys” and “girls.” Regarding themselves as guardians,
they claimed their slaves had to be “governed as children.” Unable to
plan for their future, slaves would not “lay up in summer for the wants
of winter” and “accumulate in youth for the exigencies of age,”s

Slavemasters repeatedly complained about the problem of laziness, :
saying their black laborers had to be supervised or they would not work.
If slaves were freed, they would become “an insufferable burden to
society.” Slavemasters insisted that blacks had to be kept in slavery; -
otherwise they would surely become “indolent lazy thievish drunken,”
working only when they could not steal.’s

But slavemasters also cherished the bonds of affection they claimed -
existed between themselves and their childlike slaves. In his Black Dia-
monds Gathered in the Darkey Homes of the South, Edward Pollard®
exclaimed: “I love to study his affectionate heart; 1 fove to mark tha:
peculiarity in him, which beneath all his buffoonery exhibits him as 2
creature of the tenderest sensibilities, mingling his joys and his sorrows
with those of his master’s home.” Slaveholders described their slaves as
the happiest people in the world, working little and spending the rest
of their time “singing, dancing, laughing, chattering, and bringing up
pigs and chickens,” “At present we have in South Carolina,” one slave-
holder boasted, “‘two hundred and fifty thousand civilized and peaceable
slaves, happy and contented. . . .” In their private journals, masters re-
corded moments of closeness with their slaves. One of them scribbled
into his diary on January 1, 1859: “The hands as usual came in to grees
the New Year with their good wishes — the scene is well calculated w
excite sympathies; notwithstanding bondage, affections find roots in the
heart of the slave for the master.”'¢ :

But the boast betrayed nervousness. The image of the slave as Sambe
had special significance: the whole Western world was ideologically op-
posed to southern slavery, and therefore masters felt compelied to justi
their peculiar institution as a “positive good.” If they could show tha
their slaves were happy and satisfied with their condition, then perhagp
they could defend themselves against their moral critics. They insistz
that “ours is a patriarchal institution.now, founded in pity and protectios:
on the one side, and dependence and gratitude on the other.”™”

The planter class also had to persuade the white nonslaveholders «

: -&%e'South that‘sIavery was right, In 1860, only 5.5 percent of the southern
| jifi’llte population were staveholders. In fact, the vast majority of whites
2ad no vested economic interest in slavery. One of them, an Alabama

zarmer, was asked by a northern visitor whar he thought about eman-
~@ipatng the slaves, and he replied:

’Weli, I'll tell you what I think on it; Pd like it if we could get rid on
em o youst. I wouldn’t like to hev ’em freed, if they was gwine to
hang *round. They ought to get some country and put ’em war the
could be by themselves. It wouldn’t do no good to free ’em, and Ie{
‘em hang ’round, because they is 50 monstrous lazy; if the),f hadn’t
- got x.mbocly to take keer on ’em, you see they wouldn’t do nothin’
but juss nat’rally laze ‘round, and steal, and pilfer, and no man
couldn’t live, you see, war they was — if they was free, ne man
couldn’t live — and this ere’s the other. Now suppose they’was free
you see they’d all think themselves just as good as we, of course they’
would, if they was free. Now, just suppose you had a family of chil-
. dren, how would you like to hev a niggar steppin’ up to your darter?
Of course you wouldn’t, and that’s the reason 1 wouldn't like to he\:‘
. ‘em free; but I tell you, I don’t think it’s right to hev ’em slaves so:
that’s the fac — taant right to keep “em as they is, ¥ ,

Thus, there were moral misgivings among white southerners them-
&ﬁves. _“We must satisfy them that slavery is of itself right,” the defenders
:t_he institution declared, “that it is not a sip against (;od.” Time and
2gain they insisted that the slavemaster was “enlightened,” “humane,”
ﬁd “(,:}’n:fstian,’.’ and tl_lat the slave was “submissive,” “docile:”
Appy,~ “conscious of his own inferiority and proud of being owned
- governed by a superior,”19
gg\:snzsrlr;is;?:i };zcrln ciigué)ts about the moralif:y .Of. thc? pf:-culiar Insti-
n. “Sl , ed the governor of Mississippi, “is an evil at
St ‘Slmilarly, a white Virginian anxiously confessed: “This, sir. is a
Tistian community. Southerners read in their Bibles, ‘Do unt(; a[l,men
you would have them do unco you’; and this golden rule and slaver
e hard to reconcile.” One slaveholder Jotted in his diary: “Oh wha)t,
_‘ub‘le, — running sore, constant pressing weight, perpetual wearing
ipping, is this patriarchal institution! What miserable folly for men t(;
#ag to it as something heaven-descended. And here we and our children
*er us.must groan under the burden — our hands tied from freeing
wrselves.” Few slaveholders could “openly and honestly look the thing
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[slavery] in the face,” a European traveler in the South observed. “They
wind and turn about in all sorts of ways, and make use of every argu-
ment . .. to convince me that the slaves are the happiest people in the
world.”

While claims that slaves were Sambos helped to comfort anguished
consciences, they also offered the masters psychological assurances that
their slaves were under control. Surely happy slaves would not come at
night and slit the throats of their masters. In reality, slaveholders were
terrified by the specter of slave rebellion, Aware of the bloody slave:
revolts in Santo Domingo in the r790s, they were warned by an Amer-;
ican official in Haiti: “Negroes only cease to be children when they -
degenerate into savages.” After the brutal suppression of the 1822 Den-
mark Vesey slave conspiracy in Charleston, a worried South Carolina :
staveholder warned that blacks were “barbarians who would, IF THEY -
COULD, become the DESTROYERS of our race.”?! '

Holding what Thomas Jefferson had calied the “wolf by the ears,
masters lived in constant dread of slave insutrection. Southern news
papers frequently reported news of slave unrest and “evidences of a very
unsettled state of mind among the servile population.” Married to 2
Georgia planter, Frances A. Kemble reported that slaves were “a threat
ening source of constant insecurity’” and that “every southern woman’ :
lived in terror of her slaves. A Louisiana slaveholder recalled tense times :
“when there was not a single planter who had a calm night's rest,” and’
when every master went to bed with a gun ar his side.22

Here was a society almost hysterically afraid of a black “giddy mul-
titude.” The master-slave relationship was dynamic, contradictory, and
above all uncertain. Sambo existed and did not exist. What was the
reality? How did the slaves themselves view their own behavior?

There were slaves who appeared to be Sambos, Asked about whether
he desired freedom, a slave replied to a curious visitor: “No, massa, me
no want to be free, have good massa, take care of me when I sick, never
’buse nigger; no, me no want to be free.” In a letter to his master whe
was away on a trip, a slave ended his report on plantation operations:
“The respects of your affec. Svt. unto D[eath] in hopes ever to meri
your esteem. Your most dutiful servant. Harford.”2 :

But slaves who behaved like Sambos might not have actually beex
Sambos: they might have been playing the role of loyal and congerta;
slaves in order to get favors or to survive, while keeping their inner selves
hidden. Masters themselves sometimes had difficulty determining =
slave’s true personality. “So deceitful is the Negro,” a master explained.

-f{hat as far as my own experience extends ] could never in a single
astance decipher his character. . . . We planters could never get at the
zruth.” For many slaves, illusion protected them from their masters. “The
only weapon of self defence thar | could use successfully, was that of
deception,” explained fugitive slave Henry Bibb, Another former slave
fzs_cpiained that one had to “know the heart of the poor slave — learn
a1s secret thoughts — thoughts he dare not utter in the hearing of the
white man.”"2

Indeed, many slaves wore masks of docility and deference in order
0 .shroud subversive plans. Every year thousands of slaves became fu-
zitives, making their way north to freedom, and many of these runaways
“had seemed passive and cheerful before they escaped.

No more peck o’ corn for me,
No more, no more;

No more peck o’ corn for me,
Many tousand go.

No more driver’s lash for me,
No more pint o° salt for me.
No more bundred lash for me.
No more mistress call for me.2s

: After his flight north, fugitive J. W. Loguen received a letter from his
tormer owner, “You know that we reared you as we reared our own
_ children,” wrote Mrs. Sarah Logue; “that you was never abused and
- that shortly before you ran away, when your master asked you i% you
: fwould like o be sold, you said you would not leave him to go with any
_i}o_dy.” In his reply, Loguen caustically remarked: “Woman, did you
Taise your own children for the market? Did you raise them for the
_?.'hippmg—post?” The ex-slave boldly proclaimed his love for Iib'erty-:

‘Wretched woman! Be it known to you that I value my freedom .
-more, indeed, than my own life; more than all the lives of ali the slav.e-‘
holders and tyrants under heaven, "2

' Sometimes a slave would play the role of Sambo and then strike
directly at his tyrant. Slavemaster William Pearce told one of his erring
slaves that he would be whipped after supper. When the slave was called
out, he approached Pearce submissively. As soon as he was within strik-
ing distance, the slave pulled out a concealed ax and split his master’s
‘head. Nat Turner, according to historian Stampp, was “apparently as
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humble and docile as a slave was expected to be.” In Virginia on Au-
gust 22, 1831, he led seventy fellow slaves in a violent insurrection that
lasted two days and left nearly sixty whites dead. After his arrest, Turner
made a statement to the authorities. His master, he acknowledged, was
“kind”: “in fact, I had no cause to complain of his treatment to me.”
Burt Turner had had a religious experience: “I had a vision — and I saw
white spirits and black spirits engaged in barttle . . . and blood flowed in
streams. .. .”" A voice told him to wait for a sign from heaven: “And
on the appearance of the sign, (the eclipse of the sun last February) {
should arise and prepare myself, and slay my enemies with their own
weapons.” Turner carried out his mission, and a white Virginian ner-
vously observed: “It will long be remembered in the annals of our coun-
try, and many a mother as she presses her infant darling to her bosom,
will shudder at the recollection of Nat Turner.” The slave rebel’s action
was a frightening revelation to white southerners: smiling and holding
his hat in hand, Sambo could be planning their destruction.??

The reality for many staves may have been even more complex and
subtle than a duality of roles. Some Sambo-like behavior may have been
not so much a veil to hide inner emotions of rage and discontent as a
means of expressing them. Lying, stealing, laziness, immaturity, and
ignorance all contained within them an aggressive quality: they consti-
tuted, in effect, resistance to efficiency, discipline, work, and
productivity,

“MHands won’t work unless | ain in sight,” a Virginia planter scribbled
angrily in his diary. ““I left the Field at 12 {with] all going on well, but
very little done after [that].” Slaves occasionally destroyed tools and
machinery and treated farm work animals so brutally that they fre-
quently crippled them. “They can neither hoe, nor ditch, chop wood,
nor perform any kind of labor with a white man’s skill,” complained
a master. *They break and destroy more farming utensils, ruin more
carts, break more gates, spoil more cattle and horses, and commit more
waste than five times the number of white laborers do.” A continual
problem for masters was the stealing of chickens and pigs. But slaves
often viewed the matter differently: they were simply “taking” property
{pigs) for use by other property (themselves). In other words, the mas-
ter’s “meat” was taken out of “one tub” and put in “another.” “When
I tuk the turkey and eat it,” a slave said, ““it got to be a part of me.”
This appropriation seemed justified because their weekly food allowance
was so meager, and their masters were profiting from their labor. Slaves
saw themselves as exploited workers. Even as they shucked corn, they

sang:
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Massa in the great house, counting out his money,
Obh, shuck that corn and throw it i the barn.
Missis in the parlor, eating bread and honey,

Ob, shuck that corn and throw it in the barn.

§§£senting the unfair appropriation of their labor, many slaves feigned
diness and lied in order to aveoid work. One planter complained that
slaves were sick on workdays but not on Sundays. One slave managed
0 avoid work for many years by claiming he was neatly blind; after the
-.?svil War, he was suddenly able to see again and became a successful
farmer, Where masters perceived the destructiveness, lying, and laziness
- of their slaves as mischievous, childish, and irresponsible behavior
siaves saw refusal to be exploited.2 ’
Unlike slaves on the plantation, many slaves in the cities did not have
> engage in such ambiguity. In 1860, there were 70,000 urban slaves.
They labored in textile mills, iron furnaces, and tobacco factories. Many
i:_f Fhem had been “hired out” and were working as wage-earners. The
siring-out system generally involved a contract that specified the wage
. the length of service, some assurances concerning treatment, and thé
type of work to be performed. In a contract signed on January 1, 1832
sor example, C. W. Thruston and his brother promised “to pay jame;
~ Brown Ninety Dollars for the hire of Negro Phill until 25 Dec. next.
: ;:‘md we agree to pay taxes & doctor bills. Clothe him during said time
. & return him . . . with good substantial cloth . . . shoes and socks and
- a blanket.”»
.In this case it appears that the master found the job for his slave, but
zinsl was not always the practice. Slavemasters would often simply let
their slaves find their own jobs and require them to make weekly pay-
ments. In effect, slaves were-renting their own labor from their masters.
One Savannah slave used the hiring-out system imaginatively. First, he
purchased his own time from his master at $250 ayear, paying in mon;hly
‘mstallments. Then he hired about seven or eight staves to work for him.
‘The hiring-out system ruptured the border between stavery and free-
dom because it gave slaves a certain amount of bargaining power. While
waveling through Richmond, Virginia, an English visitor overheard a
- conversation between a slave and a prospective employer:

many

I was rather amused at the efforts of a marker gardener to hire a
young woman as a domestic servant. The price her owner put upon
her services was not objected to by him, but they could not agree
about other terms. The grand obstacle was that she would not consent
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to work in the garden, even when she had nothing else to do. After
taking an hour’s walk in another part of town I again met the two
at the old bargain. Stepping towards them, I now learned.that she
was pleading for other privileges — her friends and favourites must
be allowed to visit her. Ar length she agreed to go and visit her pro-
posed home and see how things looked,

Unlike a plantation slave, this woman could negotiate her terms, insisting
on certain work conditions almost as if she were a free laborer.®!

Hiring out weakened the slave system. No longer dircct.Iy under 'thc
supervision of their masters, slaves could feel the !oos?n_mg of reins.
They took care of themselves and had many of the privileges of free
persons. In fact, they were sometimes called “free sla_ves.” Many qf them
were even permitted to “live out” — to make their own hous;ng ar-
rangements by renting a room or a house. Living away from their mas-
ters’ watchful eves, they enjoyed a degree of independence. Though t}}ey
were slaves, they were in contact with free laborers, black and white,
and saw what it meant to be free. “Hundreds of slaves in New Orleans,”
Frederick Law Olmsted noted as he traveled in Louisiana, “must be
constantly reflecting and saying to one another, ‘I am as capable of taking
care of myself as this Irish hod-carrier, or this German market-gardener;
why can’t [ have the enjoyment of my labor as well as they? I am as
capable of taking care of my own family as much as they of theirs; why
should I be subject to have them taken from me by those men who calt
themselves our owners?’ 3

No wonder one white southerner complained: “The cities is no place
for niggers! They get strange notions into their heads and grow d.iscon;
tented. They ought, every one of them, be sent onto the plantations.
A Louisville editor claimed that “negroes scarcely realize(d] the fact thar
they [were] slaves” in the city. They became “insolent, mtractablle, and
in many cases wholly worthless.” They made “free' negroes their asso-
ciates,” “imbibing” their feelings and imitating their conduct. Another

white southerner anxiously described the behavior of slaves in New

Orleans: “It was not unusual for slaves to gather on street corners at
night . . . where they challenged whites to attempt to pass, hurled taunts
at white women, and kept whole neighborhoods disturbed by shogts
and curses. Nor was it safe to accost them, as many went armed with
knives and pistols in flagrant defiance of all the precautions of the Black
Code.” Utban slaves did not behave like Sambos.? N ‘

How did plantation slaves behave during the Civil War as federat
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troops destroyed the authority of the slave system? The war, as historian
Eugene Genovese observed, was “the moment of truth.” Everyone —
white and black — understood the meaning of the conflict, “There is a
war commenced between the North and the South,” a planter told his
staves. “If the North whups, you will be as free a man as I is, If the
South whups, you will be slaves all your days.” Information about the
war circulated through the slave quarters. Pretending indifference, house
servants listened intently as their masters talked among themselves about
the military and political events of the conflict, *““We’se can’t read, but
we’se can listen,” a South Carolina slave told Union soldiers.

When slave Abram Harris heard that his master had been killed in .
the war, he felt loss and sorrow. “Us wus boys togedder, me en Marse
Hampton, en wus jist er bout de same size,” he said. “Hit so did hurt
me when Marse Hampton got kilt kase I fubed dat white man.” There
were other instances of slave affection. “I shall never forget the feeling
of sickness which swept over me,” recalled a former slave. “I saw no
reason for rejoicing as others were doing. It was my opinion that we
were being driven from our homes and set adrift to wander, | knew not
where. I did not relish the idea of parting with my young master who
was as true a friend as I ever had.” Occasionally, expressions of loyalty
were accompanied by demands for respect. One slave told his master:
“When you’all had de power you was good to me, and I’l] protect you
now. No nigger, nor Yankee, shall touch you. If you want anything, call
for Sambo. [ mean, call for Mr, Samuel — that’s my name now.”3

Slave Dora Franks felt very differently as she overheard her master
and mistress discussing the war: “He say he feared all de slaves 'ud be
took away. She say if dat was true she fee} lak jumpin’ in de well. I hate
to hear her say dat, but from dat minute I started prayin’ for freedom.”
What was most striking was the way the presence of federal troops in
an area stimulated noticeable changes in slave behavior. A few days after
Union soldiers camped near her plantation, a slaveholder wrote in her

- diary: “The Negroes are going off in great numbers and are beginning

to be very independent and impudent.” In The War Time Journal of a
Georgia Girl, Eliza Andrews described the strange behavior of one of
her slaves. Alfred, “one of the most peaceful and humble negroes on the
plantation,” was charged with attacking a white man. “I hope there is
some mistake,” she commented fearfully, “though the negroes are getting
unruly since the Yankees are so near.”” Mrs. Mary Jones recorded similar
disillusionment in her diary. “The people are all idle on the plantations,
most of them secking their own pleasure,” she wrote on January 6, 1863,
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“Susan, a Virginia Negro and nurse to my little Mary Ruth, went off
with Mac, her husband, to Arcadia the night after the first day the
Yankees appeared. ... She has acted a faithless part as soon as she
could.” On January 2.1, she reported that her “faithful” cook, Kate, had
suddenly left the plantation. Disappointed and angry, Jones concluded:
“Their condition is one of perfect anarchy and rebellion.™

Indeed, during the war, plantation discipline generally disintegrated.
“The wretches [are] trying all they can,” complained a slaveholder in
Texas, “it seems to me, toO agrivate me, taking no interest, having no
care about the future, neglecting their duty.” Many slaves engaged in
work slowdowns; others refused to work. Masters had difficulty ex-
tracting obedience. With the coercive power of the government focused
on the battlefronts, many slaves became assertive, redefining their re-
Jationships with their masters.’’

Slaves were impatient, ready to break for freedom. An old slave whe
had fled to the Union lines told the Yankees: “Ise cighty-eight year old.
Too ole for come? Mas’r joking. Neber too ole for leave de land
bondage.” During the war, some haif million slaves ran off to the federsl
lines. In 1863, a northern clergyman asked a Virginia slave whether ske
had heard of the Emancipation Proclamation. “Oh, yes, massal” she
responded, “we all knows about ity only we darsn’t let on. We pretends
not to know. 1 said to my ole massa, “What’s this Massa Lincoln is goizg
to do to the poor nigger? I hear he is going to cut ‘em up awful bad.
How is it, massa?’ [ just pretended foolish, sort of.”” Shortly after the
conversation, she ran off to the Union lines. Another slave rememberes
the day the Union troops arrived at his master’s plantation located a5
the coast of South Carolina: “De people was all a hoein’. ... Dey =z
a hoein’ in de rice-field, when de gunboats come. Den ebry man dr:
dem hoe, and leff de rice. De mas’s he stand and call, ‘Run to de w
for hide. Yankee come, sell you to Cuba! run for hide!” Ebry man i
run, and my God! run all toder way! Mas’r stand in de wood. ..
say ‘Run to de wood!” an ebry man run by him, straight to de boaz.™

Watching their once loyal slaves suddenly bolt for the Union Emes
many white southerners jettisoned their opinions about their slaves
Sambos. Emily C. Douglas was shocked that her trusted slaves
deserted her: “They left without even a good-bye.” Notions of sk
docility were nullified, “You can form no idea of my situation and arw
of mind,” an overseer wrote to his employer in 1863. “All is anas
and confusion here — everything going to destruction — and the:
groes on the plantation insubordinate — My life has been several cme

in ” '

Chiﬁiarx;ﬁeirr.l I:oln the mtflds ?f many whites, blacks had changed from

ol nto ‘f:;ages. Thf faithful slave’ is about played out,” a slave-

oo 1t;;3rly. Tl}f:y.arfe the most treacherous, brutal, and

gracehul ¢ de on the globe, Smpiar[y, a Georgia planter conder,nned

e g ; ude ev:nf:ef:l_by the African character.” “This war has taugh
e perfect impossibility of placing the least confidence in any Negrf) ’E

he observed, I
‘ . In too numerous instanc
es, those we
| -have been the first to desert us.”> ’ csreemed the most

) I\I/Iany of the deserters were women. For th
5 . ;

&c;znat; ;nne;r:]lnigjkforhthey had experienced bondage in different ways
_ . Lake the men, they worked in th
: , / n the fields and the factori
_-gif:e asowolmejn, they were also important for the reproductioico(}nt;st;
Save i)ra;;u ation. The federal government had prohibited the African
save Sup; l;nmrc ioS,daS? ;t)he South had depended on natural increase
£ onded labor. Slave women were view “

- ed a ”
_md the laws allowed masters to separate slave children frons-1 preeders

#rs and sell them. A South Caroli
e arolina court, for example,

zmslaved women

em, freedom had a par-

their moth-
ruled that “the
.. stand on the same footing as animals.” As mothers

)

bore a peculiarly h
won ¥ heavy burden und
anew their children were not even legally theirs and couie; bSéaVCI‘Y- i

fumhthem.o Mothers were especially distressed over the fut
- ga te}r}s. ne mother, Margaret Garner,
ot shsﬂ ; w:n‘r;;)ﬁ)zl}lli 1o be1 jpprehended near Cincinnati, she killed her
i, o Siwoe’ never know,” Garner exclaitmed, “what a
rhan sulf ) ave. Hers were the anguish and rage of a slave
rmented feelings explored by novelist Toni Morrison in

H

soved. 0

As sla
s sl \\;’eesr,cn;;ny wo.me::j folllmd that more than their labor and their
propriated: their bodies wer
i . e regarded as
e . roperty t
wﬁaecé tcc)) satisfy the erotic pleasures of their masters. “The ;}))unlijshnfenc:
e meng ngn;fn Sxa_&eded mdintensity the punishment suffered by
, a Davis argued, “for women
; . were not only whi
= ;nutﬁlaged, they were also raped.” A former female sia\?:: Happ'ed
: A . 1
° iu?:si, fa made a ls:mzlar observation: “Slavery is terrible ’for meri:-t
i;] stbar r?lore terrible for women. Superadded to the burden commor;
@; (,)wnez Aaveﬁ\;frongs, and sufferings, and mortifications peculiarly
= .~ As a fifteen-year-old slave, Jacob
s herself had b ictimi
Town Ass » Jace een victimized
et e Vﬂr He peopled my young mind with unclean images, such
%h y e monster could think of,” she recalled. “He toid,me I
is property; that I must be subject to his will in all things I

taken away
. ure of their
tried to escape with her daugh-
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shuddered to think of being the mother of children that should be-ow:gg,
by my. .. tyrant. I knew that as soon as a new ffmcy took hlf‘ﬂ, by
victims were sold far off to get rid of them; especially if they had childres.
I had seen several women sold, with his babies at the breast: He nevw
allowed his offspring by slaves to remain long in sight. of hlmsei.f amg
his wife.” Sexual exploitation of enslaved women was w1dcspr'ea}d in the
South. The presence of a large mulatto population .stood as Vi\’:ld prosal
and a constant reminder of such sexual abuse. “Like the patrl'archs.éizﬁ
old,” a southern white woman bitterly complained, “our men live alt i
one house with their wives and their concubines; and the mulat{oes ozt
sees in every family partly resemble the white childr_en. An.y lady is rea
to tell you who is the father of all the mulatto ch:l.dren in everybodfgf
household but her own. These, she seems to think, drop from the
clouds,”*

smocher to him, the slave thought. Under her care, he was “well-off”:
ahad a straw bed with a cover, plenty of food, and clean clothes. “Why
#weuld I hang down my head, and speak with bated breath, when there
=5 no pride to scorn me, no coldness to repel me, and no hatred to

‘mspire me with fear?” Sophia seemed to say to him: “Look up, child;
giaa't be afraid,
But the slave system soon came down on both of them, Shortly after
Fraderick joined the Auld household, he developed a strong desire to
=arn to read, and Sophia gladly agreed to teach him, The boy was
precocious and learned quickly. Sophia seemed almost as proud of his
smogress as if he had been “her own child” and told her husband about
2z new pupil. Hugh Auld scolded her severely, forbidding her to give
#zz young slave any further lessons. “If you give a nigger an inch he will
ke an ell,” he angrily lectured her. “Learning will spoil the best nigger
zthe world,” Master Auld’s fury had a damaging effect on Sophia. Her
zzsband’s “iron sentences, cold and harsh,” disciplined her, and like
w1 obedient wife,” she set herself like a “flint” against Frederick’s
sducation. “In ceasing to instruct me,” he later wrote, “my mistress had
o seek to justify herself to herself. . . . She finally became even more
sofent in her opposition to my learning to read than Mr. Auld himself.”
Sk spied on him and even interrogated him about his activities. When-
wwer she caught him reading a book, she would snatch it away,
i But Douglass’s sense of selfhood had already been formed, and his
“=xperiences in Baltimore reinforced his inner urge for freedom, Urban
“@avery was not as closed and coercive as plantation slavery. Indeed, in
-ZBalimore, which had a large population of free blacks, Douglass saw
shat not all blacks were slaves. “I was living among freemen, and was
# all respects equal to them by nature and attainments. Why should I
o2 a slave?” On the wharves, the young slave met two Irishmen who
~mid him about the free society of the North, and he went home with
-zhoughts of escape and freedom pounding in his head. The city also
-affered Douglass educational opportunities. Once he understood that
xnowledge could be a path to freedom, he was determined to educate
#amself, He carried a copy of Webster's Spelling Book in his pocket when
‘&e went outside to play and took spelling lessons from his white play-
mates. He bought an antislavery book, The Columbian Orator, with
money he had earned from blackening boots. In the urban environment,
A2 had greater freedom of movement and contact with a wider variety
f people and ideas than slaves on the plantation. “It is quite probable,”
Douglass speculated, “that bur for the mere circumstance of being thus

Slave Son, White Father

One of these mulatto slave children was Frederick Douglass. A's a yourg
slave child on a Maryland plantation, he had been sent by his mastez,
Thomas Auld, to live with his grandparents, Betsey and Isaac Bail
Grandmother Bailey was in charge of the children of the younger sl._a-.tzﬁ ‘
women. Her cabin was isolated, located twelve miles from the plantaties :
and far away psychologically from the reality of slavery.“‘l l,i,ad alwars
lived with my grandmother on the outskirts of the plantation, Dougla-;ﬁ ‘
later recalled. “I had therefore been . .. out of the way of the bloogs
scenes that often occurred on the plantation.”# o
Douglass’s childhood years at Grandmother Baﬂey s home v.m
happy and secure. Frederick was never hungry, fx?r his grandmother was
skillful at fishing and farming. “Living here, with my deaf old grand-
mother and grandfather,” he noted later, “it was a long time before. :
knew myself to be a slave. . .. Grandmothe.r and_grandfather were é%e;
greatest people in the world to me; and being \ylth them so snggly m
their own little cabin — I supposed it to be their own — knowing ms
higher authority over me . . . than the authority of grandmamma, for
time there was nothing to disturb me,”® ]
But this period turned out to be somewhat shorF. Asa young b{}})
Douglass was placed in the home of Hugh Auld, his master’s brothes:
who lived in Baltimore. Sophia Auld had not owned slaves before, and..
she initially regarded him as “a child, like any other.: Her own soa,
Tommy, and Frederick “got on swimmingly together.” She was like &
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removed {to Baltimore), before the rigors of slavery had been fully.fas—
tened upon me, before my young spirit had been c:;ushed under Fhe iron
control of the slave driver, I might have continued in slavery until eman-

i by the war ¢ .
api/tlzdstez Thomas Auld realized he had made a mistake. He complam_ed
that “city life”” had influenced Frederick “perniciously’ and made hl}l:fl _
restless. Consequently, Auld placed the sixteefl~3‘rear-olc1‘ slave und(lar t ;e
supervision of slave-breaker Edward Covey. His instructions were simple
and clear: Frederick was “to be broken,” transformed psychologically
into an obedient slave. “To make a contented slave,” Douglass later
explained, “you must make a thoughtless one. ... He must.be abi? to
detect no inconsistencies in slavery, The man who talkes his earnings
must be able to convince him that he has a perfect right to .do so. It
must not depend on mere force — the slave must know no higher law
than his master’s will. The whole relationship must not only demonstrate
to his mind its necessity, but its absolute rightfuln‘:fss.”“’

Reduced 1o a field hand for the first time in his life, 'Douglass was sg
cruelly whipped and overworked that he f,el.t Covey had indeed schei?e
in breaking his spirit. “My natural elasticity was crushed; my inte ;ct
languished; the disposition to read depax{ted; the cheerful spgrk that
lingered about my eye died out; the dark night of slavery closed in u%qg
me, and behold a man transformed to a brute!” But the young man di
not realize how greatly Grandmother Bailey, Sophia Aulf:l, and Balnf?ore
had unfitted him for slavery. Thus, though he‘found hxml.self in a “sort
of beast-like stupor between sleeping and waking,” he S.tiﬂ gaz‘f:d at the
sailboats skimming across Chesapeake Bay anfi exclaxmfad: You are
loosed from your moorings, and free. I am fast in my chains, and aﬁnba
slave! . .. O, that I were free!...I will run away. ... I had as well be

i ing as die standing,”**

kl“é‘ii:;‘ :elnsged the slave’s digscontent and was determiped to stamp gut
any thoughts of freedom. While working in the treadmg yard Om‘iﬂ ot

August day, Douglass collapsed from heat and exhaustion. Toi‘lk ;o

respond to Covey’s order to get up and work, he was savagely kic ed.

Bleeding profusely, he crawled to Master Auld, pleading for protecci:nog

from the inhuman slave-breaker. Instead, he was scolded and or e‘r‘c

to return to Covey. Douglass had not expected Auld to protect h‘a‘m ba.s

a man,” but he had hoped his master would at least protect him “as #is

3249 i

pmggggi'ass knew he had to defend himself. Balck at Cov.ey’s.fart‘rf, Ee

violently resisted the slave-breaker's efforts to tie and whip him. “The
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fighting madness had come upon me, and | found my strong fingers
firmly attached to the throat of the tyrant, as heedless of consequences,
at the moment, as if we stood as equals before the law. The very color
of the man was forgotten. . . . I held him so firmly by the throat that his
blood followed my nails.” In this Supreme moment of physical confron-
tation, Douglass felt something profound, *“I was a changed being after
that fight. I was nothing before — I was 2 man now. ., . I had reached
the point at which I was noz afraid to die. This spirit made me a freeman
in fact, though I still remained a slave in form.”’so
The fight with Covey taught him a lesson he would always remember:
“A man.without-force: is without the essential dignity of humanity.”
Years later, after Douglass escaped from slavery and was active in the
abolitionist movement in the North, he broke from the moral suasion
approach of William Lloyd Garrison and moved toward the violent
strategy of radical abolitionist John Brown. After his meeting with Brown
in 1847, Douglass became less confident in the peaceful abolition of
slavery, “My utrerances became more and more tinged by the color of
this man’s strong impressions.” Two vears later, Douglass announced
that he would welcome the news that the slaves had rebelled and were
spreading “death and devastation” in the South. In 1859, he justified
Brown’s attack on Harpers Ferey — a bold attempt to seize arms from
an arsenal and lead slaves in armed insurrection. “Capt. Brown has
initiated a new mode of carrying on the crusade of freedom,” Douglass
declared, “and his blow has sent dread and terror throughout the entire
ranks of the piratical army of slavery,”st

Yet violence against the oppressor was not easy for Douglass to em-
brace. Slavery, as he had experienced it, was too complicated and too
contradictory for him to have a single and clear set of attitudes toward
white southerners. The raised knife of revolt would be aimed not only
at people tragically ensnared in a vicious system, bur also at people he
cared about — Sophia Auld and perhaps even his own father.

Douglass was never certain about his paternity. “In regard to the e
of my birth, I cannot be definite as I have been respecting the place. Nor,
indeed, can { impart much knowledge concerning my parents.” But he
thought that his father might have been Master Thomas Auld. “I was
given away by my father [Thomas Auld], or the man who was called
my father, to his own brother [Hugh Auld].” Told his father was 2 white
man and possibly his owner, Douglass bitterly condemned slavery as a
system that cruelly forced slavemasters to reject their slave children, Years
later, after the Civil War and emancipation, Douglass visited Thomas
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Auld, and as he stood at the old man’s bedside, he Ic;oss;dhja sx%rl;:li;e:;t
’ insi im -
i lass insisted that Auld call
border separating them. Doug j im “Hreder
ick,” ” ked his former master to satisfy ,
ick,” “as formerly,” and as fors on o,
ling:rcring and anxious curiosity — his barthdate.lThehdztel 'Oli:c;si:u;is
, i i in
i i ling questions Douglass ha
and his paternity were puzz had dneed in hi
i inisc is escape, Douglass assure
mind. Reminiscing about his es | that he bad
i from slavery. The two men -
run away from him but . .
noutnion “HZ was to me no longer a slaveholder either in fact or in
1e . . ol ' “
spirit, and | regarded him as 1 did myself, a victim-of the circumstances
? . 52
-birth, education;-and custom,. S ‘ .
o Doug,iass was intensely aware of his biracial ancestry. E;lrl:le afnd ag}lgiz
i i “ i a whi
in hi i described himself as “the child o
in his antislavery lectures he b : e
» * slaveholder,” During an antislavery L
man” and “the sonof a ; rour abroa
i s “the land of my paterna
Douglass described England a ) : Sncestors.”
is wi he married Helen Pits, a whi
After the death of his wife Anna, P it woman.
i i he remarked that his first wife
In defense of this marriage, f ot wike Twas e
the second, the color of my )
color of my mother and : ;i ot
i arriage to my forme 2
“no one ever complained of my m former wie, though
decided and pronounced than i p
contrast of color was more : : ed than in the present
i " the racial exclusion of his daug
instance. ...” Angry over prer jrom &
i Id one of the parents respons
rivate school, Douglass to e o | e
fnjustice- “We’ differ in color, it is true, (and not much in th
353 .
espect). . . . r
’ l1))es<):ended from both white and black parents, EOugias§ k;cé%ii ef:)s
i i ial America, a society without racia 2
an integrated and interracia : e areee
i iti igration and separatism, Doug
In his opposition to black emigrat ' . 4
that blagllzs were Americans and did not wish to retu‘r‘n to éfnca 01(:) ?::»trhe
“a separate union” in America. In his essay on “The UEI.‘JIE Orbed.
Colored Race,” Douglass predicted that blacksh WOI‘llfi be “a sappea;
W
imi “only appear as the Phoenicians no
assimilated,” and would only ”54
on the sho;es of the Shannon in the features of a blended race.

Black Nationalism: Nostalgia in the Niger

i i differently than
iewed the future of blacks in Amer‘xca very di i
dDi(zluf/}Ziii;’llglany, the leading black nationalist of the nineteenth cen

' imply,” Douglass observed, -
. “I thank God for making me a man simply, i 4.
f“‘brjt Delany always thanks him for making him a black man.” Delany’s

in hi i i in Africa.
pride in his blackness was reflected in his passionate interest in A

“Africa for the African race,” be declared, “and black men to rule them. |
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By black men, I mean, men of African descent who claim an identity
with the race,”ss

Delany’s African identity was inspired by his parentage. He was born
in 181z in Charles Town, (West) Virginia, the son of a slave father and
a free mother — Samuel and Pati Delany. Samuel Delany, the son of a
Golah chieftain, managed to purchase his freedom when Martin was
about ten years old. Pati Delany’s father was a Mandingo prince, Shango,
who had been captured as a youth during intertribal hostilities and
brought to America with his betrothed, Graci, Shango was given his
freedom because of his noble birth and returned to Africa; Graci was
also freed but remained in America with their daughter, Pati, During his
childhood, Martin had an intimare source of contact with Africa — his
Mandingo grandmother (who died at the age of ro7).%

As a child, Martin learned that his membership in the black race
made him the object of white scorn, Pati Delany’s efforts to teach her
children to read and write aroused angry opposition from white neigh-
bors who were anxious to preserve their belief in black intellectual in-
feriority and were afraid of educated black rebels like Denmark Vesey.
White resentment was so intense that she felt compelled to move her
family across the border to Pennsylvania.

But even north of slavery, racism was prevalent. As a young man
studying in Pittsburgh during the 1830s, Delany experienced the bru-
tality of antiblack riots led by mobs composed of white workers,

As a journalist and as an antislavery lecturer during the r840s, Delany
traveled widely throughout the North and often encountered racial hos-
tility and violence. On one occasion, a white mob in Marseilles, Chio,
threatened to tar and feather him and burn him alive. Delany found that
white children, even while involved in play, were never too busy to notice
a black passing by and scream “nigger.” “As the deportment of indi-
viduals is a characteristic evidence of their breeding,” he noted, “so is
the conduct of children generally observed as an evidence of the character

of their parents,” Delany found the racial epithets not only “an abuse
of the feelings,” but also “a blasting outrage on humanity,”s”

His bitterness toward northern society was sharpened by an admis-
sions controversy at Harvard Medical School. In 1850, Delany along
with two other blacks had been admitted to the school. Their admission,

- howevet, was conditional: upon graduation, they would have to emigrate

and practice medicine in Africa. Even 50, their presence at Harvard
provoked protests from white students, Demanding the dismissal of the
blacks, they argued that integration would lower the “reputation” of
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Harvard and “lessen the value” of their d‘iploma.bThe whites J:f:fCLllseci1 to
attend classes with the blacks. Racial integration at I-Ia;vai ,d tw?ﬂ
warned, was “but the beginning of an Evil, whlch,. if notd chec e'[l .
increase, and that the number of respectable wh’t,te lstullentsh w1n, :
future, be in an inverse ratio, to that of !?lacks. Fina C)lzzdt e ahgeg
students attached a threat to thfeir pmtesr]:n if thgofziczlty id not
i and, they would transfer to another school. N
the}lfhie;:cult; qu)i{ckiy capitulated, ignorit‘ng a s‘t‘gdent gc?untfrt;;e:l‘if‘:
favoring the admission of the blacks. Deeming it inexpedient Lo ajow
blacks to attend lectures, the faculty defepded their dec1s}ion asltzl | on
their commitment to teaching and academic f:xfzellgncc. T gy expt. :) e
that the presence of blacks was a “source_ of 1rr1t§t105 and histrac i d,m
which interfered with the “success of their teachgxg. Fux;t l’e,rmorel,a the
“intermixing” of the white and biack;gce; wai d1stast§ ul” to a ; t}%e
portion of the class and therefore “injurious” to the interests o
59 l
SCh”?i(i. incident filled Delany with rage. He was fully quah{fiieq fo; (a)criI;
mission to Harvard Medical Schoc;ll. (I_;-Iis letters o(f ggcox;lrfixz: Ia‘:m}!v[no;ne
is pri instructors, Dr. Joseph Gazzam an or. . \
gisoxﬁgzgt:v;dence of h’is competence to st.udy medicme. Tgo 3:2%'3;:;\2;:
Delany issued his manifesto for black emigration — Th!e orihz 1({)} ';I_wd
evation, Emigration and Destiny of t,hf"' Colored Peop e Of]‘ e rited
States. Emerging as a leading theoretician 'of bl‘ack natxo]gailsm, he ot
ganized the National Emigration Convention; in 1859, De angE piced
Africa to secure a land grant for the settlement of American blac
i liey. .
the}’{rljI ;E: rc:{? foZbIack etnigration to Afr.ica, Delany presented‘a de.talleig
analysis of the degradation and despair blacks were expzneni;r;g i
northern society. The inferior and dependent c'tconorréxc Zn soglu(ﬁ)ce
sition blacks occupied in the North.no:c only reinforce c\{v ite pr [;) laCks,
but also inculcated feelings of inferiority and self-ha'ire Tmong o de:
“Caste our eyes about us and reflect for a moment, Delany jzwyives
clared, “and what do we behold! every thing that prescits tov w fd )y
evidence of the skill of the white man. Should we purchase efx fp und o
groceries, a yard of linen, a vessel oflcl:roi:lkeryvtv}?;i;re; g;ecctz gf :}113 e,
visions that we eat, — all, all are ts 0
:alal:n\t’e’rlgslzlysargued that this condition of d.epe.néency \f\lmh its ccl)]n;{:::;
reminders of their subordinate status had an ins?dlous 1nlduenci g) Dlack
self-esteem. Black children, born under oppression, CO’l’l Binof{ f; aised
in this country, without being stooped shouldered.” Black m
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women, moreover, appeared to be satisfied as menial workers, “accus-
tomed” to being maids and cooks, They seemed to lack a sense of “self-
respect.” In Delany’s judgment, blacks had been so broken by white
oppression that they were actually helping to perpetuate their tragic
condition, s '

Blacks would never achieve acceptance and equality in America, De-
lany contended, unless they changed their condition and became self-
reliant like whites — 3 business, money-making people,” educated for
“the Store and Counting House.” Black liberation, he believed, depended
upon entrepreneurial success. They must strive to acquire what had
enabled whites to succeed — "3 knowledge of all the various business
enterprises, trades, professions, and sciences,” a “practical Education”
in business rather than a “Classical” education. “What did John Jacob
Astor, Stephen Girard, or do the millionaires and the greater part of the
merchant princes, and mariners, know of Latin and Greek, and the
Classics?”s

But Delany had no confidence that blacks would be able to change
their condition in America. In his judgment, the oppression of blacks
was essentially based on caste, not class, Although white laborers shared
many class interests with blacks, the two groups would never join in
common efforts to elevate themselves, The problem for blacks was “not
a question of the rich against the poor™ but of “white against black.”
Aware of antiblack hatred among white workers, Delany ruled out class
struggle as a strategy for black liberation.s

Even if slavery were abolished, Delany believed, racism would persist
as long as there were both whites and blacks living in America. The
only way to rid society of race would be through amalgamation — for
Americans to become a blended people. Delany believed this would never
happen; moreover, he did not view racial mixture as desirable. Unlike
Frederick Douglass, Delany did not want blacks to lose their “identity
as a distinct race.” “The truth is,” he declared, “we are not identical
with the Anglo-Saxon . .. and the sooner we know and acknowledge

- this truth, the better for ourselves and posterity.” Blacks should be proud

of themselves, for they possessed “the highest traits of civilization” and
would someday instruct the world in the true principles of morals, re-
ligion, and law.s3

To be redeemed, blacks had to emigrate to Africa in order to sep-
arate themselves from their white oppressors. “Were we content 1o re-
main as we are,” Delany warned, “sparsely interspersed among our white

- fellow-countrymen, we might never be expected to equal them in any
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honorable or respectable competition for a livelihood.” Therefore, the
struggle had to focus on Africa. “No people can be free who themselves
do not constitute an essential part of the ruling element of the country
in which they live.” If blacks were able to establish a proud and powerful
black African nation, they would be able to win respect for blacks
everywhere in the world and hasten the emancipation of slaves in Amer-
ica. “The claims of no people, according to established policy and
usage,” Delany insisted, “are respected by any nation, until they are
presented in a national capacity.”¢*

At the same time as Delany was celebrating Africa, he was also iden-
tifying with America. His book on emigration reflected this tension. It
was “sincerely dedicated to the American people, North and South. By
their most devout, and patriotic fellow-citizen, the author.” Delany pre-
sented a strong case for black American citizenship by pointing to the
immense contributions blacks had made to the American economy. Re-
minding readers about the black patriots of the American Revolution,
he also argued: “Among the highest claims that an individual has upon
his country, is that of serving in its cause, and assisting to fight its battles.”
America, for Delany, was home. “Here is our nativity,” he observed,
“and here have we the natural right to abide and be elevated through
the measure of our own efforts. . . . Our common country is the United
States. Here were we born, here raised and educated, here are the scenes
of childhood . . . the sacred graves of our departed fathers and mothers.”
But here, too, Delany had experienced the abuse of white children, the
violence of white mobs, and the scorn of the white students at Harvard.
“We love our country, dearly love her,” Delany cried, “but she [doesn’]
love us - she despises us,”¢*

This sense of agonizing ambivalence evoked complex and contradic-
tory feelings within Delany during his visit to the Niger Valley in 1859.
“The first sight and impressions of the coast of Africa are always in-
spiring, producing the most pleasant emotions,” he scribbled in his diary.
He was finally in the homeland described in his grandmother’s Mandingo
chants. During the first several days, Delany felt an “almost intense
excitement,” “a hilarity of feeling”’ approaching “intoxication.” But then
followed fatigue. This second “stage” of feeling, Delany thought, was
“acclimation,” often accompanied by nausea, chills, and violent head-
aches. During this period, he became homesick — “a feeling of regret
that you [bad] left your native country for a strange one; an almost
frantic desire to see friends and nativity; a despondency and loss of the
hope of ever seeing those you [loved] at howme again.” Then Delany
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added in his diary: “These feelings, of ‘course, must be resisted, and
regarded as a mere morbid affection of the mind at the time a;isin
from an approaching disease.” When he recovered from his ’maladg
.Delany fglt an “ardent and abiding love for Africa. After he com Iete}g
his negotiations for a land grant in the Niger Valley, Delany saiifd for
America, vowing he would return to Africa,s ,

“Tell Linkum Dat We Wants Land”

Deliverance from slavery, for both Douglass and Delany, was to co
irom the barrel of a gun. Black men in blue, Douglass poi;ned out wme
on the battlefield mingling their blood with that of white men i,n oexl;e
common effort to save the country.” Through their participation in th:
war to save the Union, they were earning their right to claim full citi-
zenship. Abandoning his dreams of emigrating to Africa, Delany vol-
pntcered for the Union Army and received an appointme;it asa Yma'
in the ro4th Regiment of United States Colored Troops. “It is the d oy
of every colored man to vindicate his manhood by becor'ning a soldiem’):
D'elax'ay declared, “and with his own stout arm to battle for the emar’ -
cipation of his race.” Indeed, the federal occupation of the South as wnif
as the Emancipation Proclamation and the Thirteenth Amendment I'i
erated some four million blacks. But what were the hopes a dd e
of these newly freed people?s” P A reams
Blacks knew precisely what they needed to raj
freedom to equality. Initially, many of them felt theylleet;ieilntieg;::héizm
from their ex-masters and move their cabins away from the bi hou::
in order to separate themselves from white proximity and su e%vision
In 1865, General William Sherman asked twenty black leaderls) wheth :
they preferred to live scattered among whites or in colonies by the "
selves. Tht?y replied that they would prefer to have their own s); ar:tle_
communities because racial prejudice would take years to overiome
When the agents of the Freedmen’s Aid Commission arrived in the South'
they foun'd blacks asking: “When will you open school?” In additio:’
to :’?q:catg;n,flacks wanted political power through suffrage.ss }
at blacks wanted i i
Fights wos s ‘T;;St of all, more than education and voting

Don’t you see the lightning flashing in the cane
brakes,
Looks like we gonna bave a storm
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Although youw’re mistaken it's the Yankee soldiers
Going to fight for Uncle Sam.

Old master was a colonel in the Rebel army

Just before he had to run away —

Look out the battle is a-falling

The darkies gonna oceupy the land.

Blacks viewed landownership as the basis of ecoqomic power. 'i"lllnelr
demand for land, they argued, was reaspnable anld just. Fo.r on}‘;: t mg:
they had paid for it through their military pafncxpe_mog 1r11 T et:;ae:
186,000 blacks, most of them recruited or cor.nscmpted inthes a\;v'e $ . ;
had served in the Union Army, and one-third of thejm were liste as
missing or dead. Black soldiers had fought.bra\lrely against ,t,he:r m?i;ern;
“Now we sogers are men — men de first time in our lives, ortho e :
stated proudly. “Now we can look our old masters in de face. They u:se’t
to sell and whip us, and we did not dare say one word. N?’WBTVG kama ;
afraid, if they meet us, to run the bayonet through therlrca.l halc serc
soldiers had helped to bring the war to an end, and they felt they w

i to some land.” .
entll\if)cr{eover, blacks had already paid for the Iand”“throughfa léife or1:
tears and groans, under the lash and yoke of tyranny.” When 1?‘ rei n:la:: X
named Cyrus was questioned by his fc?rmel‘: ow?‘er aboutk is ::1 se .
from the fields, he explained the new situation: Seems lak we'uns 3
all the wuck and gits a part. Der ain’t goin® ter belno more Mastei;: ane
Mistress, Miss Emma. All is equal. I done hear it from je cotel ou:o
steps. . . . All de land belongs to de Yarllkees now, and fey E.Wl;:e ©
divide it out 'mong de colored people. Besides, de kitchen of de big (;él .
is my share. I help built hit.” Another fnleedman, Uncle Srnau't,1 tod_
northern teacher: “Do, my missus, tell Linkum dat we WI:::llntsd anb -
dis bery land dat is rich wid de sweat ob we face and de blood o

71
bacS%me Radical Republicans including Charles Sumner, Thadd;us ‘it}:,—
vens, and George W. Julian understood 'the need to grant lan .tod be
freed slaves. They argued that emancipation had to be. accompanie thye'
Jand confiscation from the planter class and land dlstrlbutlollldto the
newly freed blacks. The perpetuation of the large estaltf:si1 wou[ bmr ¥
the development of a semifeudal system based on the cheap labo

illi ant
exploited and powerless blacks. But Congress was only willing to gran

them civil and political rights through the Fourteenth and Fifteenth

amendments. The lawmakers rejected legislation for land distribution — -
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known as the “40 acres and a mule” bil. Land should not be given to
the freedmen, the New York Times argued, because they had to be taught
the fessons of hard work, patience, and frugality. The Nation protested
that land confiscation and distribution would violate the principle of
property rights.”

During the war, however, forty thousand blacks had been granted
land by military order. In 1864, after General Sherman completed his
march to the sea, black leaders told him: “The way we can best take
care of ourselves is to have land, and turn it and gt it by our own labor.”
In response, General Sherman issued Special Field Order Number 13,
which set aside large sections of South Carolina and Georgia for dis-
tribution to black people. They were given “possessory titles” to forty-
acre lots until Congress could decide their final disposition. The blacks
believed that they owned the lands. But after the planters were pardoned
by President Andrew Johnson, they began to reclaim the lands and force
their former slaves to work for them. The black landowners resisted:
“To turn us off from the land that the Government has allowed us to

- occupy, is nothing less than returning us to involuntary servitude.” “We

own the land now. Put it out of your head thar it will ever be yours
again.” In their protest to President Johnson, they pointed out how they

“had joined the Union Army and had fought to put down the southern

rebellion: “Man that have stud upon the feal of battle 8 have shot there
master and sons now going to ask ether one for bread or for shelter or
comfortable for his wife & children sunch a thing the U S should not
ought to expect a man [to do].” Some of them declared they were
prepared to defend their property with guns. Federal troops quickly
crushed the resistance: seizing the lands, they tore up the freedmen’s
title papers and restored the lands to the planter class,”

Thus ended the possibility of real freedom. A Union general explained
to Congress: “I believe it is the policy of the majority of the farm owners
to prevent negroes from becoming landholders. They desire to keep the
negroes landless, and as nearly in a condition of slavery as it is possible
for them to do.” The newly freed blacks made this same point more
directly and frankly: “Gib us our own land and we take care ourselves,
but widout land, de ole massas can hire us or starve us, as dey please.”
Frederick Douglass explained the failure of Reconstruction: “Could the
nation have been induced to listen to those Stalwart Republicans, Thad-
deus Stevens and Charles Sumner, some of the evils which we now suffer
would have been averted. The Negro would not today be on his knees,
as he is, supplicating the old master class to give him leave to toil.”"”
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prices for goods, because we seldom had more than $5 or $x0 coming
to us ~— and that for a whole year’s work.” At the end of his contract,
he tried to leave the plantation but was told he owed $165 and conse-
quently found himself reduced to a “lifetime slave.” A black folk song
lamented:

Though the Civil War had led to the destruction of slave,x"y, blicks in
the South found themselves transformed from ‘“‘property” to ‘“‘freed-
men,” not “free” people. No longer slavels, they became wage-earners
or sharecroppers, working the land of their former master in en,cchange
for a part of the crop. Forced to buy goods from tbe planter’s storc;;
they were trapped in a vicious economic cycle, making barelg erllcou}g’1
to pay off their debts. For example, according to an account 0(I>J \ tI e
following transactions occutred between Polly and landowner Presley

George:

Slabery an’ freedom
Dey’s mos’ de same
No difference habdly
Cep’ in de name.’s

Due Presley George by Polly:

et $ 3.50 Meanwhile, the era known as the “New South” was emerging. Four
For 4% cuts wool @ 75 centsicu $11.00 years after the withdrawal of federal troops from the South in 1877, the
22 yds. cloth @ 50 cents/yd. 2.50 editor of the New Orleans Times-Democrat reported that a “magic
5 yds. thread @.5 0 Cents'{y,d' , ) transformation” had occurred below the Mason-Dixon Line. The “stag-
Boarding one child (who didn’t work) for s 12.00 nation of despair™ had given way to the “buoyance” of hope and courage,
months | 16.00 and the “silence of inertia” to the “thrilling uproar of action.” South-
- Euslﬁe;s corn g éi.zztﬁzgz 30.00 erners weré'a “new people,” and the region was experiencing a “new
30 bushels corn . AT

birth.” The vision of the “New South” was the industrialization of the
old Cotton Kingdom.””

The signs of “progress” were especially evident in the rise of cities

Toral  $69.00
Due Polly by Presley George:

For 3 months’ work “by self” @ $4.00/month $12.00 and the proliferation of factories. Atlanta, which had only 14,000 res-

For 4 months® work by son Peter @ $8.00/month 32.00 idents when General Sherman marched his army to the sea, had a pop-

For 4 months’ work by son Burrel @ $4.c0/month 16.00 ulation close to 40,000 in 1880 and 90,000 two decades later. The pride

For 4 months’ work by daughter Siller @ $2.25/ .00 of the New South’s manufacturing was centered on its textile and iron
month e

production. The number of spindles had jumped from 600,000 in 1860
10 175,000,000 in 1890; the number of textile mills from 167 in 1880
0 400 in r9co. By the late 1880s, southern pig-iron production had
surpassed the total output of the entire country in 1860. Jefferson
County, the home of Birmingham, had only twenty-two factories in
1870; thirty years later it had five hundred plants.

During this economic boom, blacks were drawn into the factories
and mills of the “New South.” Although they were systematically ex-
cluded from certain industries such as textiles and continued to be em-
- ployed primarily in agriculture, blacks became an Important soutce of
- industrial labor. In 1890, 6 percent of the total black work force was
- employed in manufacruring, compared with 19 percent of the total native
‘white work force. Between 1890 and 1910, the number of black male
~workers in nonagricultural occupations increased by two-thirds, or to
* 400,000, due mainly to the expansion in sawmills, coal mining, and

TOTAL $é9.00

Thus, the earnings of Polly and her family amounted to zero. All t;e}: |
had been able to do was to reimburse planter George for _the debts they .

i d from their purchases.”™ .
hacxit\u;i::crlzelaborer desc_ri%ed his condition of debt peonage: “% signed &
contract — that is, | made my mark for one yeat. The Captain vslras sg--
give me $3.50 a week, and furnish me a little house on the p acliata. |
tion. . .. A year later, he found himself in debt to thg pian#er,lall ;
he signed another contract, this one for‘ ten years. During t.h:sfnme,é% ;i
was “compelied” to buy his food, clothing, an(‘i other sup;?lles rgr}rll é;
plantation store, “We never used any money in our dealings wit :
commissary, only tickets or orders, and we had a general settlement onoz:

each year, in October. In this store we were charged all sorts of hig
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railroad construction. in 1880, 41 percent of Birmingham :r é:;lrcs)tfr:ii
workers were black; thirty years later, blacks made up 39 p
i ath. .
Steglwczliti;silt?dg;:risaﬁists were eager to employ blacks. Richard H.“E;:ll;
mun?:li editor of the Manufacturers® Record, regardedfbi}z:cksr ::t atnd
i srtant working factor in the development of the g w o
mo'Stdimpources of our country.” The manager of Shelby Iron Wor 1s
insis driso ould not exchange his black wotkers ““for any other peo;;le
1()“;‘ 12?1'1:11 ?’v;\fter white workers struck at Chag;an;:;)gg anc; aiiréc;:;\:ng
panies i rned to black laborer
o Comgar}‘lgsllln ];isg:&c:(?éa:;’gﬁﬁ?; iZbor. Praising his black workers,
tgem o riiltendg;xt of the Saluda Cotton Factory stated ‘that tlcxley n;};
f}xﬁym\?r)(frked as well as whites, but were also less expensive and cou
[TYps: 1178
be Oeanyr(f?nril:gﬂiejy.mbol of the “New South” was the 1895 fl\tlan}t}a
Ex or:':tilt))n. Thousands of visitors crowded into Atlanta to mau:vet 1:: ;:
i distrial achievements of the postwar South. Im:ludedbamongof o
;Sbits were the latest advances in technol‘ogy, such asha 2ttzger i
boilers and fourteen engines with a capacity of z,zgod (\)31 (ﬁiy by. here
also a “Negro Building” des-1gned and erecte 1y by black
\n’:iihanics and devoted to “showing thteldprog;es; Oii;?; origl;hat nee
i i ilding had re
fr'BEdom',‘,‘ The f:f:;l;;tia:;; Zf;;::strl;;?of l;grederick Douglass; inside
5:2;3: sate:n?v:ngine built by students from the Tuskegee Normal and
M i 79
Ind”?ﬁ:it)isrtlsr:g;tjspeaker at the opening of t‘he expositilc()n wa;nigﬁiif
T. Washington, the thirty-nine-year-old principal of "gu}sli ;ge;mm e
T'he invitation to give the addresg had greatly move.t i .Speak Slave
to honored guest, he had been given the opporftulx]u )é e i
i omposed of the wealth and culture of the So ) e
aUdief}CZSCOE his former masters. The event was momentous: 1t wa e
Sﬁit:a:ilr\;e in southern history that a black had been asked to speak az

such an important occasion.

ic 5o
As Washington stood on the platform in Atlanta, he told his black

itori “ wn their

and white listeners in the segregated auciito;'mrg t‘c:lt ;:Sa‘:tt f}?e n the

To blacks, he declared: ottom

ets” where they were, It is poton
E?Clli(fe we must begin, and not at the top.” The agitation for

' hltes’ ::aS}uI gt:n IeCo
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mended: cast down your bucket “among eight millions of Negroes whose
habits you know, whose fidelity and love you have tested in days when
to have proved treacherous meant the ruin of your firesides. Cast down
your bucket among these people who have, without strikes and labour
wars, tilled your fields, cleared your forests, built your railroads and
cities.” To both races, Washingron dramatically advised: “In ali things
that are purely social we can be as separate as the fingers, yet one as the
hand in all things essential to mutual progress.” Washington’s speech
“electrified” the audience, drawing a “delirium of applause.” After his
address, known as the “Atanca Compromise,” Washington suddenly
found himself elevated by whites in power as the leader of his race,go
Although Washington had publicly offered black cooperation to the
southern elite, he was actually not an accommodationist. In Chicago five
years later, he gave a speech condemning racism in American society.
Congratulating the country for its recent victory in the Spanish-American
War, he declared that Americans had won every conflict in history,
“except the effort to conguer ourselves in blotting out racial preju-
dice. . .. Until we thus conquer ourselves I make no empty statement
when I say that we shall have a cancer gnawing at the heart of this
republic that shall some day prove to be as dangerous as an attack from
an army without or within.” When Washington arrived to speak at a
hall in Tampa, Florida, and found that the audience had been divided
into blacks and whites with a line of sheets separating the two groups,
he refused to speak until the sheets were taken down. Behind the scenes,
Washington strenuously foughe against discrimination and disfranchise-
ment, covertly funding lawsuits against railroad segregation in Virginia
and disfranchisement legislation in Louisiana and Alabama,®
Moreover, Washington had always felt a sense of race pride. “From
any point of view,” he acknowledged in his autobiography, “I had rather
be what I am, a member of the Negro race, than be able to claim
membership with the most favoured of any other race.” Blacks, in Wash-
ington’s view, should pursue a strategy of self-help, directing their own
destiny, uplifting themselves, and establishing black institutions like Tus-
kegee and the Negro Business League. Like Delany, Washington urged

- blacks to pursue economic success, Before he sailed to Europe on a
_ vacation in 1910, he resolved not ro enter a single palace, gallery, ca-

thedral, or museum. “I find markets more inst
- he explained. As an educator, Washington had little respect for what he
- called “mere book education.” He wanted his students to study “actual
 things,” to acquire a practica) education. For blacks, industria] training

ructive than museums,”
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would be the path to economic independence and racial equality. “Las
there be in a community,” Washington predicted, “a Negro who
virtue of his superior knowledge of the chemistry of the soil, his &=
quaintance with the most improved tools and best breeds of stock, :
raise fifty bushels of corn to the acre while his white neighbor only raies
thirty, and the white man will come to the black man to learn. Furthes,
they will sit down on the same train, in the same coach and on the sam
seat to talk about it.”# :
By the end of the nineteenth century, however, the possibility of prog-
ress for blacks was distressingly remote. Racial borders had been rem
forced by class and caste. Most black farmers were sharecroppers «s
tenants, working a white man’s land with a white man’s plow ané
white man’s mule. “Every colored man will be a slave, & feel himse#
slave,” a black soldier had warned during the Civil War, “until he caz
raise him own bale of cotton & put him own mark upon it & say &=
is mine!™ By this measure of freedom, blacks were still “slaves.” Durs=g
the 1890s, new laws buttressed segregation by defining more precisely
the “Negro’s place” on trains and streetcars and in schools, parks, thez-
ters, hotels, and hospitals. Proclaiming the doctrine of separate but equai
in the 1896 ruling of Plessy v. Ferguson, the Supreme Court upheld the
constitutionality of segregation. Poll taxes and literacy requirements fax
suffrage were effectively disfranchising blacks, and hundreds of blacks
were annually being lynched. This era was brutally repressive — what
historian Rayford Logan described as “the nadir,”® '

GV

EMIGRANTS FROM ERIN
Ethnicity and Class within White America

HE AQE OF Jackson witnessed not only Indian removal and the
expansion of slavery, but also the massive influx of a new group
_of immigrants. Suddenly, blacks in the North were competin
wth Irish workers. “Every hour sees us elbowed out of some employmen%
:make room perhaps for some newly arrived immigrants, whose hunger
a=d color are thought to give them a title to special fa‘;or ” Frederigck
Swuglass complained. “White men are becoming house ser\:ants cooks
‘"ﬂwan‘is, common laborers and flunkeys to our gentry.” Then he ,warneci
Zat Irish immigrants would soon find that in taking “our vocation”
ey had also assumed “our degradation.” But Douglass also found
ma?lf empathizing with the Irish. During a visit to Ireland in the 1840s
e “ﬁmessed the terrible suffering inflicted by the potato famine :mci
s mulch affected” upon hearing the “wailing notes™ of Irish ballads
t reminded him of the “wild notes” of slave songs.!

The Irish Exodus

The Irish described their migration to America in Gaeljc terms: deorai

@ “exiles,” dithreabbach or © ” ' anished
, reabhach or “homeless,” and dib b or “bani

wxiles . . , eartach or “banished

geople, Dob. eigean dom imeacht go Meirice,” they explained, “I had

> g0 to America,” or “going to America was a necessity for me.” As

istorian Kerby Miller pointed out, many did not want to leave Ireland.
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TO THE PROMISED LAND
Blacks in the Urban North

migrating nerthward by the tens of thousands dulring the early

twentieth century, They went to the cities of the Mld\_vest and t'he
Northeast, where they joined European immigrant\?, including the .1rlsh
and Jews. Describing the powerful spirit behind this great black migra-
tion, the daughter of a sharecropper wrote: “And Black men’s f<laet
learned roads. Some said good bye cheerfully. .. others fea_rfully, with
terrors of unknown dangers in their mouths . . . others in their eagerness
for distance said nothing. The daybreak found them gone. The wind
said North. Trains said North. The tides and tongues said Nor{h, and
men moved like the great herds before the glaciers.” Blacks listened and
heard the message:

! IKE THE MEXICANS trekking to El Norte, southern blacks were

Some are coming on the passenger,
Some are coming on the freight,
Others will be found walking,

For none have time to wait.}

An exodus was under way. “The Afro-American populatiop of the
large cities of the North and West,” the New York Age reported in 1907,
“is being constantly fed by a steady stream of new peopife frpm the
Southern States.” Between 1916 and 1920, the black poputation jumped
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from 5,000 to 40,800 in Detroit, 8,400 to 34,400 in Cleveland, 44,000
10 109,400 in Chicago, and 91,700 to 152,400 in New York. “There
can be no doubt of the drift of the black South northward,” W, E. B,

DuBois noted. They were making a crossing, pulled by a powerful lim-
inality called the North.?

The Black Exodus

All over the South, blacks found themselves swept up in the migration
“fever,” “Everybody seems to be asleep about what s going on right
under their noses,” a Georgia newspaper stated. “That is, everybody but
those farmers who have awakened up of mornings recently to find every
male Negro over 21...gone —to Cleveland, to Pittsburgh, to Chi-
cago....” After half the black population left her little town in Mis-
sissippi, a black woman said: “If [ stay here any longer, I'll go wild.
Every time [ go home I have to pass house after house of ail my friends
who are in the North and prospering, I've been trying to hold on here
and keep my property. There ain’t enough people here I now know to
give me a decent burial.” To be left behind was to feel a sudden loneliness:

Pve watched the trains as they disappeared
Behind the clouds of smoke,

Carrying the crowds of working men

To the land of hope. .. 2

On one Georgia plantation, a landlord was surprised to find all of
his tenants gone, except two old men. Uncle Ben and Uncle Joe were
too poor to purchase train tickets. But they sorrowfully told their land-
lord that everyone else had abandoned him and that they had loyally
remained behind on the plantation. The landlord gave the two men some
money because they promised to work the crops. Immediately after he
left, the old-timers took the money and boarded the train to join their
companions in the North.4

Like the immigrants from Asia, Mexico, and Europe, southern blacks
were driven by particular “pushes.” After emancipation, most blacks
had been forced to become sharecroppers and tenant farmers. Dependent
on white landlords and enslaved by debts, they complained:

Working hard on southern

soil,
Someone softly spoke;
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“Toil and toil and toil and toil,
And yet I'm always broke.”

The ordeal of sharecropping was crushing: at the end of the harvest,
tenant farmers were often disappointed to find themselves only deeper
in debt. Though they were free, many were in economic bondage. *“There
was,” they had painfully come to realize, “no rise to the thing.”

Where [ come from
folks work hard

all their lives

until they die

and never own no part
of earth nor sky.

Their economic situation became dire as floods destroyed their farms
and insects ravaged their cotton crops.

Bollaweevil in de cotton
Cut worm in de cotton,
Debil in de white man,
Wab’s goin’ on.’

Meanwhile, there were “pulls” from the North, World War I had
virtuatly cut off the flow of European immigrants, reducing their num-
bers from 1,200,000 in 1914 to only 110,000 in 1918, Facing tremen-
dous labor shortages, factory managers dispatched labor recruiters 1o
the South, “These same factories, mills and workshops that have been
closed to us, through necessity are being opened to us,” a black news-
paper in Chicago reported. “We are to be given a chance, not through
choice but because it is expedient. Prejudice vanishes when the almighty
dollar is on the wrong side of the balance sheet.” Traveling in the South,
journalist Ray Stannard Baker reported: “Trains were backed into several
Southern cities and hundreds of Negroes were gathered up in a day,
loaded into the cars, and whirled away to the North. I was told of
instances in which Negro teamsters left their horses standing in the
streets, or deserted their jobs and went o the trains without notifying
their employers or even going home.” A black worker told Baker: “The
best wages [ could make [in Georgia) was $1.25 or $1.50 a day. | went
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to work at a dye house at Newark, N.J., at $2.75 a day, with a rent-
free room to live in. . . . The company paid my fare North.”s

Like most Mexicans, blacks were following the jobs. “More positions
open than men for them,” announced the headlines of the Chicago
Defender, which was owned by black editor Robert Abbott, Article after
article described the great labor shortage and the willingness of em-

ployers to “give men a chance to learn the trade at $2.25 a day.” Clas-
sified job listings beckoned:

Wanted — 10 molders. Must be experienced. $4.50 to $5.50 per day.

Men wanted at once. Good steady employment for colored. Thirty
and 39%: cents per hour. Weekly payments. Good warm sanitary quar-
ters free. . . . Towns of Newark and Jersey City.

Laborers wanted for foundry, warehouse and yard work. Excellent
opportunity to learn trades, paying good money. Start $2.50-$2.75
per day. Extra for overtime,

$3.60 per day can be made in steel foundry in Minnesota, by strong,
healthy, steady men.”

A young black woman asked the Defender to send her information
about employment in the North:

Dear Sirs: I am writeing to you all asking a favor of you all, I am
a girl of seventeen. ... I now feel like I aught to go 10 work. And I
would like very very well for you all 1o please forward me to a good
job. . .. T am tired of down hear in this /T am afraid to say.®

Meanwhile, blacks who had left for the Promised Land sent home
glowing reports about their jobs in the North. “M , old boy,”
onie of them wrote, “I was promoted on the first of the month [ was
made first assistant to the head carpenter . . . and was raised to $95 a
month. . .. What’s the news generally around H'burg {(Hatriesburg)? 1
should have been here 20 years ago. | just begin to feel like a man. 1t's
a great deal of pleasure in knowing that you have got some privilege.
My children are going to the same school with the whites and I dont
have to umble to no one. | have registered — Will vote the next election
and there isnt any ‘yes sir’ and ‘no sir’ — its all yes and no and Sam and
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Bill.” “I am well and thankful to say I am doing well,” wrote a black
woman who had recently arrived in Chicago. “I work in Swifts packing
Co., in the sausage department. ... We get $1.50 a day....Tell your
husband work is plentiful here and he wont have to loaf if he want to
work.” A South Carolina newspaper described the good fortune of 2
Greenwood County farm boy who had gone north to work for twenty-
five dollars a week. “He came home last weck to assist his people on
the farm and brought more than one hundred dollars and plenty of nice
clothes. He gave his mother fifty dollars, and put fifty dollars in the
Greenwood bank and had some pocket change left.”?

But there was something more, something deeper than economics: a
new generation of blacks was coming of age. “I have men,” a white
plantation owner stated, “who were slaves on the place. . .. They have
always lived there and will probably die there, right on the plantation
where they were born.” The old former slaves were passing away, how-
ever, and so was the racial etiquette of deference and subordination they
seemed to represent. “The South,” W. E. B. DuBois observed, “laments
today the slow, steady disappearance of a certain type of Negro — the
faithful, courteous slave of other days, with his dignified . . . humility.”*

In the place of such old-time Negroes, there were younger blacks,
born after the Civil War and after slavery, an institution and way of life
that seemed to them in the far distant past. To them, accounts of slavery
“were but childhood tales.”” Slavery was not something they had ex-
perienced, something they could remember. They did not feel, as did
the older generation, the lingering vividness and sedimentary power of
the peculiar institution. White southerners frequently complained that
this new generation of blacks was “worthless.” Lacking the habits of
“diligence, order, faithfulness” of those who had been born in slavery,
they “rarely remain[ed] long enough under the supervision of any planter
to allow him sufficient time to teach them.” These young people were
different from the “good old negroes . . . negroes about grown before
the war”: they were unwilling to stay on the plantations as servile la-
borers. Compared to the “older class of colored labor,” men who were
“pretty well up in years” and who constituted a “first rate class of labor,”
the blacks of the “younger class” were “discontented and wanted to be
roaming.”™! .

Most of the blacks who were moving north belonged to this post—
Civil War generation, restiess, dissatisfied, unwilling to mask their true
selves and accommodate to traditional subservient roles. In a staternent
to a Labor Department investigator in 1916, a black man explained this
generational difference:
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My father was born and brought up as a slave. He never knew anything
else until after ¥ was born. He was taught his place and was content
to keep it. But when he brought me up he let some of the old customs
siip by, But I know there are certain things that I must do and | do
them, and it doesn’t worry me; yet in bringing up my own son, | let
some more of the old customs slip by. For a year I have been keeping
him from going to Chicago; but he tells me this is his last crop; that
in the fall he’s going, He says, “When a young white man ralks rough
to me, I can’t talk rough to him. You can stand that; I can’t, I have
some education, and inside | has the feelings of a white man. I'm
going.”1?

“Tired of the South,” these young blacks “wanted to make a change.”
A migrant from North Carolina declared that he “couldn’t live there
and be a man and be treated like a man.” A black in Mississippi told
Ray Stannard Baker that he was planning to move to Indiana: “They're
Jim Crowin’ us down here too much; there’s no chance for a coloured
man who has any self-respect.” “The exodus . . . of colored people from
the sunny South to the colder states of the North,” the Richmond Re-
former explained, “has its very birth out of the ‘Jim Crow’ and ‘Seg-
regation” conditions which now exist in the cities of the South and which
have crowded colored people into narrow unsanitary or unhealthy quar-
ters . . . segregating them like cartle, hogs or sheep.” More intolerable
than segregation was racial violence. “For every lynching that takes
place,” noted Booker T. Washington in rge3, “. .. a score of colored
people leave . . . for the city.”

Yes, we are going to the north!

I don’t care to what state,

Just so I cross the Dixon Line,

From this southern land of hate,
Lynched and burned and shot and hung,
And not a word is said. 13

Young blacks spoke loudly with their feet: they left the South in search
of what DuBois called “the possibility of escaping caste at least in its
most aggravating personal features.” Possessing “a certain sort of soul,
a certain kind of spirit,” they found the “narrow repression and pro-
vincialism of the South simply unbearable.” Why stay in the South, asked
the Chicago Defender, “where your mother, sister and daughrer are
raped and burned at the stake; where your father, brother and sons are
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treated with contempt and hung to a pole, riddled with bullets at the
least mention that he does not like the way he is treated”? In letters to

TO THE PROMISED LAND

matic and stimulating, we caught whispers of the meanings that life
could have. .. .” Like novelist Toni Morrison’s Joe and Violet in Jazz,

country people who moved from Virginia to New York City, these mi-
grants were responding to the inner urges of “their stronger, riskier

the Defender, blacks described their flight from southern racism:

Dear Sir Bro. . . . [ seen in the Defender where you was helping us selves.” Arriving in the northern cities, they shouted: “At last, at last,
- a long in securing a posission as brickmason plaster cementers stone everything’s ahead.””1s
a5 mason. | am writing to you for advice about comeing north. . ., We By 1930, some two million blacks had migrated to the cities of the

North and changed the course of history. “The migration is probably,
next to emancipation, the most noteworthy event which has ever hap-
pened to the Negro in America,” observed Ray Stannard Baker in 19 7.
“Negroes are acting for themselves, self-consciously, almost for the first
time in their history. They did not win their freedom: it was a gift thrust
upon them by the North. But in the present migration . . . they are mov-
ing of their own accord, ., "

As they traveled to the North, they gave their migration religious
meaning. They spoke excitedly about the “Flight out of Egypt,” “Bound
for the Promised Land,” and “Going into Canaan.” Jeremiah Taylor of
Mississippi had been resigned to remain on his farm until his son returned
our raice mens in a crap game and it makes me want to leave the from town one day and told him that folks were leaving “like Judgment
south worse than 1 ever did. . . . - day.” After a group of migrants crossed the Ohio River, they knelt down
4 - inprayer and then sang; “I Done Come out of the Land of Egypt with
And they demanded their dignity: : the Good News.” “The cry of “Goin’ Nawth' hung over the land like
the wail over Egypt at the death of the first-born,” reported a share-
cropper’s daughter. “Railroads, hardroads, dirt roads, side roads, roads
were in the minds of the black South and all roads led North.””

. expect to do whatever you says. There is nothing here for the colored
man but a hard time wich these southern crackers gives us.

They refused to be victimized by southern police abuse:

Dear Sir: 1 am writing you for information to come north [and)
to see if there is any way that you can help me by giving me the names
of some of the firms that will send me a transportation as we are
down here where we have to be shot down lik rabbits for every little
orfence as I seen an orcurince hapen down here this after noon when
three depties from the shrief office . . . come out and found some of

Dear Sir: wanted to leave the South and Go and Place where a
man will Be any thing Except A Ker I thought would write you for
Advise As where would be a Good Place for a Comporedly young
man That want to Better his Standing who has a very Promising young
Family. I am 5o years old and have Good Experience in Freight Han-
dler and Can fill Position from Truck to Agt. would like Chicago or Bu, as they journeyed to their Promised Land, the migrants carried not
) i Philadelphia. But I dont Care where so long as | Go where a man is only hope but also uncertainties. Richard Wright recailed how he had
2 man.t - left the South to fling himself into the “unknown.” The Defender de-
scribed the migrants’ feelings of “trembling and fear”: “They were
going — they didn’t know where ~ among strange people, strange cus-
toms.” A song captured their mood of ambivalence:

T R T e 1

The Urban Crucible

Free from the shadow of slavery, these young people were able to
imagine new possibilities for themselves in the North. “[1] didn’t want
to.remain in one little place all my days,” one of them stated. I wanted
to get out and see something of the world.” Hoeping to become a writer,
a young black man went north during the 1920s. “I went to Chicago
as a migrant from Mississippi,” Richard Wright recalled. “And there in
that great iron city, that impersonal, mechanical city, amid the steam,
the smoke . . . there in that self-conscious city, that city so deadly dra-

I'm a poor boy and I'm a stranger blowed in your town
Yes I am,

I'm a poor boy and I'm a stranger blowed in your town,

I'm a poor boy and I'm a stranger blowed in your town,

I'm goin’ where a friend can be found.

3
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But their expectations of {reedom exceeded their uneasiness about be-
coming strangers. And so they went to northern cities, especially to
Chicago and New York.'s

Chicago was “the mouth of the stream of Negroes from the South.”
Emmett J. Scott’s metaphor aptly described this brawling midwestern
city — the home of the Defender, which had been urging young blacks
to come north. Chicago was also the terminus of the Iliinois Central
Railroad, with its rail lines connected to the small towns of Mississippi,
Arkansas, and Louisiana. Chicago was a dynamic industrial center,
spawning jobs and inspiring dreams.®

In 1900, Chicago had a black population of only thirty thousand. *1
lived on Lincoln Street — there were foreigners there,” a black resident
remembered, describing the integrated neighborhoods of the time, “My
children used to go to white kids® parties, for where we lived there was
nothing much but foreigners. There was only one other colored family
in that block.” Only one ward in the entire city was 25 percent black,
while 19 out of 35 wards were about o.5 percent black. Twenty years
later, however, the black population had jumped to 109,000, concen-
trated in the predominantly black neighborhoods of the South Side,®

The black migration to Chicago sparked an explosion of white re-
sistance. “‘A new problem, demanding early sofution, is facing Chicago,”
the Tribune warned. “It pertains to the sudden and unprecedented influx
of southern Negro Jaborers.” The newspaper depicted the newcomers
as carefree and lazy: “In a house at Thirty-second and Wabash eight or
ten Negroes were lying about on the floor, and one was picking a banjo
and singing a song the chorus of which ended ‘Mo’ rain, mo’ rest, / Mo’
niggers sleep in de nest.” ” Determined to repel this Negro “invasion,”
several hundred white residents organized the Hyde Park Improvement
Protective Club, which announced that blacks must live in the “so-calied
Districts” and that real estate agents must not sell homes to blacks in
white blocks. “The districts which are now white,” a leader of the
organization deciared, “must remain white. There will be no com-
promise, 't

The conflict over housing intensified during World War 1 as blacks
responded to the labor needs of Chicago’s war-related industries. In
1917, the Chicago Real Estate Board pointed out that southern blacks
were “pouring into Chicago at the rate of ten thousand a month,” and
warned that this influx would precipitate a decline in property values.
A year later, the Kenwood and Hyde Park Property Owners’ Association
urged whites not to sell or rent to blacks. Whites “won’t be driven out,”
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the association vowed; they would prevent a Negro “take-over” and
keep their neighborhood “clear of undesirables . . . ar ail cost.” “The
depreciation of our property in this district has been two hundred and
fifty millions since the invasion,” the association’s leaders argued. “If
someone told you that there was to be an invasion that would injure
your homes to that extent, wouldn’t you rise up as one man and one
woman, and say, as General Foch said: “They shall not pass’?”22

Meanwhile, the schools had become racial battlegrounds. “I remem-
ber how I used to fight with the white children, especially the Dago
chitdren,” said one black. “They would call out to us colored children,
‘Nigger, nigger, never die, black face and China eye,” and when I catch
one and get through with him he would think be was biack.” Another
recalled: “The Italian boys were so low morally. They made several
attempts to rape some of the girls ... used to gang us.... We were
always able to have a good fight and have some blood shed,”»

Similarly, the workplace became a terrain of competition and conflict.
Before the war, blacks were largely restricted to empioyment as servants.
In 2910, over 60 percent of the women were domestic servants or laun-
dresses; close to half of all the employed men worked as porters, servants,
waiters, and janitors. Though generally excluded from industrial em-
ployment, blacks were allowed to cross caste labor lines occasionally as
strikebreakers. Managers used them as scabs during the 1904 stockyards
strike and the teamsters strike a year later, The Broad Ax, ablack weekly,
criticized employers for “bringing hundreds and hundreds of colored
men here from the remote parts of the South . . . to temporarily serve
as strikebreakers for such Negro-hating concerns as Marshal} Field and
Company, Mandel Brothers and Montgomery Ward and Company, who
[had] no use for Negroes in general except to use them as brutish clubs
to beat their white help over the head. . . .”” After the settlement of both
strikes, the black workers were discharged.?

The war, however, generated a sharp demand for labor and opened
unusual opportunities for blacks in industries. By 1920, the majority of
black men were employed in factories rather than domestic and personal
services. Biack women made similar, although smaller, inroads —
15 percent of them had become factory operatives. Blacks had been
eager to get out of domestic work. Employers “‘almost make you a slave,”
complained a black woman who had quit her job as a maid to work in
amail-order house. Personal service reminded blacks of the South, where
they had been dependent on whites and closely supervised, Like the Irish
maids who left the “service” for factory work, many black women
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wanted more autonomy. “I'll never work in nobody’s kitchen but my
own any more,” exclaimed one of them who was employed in a box
factory. “No indeed! That’s the one thing that makes me stick to this
job. You do have some time to call your own.” For the first time in their
lives, thousands of black men and women were working in industries,
making what they considered good wages — 42 cents an hour in the
packing houses and even higher rates in manufacturing.?

In the stockyards and packing houses, managers deliberately em-
ployed blacks in order to subvert the union activities of white workers.
Seeking to keep the work force racially divided, they hired a black
promoter to set up a back company union, the American Unity Labor
Union. Richard Parker served as a front man for the interests of man-
agement, playing on black suspicions of the white labor movement and
pitting the company union blacks against the white workers, Parker
distributed twenty thousand handbills warning blacks not to join the
“white man’s union.”” One of his advertisements published in a black
newspaper deciared:

GET A SQUARE DEAL WITH YOUR OWN RACE

Time has come for Negroes to do now or never, Get together and
stick together is the call of the Negro. Like all other races, make your
own way; other races have made their unions for themseives. They
are not going to give it to you just because you join his union, Make
a union of your own race; union is strength. . . .

This union does not believe in strikes. We believe all differences
between taborers and capitalists can be arbitrated. Strike is our last
motive if any at all.?¢

The Stockyards Labor Council tried to counter management’s divide-
and-conquer campaign by organizing an all-black local and launching
its own recruitment drive among black workers. It issued appeals for
interracial working-class unity: “The bosses think that because we are
of different color and different nationalities we should fight each other.
We're going to fool them and fight for a common cause — a square deal
for all.”” At a union rally of black and white workers, a council leader
declared: 1t does me good to see such a checkerboard crowd — by that
I mean all of the workers here are not standing apart in groups, one
race huddled in one bunch, one nationality in another. You are all stand-
ing shoulder to shoulder as men, regardless of whether your face is white
or black.”?
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But the council failed to organize the black laborers. “To be frank,”
an official conceded, “we have not had the support from the colored
workers which we expected. Our method of propaganda may have been
weak somewhere; probably we do not understand the colored workers
as we do ourselves. . . . Be that as it may, the colored worker has not
responded to the call of unionism.” Actually, blacks did not respond
because they lacked familiarity with unions, and many saw the union’s
all-black local as segregationist.?

Racial competition in the workplace added fuel to social antagonisms
inthe neighborhoods, where tensions were literally beginning to explode.
In 1917, bombs destroyed the homes of several black families; a year
later, a letter warned black tenants on Vincennes Avenue: “We are going
to BLOW these FLATS TO HELL and if you don’t want to go with
them you had better move at once.” Shortly after, three bombs went off
in the neighborhood. Blacks complained that the police had failed to
provide adequate protection for black families and to apprehend the
bombers. In 1919, several bombings were aimed at the offices of real
estate agents who had sold homes to blacks in white neighborhoods.
Altogether scores of bombings resulted in two deaths and many injuries
as well as the destruction of property worth thousands of dollars.?

To add to the terror, white gangs like Ragan’s Colts atracked blacks
in the streets and parks, especially Washington Park, which separated
the black neighborhoods from Hyde Park. On June 21, 1919, white
hoodlums killed two black men, reportedly because they wanted to “get
a nigger.” White gangs posted notices on the boundaries between white
and black neighborhoods, threatening to “ger all the niggers on the
Fourth of July.”” Afraid and angry, blacks prepared to defend themselves.
Black lawyer Beauregard Moseley warned that blacks had been pushed
to the limit by racial violence and were “resolved to meer force with
force,’30

The Fourth of July passed, apparently without incident, but then the
tinderbox of race hatred exploded on July 27, On that Sunday afternoon,
Eugene Williams had been swimming at the segregated Twenty-ninth
Street beach. Williams, who was clinging to a floating raiircad tie, had
drifted over to the white side of the beach. Somehow he drowned. Blacks
at the scene claimed that Williams went down after he had been hit by
stones thrown by whites, The charge swept across the beach: “White
people have kilied a Negro.” Frustrated because the police refused to
make any arrests, some blacks attacked several white men. Hours later,
in retaliation, white gangs beat some blacks who had wandered into
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white neighborhoods. General rioting broke out, leaving two people
dead and over fifty injured. The next day, violence flared up again. As
blacks tried to return home from work at the stockyards, they were
dragged from streetcars and assaulted by white mobs; armed whites in
cars invaded black neighborhoods, shooting indiscriminately at homes.
Innocent whites who worked at businesses located in the black areas
were beaten by blacks seeking revenge. The rioting continued throughout
the week until the militia was finally able to restore order. The casunalty
figures were horrendous — twenty-three blacks and fifteen whites were
kilied, while 342 blacks and 178 whites were injured.?

The deaths of blacks at the hands of white mobs provoked an angry
call for violent revenge:

If we must die — let it not be like hogs
Hunted and penned in an inglorious spot,
While round us bark the mad and hungry dogs,
Making their mock at our accursed lot,

If we must die — oh, let us nobly die,

So that our precious blood may not be shed
In vain; then even the monsters we defy

Shall be constrained to honor us though dead!

Qb, kinsmen! We must meet the common foe;

TO THE PROMISED LAND

Chicago was the “Black Metropolis,” but New York City was the
home of Harlem, “the Negro Capital of the World.” Blacks had been
there since the seventeenth century: as slaves, they had constructed the
original wagon road or Manhattan and also worked on farms and estates
in New Amsterdam. Their presence continued after the transfer of the
Dutch colony to England and after the American Revolution. In 1790,
blacks constituted nearly a third of the population living in a section
known as Harlem. But their presence gradually decreased over the years,
and by 1890, Harlem had become predominantly white and wealthy.
The community was soon to be rapidly transformed. Just as the black
exodus from the South was beginning, a housing boom in Harlem
collapsed.,

The glut of vacant apartments attracted the attention of black real
estate agents, especially Philip A, Payton, Jr. His strategy was simple:
lease apartment houses from white landlords and then rent them to

blacks at a profit. One of his advertisements in a real estate journal
announced:

Colored Tenements Wanted
Colored man makes a speciality of managing colored tenements;

references; bond. Philip A. Payton, Jr., agent and broker, 67 West
134th,

H Though far outnumbered, let us still be brave,

i And for their thousand blows deal one death-blow! Payton explained: “By opening for colored tenants first 2 house on one
What though before us lies the open grave? biock and then a house in another I have finally succeeded in securing
Like men we’ll face the murderous, cowardly pack over two hundred and fifty first class flats and private dwellings,”*

o Pressed to the wall, dying, but — fighting back3? But Payton’s penetration encountered resistance from white residents.
;‘i' “Harlem has been devastated as a result of the steady influx of Negroes,”
Another way to fight back was through black solidarity and ethnic | 2 long-time resident complained in 1913. Some white homeowners or-
enterprise. ‘““We should hasten to build up cur own marts and trades,” ganized to counter the black “invasion” and the “black hordes.” They
; a black minister told his congregation, “‘so we can give employmentand | signed restrictive covenants which stated that their buildings shouid not
i help to provide against such a day as we are now experiencing.” Many be leased or sold to “colored” persons. The president of the Harlem
; black pelitical and business leaders advised blacks to turn inward and Property Owners’ Improvement Corporation declared: “Itis the question
develop their own communities with their earmings from the steel mills, of whether the white man will rule Harlem or the negro.” He urged

stockyards, and factories: *“Why should these dollars be spent with white
men . . . ? I white men are so determined that Negroes must live separate
and apart, why not beat them at their own game?” Blacks were en-
couraged to establish their own banks, insurance companies, stores,
churches, and communities.?

whites to drive the blacks out of Harlem “send them to the slums where
they belonged.” But white property owners often found that their choice
was to rent to blacks or not rent at all. In order to make their own loan

payments, many of them had to yield; reluctantly, they posted notices
on their buildings:
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NOTICE
We have endeavored for some time to avoid turning over this house
to colored tenants, but as a result of ... rapid changes in condi-
tions . . . this issue has been forced upon us.*

“The ‘border line’ which separated whites and Negroes ‘rapidly re-
ceded’ each year,” observed historian Gilbert Osofsky, “and by 1914
some 50,000 Negroes lived in the neighborhood.” The border kept mov-
ing: hetween 1920 and 1930, 118,792 whites left the neighborhood,
while 87,417 blacks arrived. Symbolically, Temple Israel of Haelem be-
came Mount Olivet Baptist Church, Harlem became the home of more
than two-thirds of all the blacks living in Manhattan ~- the “largest
colony of colored people, in similar limits, in the world.”

Soon living conditions in Harlem became congested. In 1925, the
population density was 336 persons per acre compared to only 223 for
Manhatran as a whole. Meanwhile, landlords allowed their apartments
to deteriorate, and tenants complained about broken pipes, leaking
roofs, unsanitary conditions, and rats. Unable to move to other areas
of the city because of discrimination, blacks were forced to pay higher
rents, spending approximately 33 percent of their income on rent, com-
pared to 20 percent for working-class whites. Housing costs were es-
pecially burdensome, for Harlem blacks were confined to low-wage
employment, Accarding to sociologist E, Franklin Frazier, New York had
two types of businesses — those that employed “Negroes in menial po-
sitions” and those that employed “no Negroes at all.” While some black
women worked in the garment industry, most of them were domestic
servants, Black men generally worked as tongshoremen and teamsters

TO THE PROMISED LAND

Harlem. “Up, you mighty race,” he declared, “you can accomplish what
you will,”’ss

Yearning for Blackness in Urban America

Garvey personified a new stirring, a vision of black pride sweeping
through Harlem like a fresh breeze blowing north from Jamaica. In his
autobiography, he recalled how he was unaware of race as a young child
on the Caribbean island: “To me, at home in my eatly days, there was
no difference between white and black.” One of his friends was a “little
white girl.” “We were two innocent fools who never dreamed of a race
feeling and problem. As a child, | went to school with white boys and
girls, like all other negroes. We were not called negroes then.” But at
the age of fourteen, Garvey was told by his friend that her parents had
decided to send her away to school and that she was not ro write to
him because he was a “nigger.” The incident shook Garvey: “It was then
that I found for the first time that there was some difference in humanity,
and that there were different races, each having its own separate and
distinct social life.”s

A few years later, during a trip to Europe, Garvey began to formulate
his ideology of black nationalism. “You are black,” meaning inferior,
he had been told. The insult led Garvey to ask: “Where is the black
man’s Government? Where is his King and his kingdom? Where is his
President, his country, and his ambassador, his army, his navy, his men
of big affairs?” Unable to find these institutions of power, Garvey de-
clared: “I will help to make them.” His imagination began to soar as
he envisioned “a new world of black men, not peons, serfs, dogs and

e

or as elevator operators, janitors, porters, chauffeurs, and waiters.?
Though blacks were employed in the low-wage jobs, they felt a surge
of power and a sense of pride. Coming to Harlem in search of the

slaves, but a nation of sturdy men making their impress upon civilization
and causing a new light to dawn upon the human race.” In 1914, Garvey
recurned to Jamaica, where he founded the Universal Negro Improve-

EIN A

AT

Promised Land, they had broken the chains of racial subordination
forged by centuries of slavery. Harlem seemed liminal, a place where
black people could begin anew in America. “I sit on my stoop on Seventh

ment Association {UNIA) to unite all the “Negro peoples of the world”
and establish a black natjon in Africa.

In order to expand his movement to the United States, Garvey con-

Avenue,” one migrant declared, “and gaze at the sunkissed folk strolling
up and down and think that surely Mississippi is here in New York, in
Harlem, yes....” This feeling of freedom inspired them to create a
community that represented more than just a place where blacks lived,
Restless and hopeful, they were ready, eager to listen to a charismatic
leader articulate what was on fire within them — fierce dreams of dignity
refusing to be deferred. Suddenly, in 1916, Marcus Garvey arrived in

tacted Booker T. Washington, whose book Up from Slavery had been a
source of inspiration for him. In 1916, a year after Washington’s death,
Garvey visited Tuskegee to pay his “respects o the dead hero”; then he
went to New York City to establish a division of the UNIA, When Garvey
saw the thousands of blacks flocking to join his organization, he decided
to stay and build the base for his movement in Harlem. The UNIA
exploded with activity - colorful parades in Harlem led by Garvey
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dressed in military uniform, the public‘atim‘u of The Negro Worcl]d;, tl::
establishment of small-business enterprises like grocery stores anD al}ﬂ
dries in the community, and the launching of the Blacletarl Ijme. ;rolog
the 19205, Garvey’s organization had 9,000 mcmlbers 1:11 C ucag;),oo,o °
in Philadelphia and Cincinnati, 4,000 in Detroit, and over 30,
41
Nega:{\{:gl; ‘offered a message that eilectriﬁed many blaclfs ;E.Harallesrr; :;:ﬂ
many other ghettos of urban Amenca:“the color of their s ?nh\:bited v
tiful, and Africa had a glorious past. “When Europe \;as in abited b
a race of cannibals, a race of savages, naked men, heat }e;ns an ilfster;
Africa was peopled with a race of’c’:u;ftlured}l:;lai:n:?;:;, ;:i)uc:“;v:;zir asters
i I and literature. .. .”" Many Har
13 :;;: f}lee:fcféader. “Now we have started to speak,i” Gegveyhdel:lcls;ig;
“and 1 am only the forerunner of an awak‘ened Africa Et a;ls 211(5. o
go back to sleep.” Garvey depicted a glorious future dor z(ajc t o
are the descendants of a suffering people; we are the descen gnns o
people determined to suffer no more.” _To overthrow oppresgl?] ;\fmz
must reclaim their continent: “If Europe is for the Europeans, the e
shall be for the black peoples of the world. We say it; we meanit. . .. e
other races have countries of their own and it is time for the éoo,o::;[‘ent
Negroes to claim Africa for themselves.” A song of the Garvey mo

urged:

Advance, advance to victory,

Let Africa be free;

Aduvance to meet the foe

With the might

Of the red, the black, and the green.

Red symbolized the blood of the race, black their colog, and green the
of Africa’s future.® .
gm;r:gise;ced by Washington’s phiiosophy‘cf black self-help anﬁ-mﬁ: -
pendence, Garvey promoted black capitalism a‘:}d called upo; 1sL. e
lowers to invest in his shipping company: “The Biagh‘darl i (l,n. _
Corporation presents to every Black Man, ngan, and Chi . tln 1‘Gp' .
portunity to climb the great ladder of industrial and com:;erala psangd |
ress. I you have ten dollars, one hundred dollars, or one o \;(est wuL_
dollars to invest for profit, then take out shares in the Blau:dl ﬁ,ar t1em;,
Inc. This corporation is chartered to trade on every sea an CEa wz; :k _
The Black Star Line wili turn over large profits and dividends to sto
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holders, and operate to their interest even
Some 40,000 blacks bou
of a million dollars.#

The most prominent symbol of the UNIA, the Black Star Line became
a slippery slope for Garvey. In 1922, the leader was arrested, charged
with using the mails to defraud by advertising and selling stock for a
nonexistent ship, According to Garvey, “a sum of $25,000 was paid by
one of the officers of the corporation to a man to purchase a ship, but
the ship was never obtained and the money was never returned.”” Gar-
vey’s managers had also made mistakes in their purchase of ships that
required very costly repairs, and the corporation became mired in debt.
The government’s case was weak, for it could not prove intent to commit
fraud. But Garvey was found guilty and sentenced to five years in prison.
From the Atlanta penitentiary, Garvey sent a message: “My work is just
begun, Be assured that I planted well the seed of Negro or black na-
tionalism which cannot be destroyed even by the foul play that has been
meted out to me.” Released two years later by a presidential pardon,
Garvey was deported to Jamaica as an undesirable alien.#

Garvey was gone, but the powerful dreams he represented remained
in the hearts of Harlemites. The New York News declared that Garvey
had “awakened the race consciousness and race pride of the masses of
Africans everywhere as no man ever did . . . save Booker T. Washing-
ton.” The Spokesman, a black publication, echoed: “Garvey made thou-
sands think, who had never thought before. Thousands who merely
dreamed dreams, now see visions.’*

Actually, the visions were already there, carried to Harlem by the
black migrants from the South. Many had been driven there by a sense
of destiny. “If my race can make Harlem,” exclaimed a proud resident,
“good lord, what can’t it do?” The Reverend Adam Clayton Powell of
the Abyssinian Baptist Church declared: “Harlem became the symbol
of liberty and the Promised Land to Negroes everywhere.

For black intellectuals, Harlem was what Langston Hughes called the
a great magnet” pulling them
an Paris, or the Shakespeare country, or

whilst they will be asleep.”
ght 155,510 shares amounting to three-quarters

Berlin, or the Alps,” Hughes said, “I wanted to see Harlem, the greatest
Negro city in the world.” Hughes would remember forever the “thrill
of the underground ride to Harlem”: “I went up tl

the bright September sunlight. Harlem! I stood the
took a deep breath and felt happy again,”#?

1e steps and out into
re, dropped my bags,

The Harlem of the black literary renaissance was a place of the mind.
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During the 1920s, in their flight from the Protestant ethic and materi-
alism, white liberal intellectuals embraced Harlem and the “New Negro”
as counterpoints to the bourgeois America of Babbitry. At night, they
streamed to this black community to experience what they felt main-
stream society was not -— colorful, exotic, spontaneous, sensuous, and
lively. “White people began to come to Harlem in droves,” reported
Hughes. Night after night, thousands of whites flooded the little cabarets
and bars, “believing that all Harlemites left their houses at sundown to
sing and dance in the cabarets.”*

Black intellectuals were also gathering in Harlem and sitting in the
cabarets. Drawing their inspiration and materials from black folk cul-
ture, they created a literature that rebelled against Middletown America.
Actually, many of them had come from the black middle class. In his
sociological profite of these writers, Robert Bone found that “the parents
of the Renaissance novelists were 55 percent professional and 45 percent
white collar.”” Hughes complained that his father, a wealthy rancher, was
“interested only in making money.” Many of the writers had attended
college, and they felt especially hurt by the stings of discrimination and
inequality. Educational and economic success, they had come to realize,
did not mean social acceptance.”

To these middle-class biack intellectuals, Harlemn held out the promise
of what Alain Locke calied the “New Negro.” The “mass movement of
the urban immigration of Negroes” was “projected on the plane of an
increasingly articulate elite.” In the “largest Negro community in the
world,” “the peasant, the student, the business man, the professional
man, artist, poet, musician, adventurer and worker, preacher and crim-
inal, exploiter and social outcast” were coming together. They were
forming a new community based on a vision of black pride. “In Harlem,”
Locke announced, “Negro life is seizing upon its first chances for group
expression and self-determination. It is — or promises at least to be —
& race capital,”s?

The “New Negro” would be “a collaborator and participant in Amer-
ican civilization,” and black intellectuals would be in the forefront of
this great movement. They would see the future 1n 2 different mirror,
Hughes described the black tomorrow in song:

1 am the darker brother.

They send me to sit in the kitchen
When company comes,

But I laugh,
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And eat well,
And grow strong,

Tomorrow,

Pl sit at the table
When company comes.
Nobody'll dare

Say to me,

“Eat in the kitchen,”
Then.

Besides,

They'll see how beantiful T am
And be ashamed 51

“Tgut I\?rst blacifs had to learn lhow to accept themselves. In his essay
i e Negro Artist and the Racial Mountain,” Hughes explained that
ebtrabgtc problem. of black intellectuals was denial: they did not want
:Ogdi-[ la;lc orlwntc about black life. A promising young Negro poet
ord Hughes: “I want to be a poet — not a Ne "
a gro poet.” What he meant
Hz;)ghcs c'ommerzted, was: I'want to write like a white poet’; meaning’
‘SIUWCOI}ZCI;'ES]Y’ Iiwm.}zlld like to be a white poet; meaning behind that
ould tike to be white.’ ” But such a flight f black identi ’
bound to undermine his artisti ity, L was sotry dhe pony vas
. usttc creativity. “I was sorry the
. _ 3 young ma
Z?getiizth ' Huﬁfhi c;)r;ténued, for no great poet has ever been gafraig
imself, An oubted then that, with his desi
spiritually from his race, this b ’ at poce” Hugho
; race, oy would ever be a great poet.” Hugh
yné;rstood this denial, for he knew that there was a “mountain stangine;
in t edwayh(?f any true Negrlo art in America — this urge within the race
;r\:::ica\: Slttengsshlth;s desire to pour racial identity into the mold of
: andardization, and to be as }
o e s as little Negro and as much Amer-
hagzooxéiiizizebthlz 1“racilal mountain,” Hughes insisted, black writers
oldly: “I am a Negro — and beautiful!”® The ki
! e lives of
c?énmgn béa;ks hac.i to be celebrated, for theirs was a counterculture
?h rn;}mdg the joy of life rather than the fear of spontaneity. Simple people
€y had their songs and a “nip of gin” ni }
: gin” on Saturday nights, Hughes
?:le;tneitsii,ltgey were 111?11: ofbsessed with work and materialistic success "lghey
ed a “wealth of colorful, distinctive material £ st
cause they had been able to ir ‘¢ dividualer oo o
: preserve their “own individuality in the fa
. : 37 e ©
of American standardizations.” “Perhaps these common peo)l;le witl givcee
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to the world its truly great Negro artist,” Hughes declared, “the one
who is not afraid to be himseif.”s o

In his own poems, Hughes described his own search for 1denFlty. :}Was
he African? he had wondered. “So long, so far away™ was Afrlcz.f; ‘not
even memories” were “alive.” “‘I did not feel the rhythms of the primitive
surging through me,” he explained apologeticaliyl. “T was only an Amer-f
ican Negro — who had loved the surface of Africa and the rhytlhms 0
Africa — but I was not Africa. 1 was Chicago and Kansas City and
Broadway and Harlem.” Still, though the drums were “subdue‘(‘i and
time-iost,” Hughes felt he could hear a song of Africa through “some

ist of race.”

vas}t‘ITghes was struggling to create an identity that was both }‘%frican
and American, a racial self symbolized by the rivers of both continents.

Pve known rivers:

DPve known rivers ancient as the world and older than the
flow of human blood in human veins.

My soul has grown deep like the rivers.

1 bathed in the Euphrates when dawns were young.

1 built my hut near the Congo and it lulled me to sleep,

I looked upon the Nile and raised pyramids above it,

1 heard the singing of the Mississippi when Abe Lincoln went
down to New Orleans, and I've seen its muddy bosom
turn all golden in the sunset.

Ive known rivers:
Ancient, dusky rivers.

My soul has grown deep like the rivers’

But, in the struggle against the “racial mountain,” couid th‘e black
artist create an African-American sensibility? This was the question that
pulled an aspiring young writer, Claude McKay, to Harlem. McKay had
come from Jamaica as a student in 1g9rz, but after'n‘vo years at the
Tuskegee Institute and then Kansas State College, he ]oxn(?d the exodus
to Harlem, where he hoped to become a poet and novelist. Educatefi,
he was essentially a middle-class intellectual trying to find his roots in
btack folk culture. In Home to Harlen, McKay searched for his biack
identity through his characters. .

In this novel, Jake personifies spontaneity and a repudiation of the
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Protestant ethic. He has been away from the United States, traveling
around the world, but now he has come home — to Harlem. The com-
munity’s fustiness, freedom, and vibrancy electrify him. Harlem offers
a place where he can luxuriate in a “primitive passion for going against
regulation.” Carefree, joyous, and proud of his race, Jake is “no lineal
descendant of Uncle Tom.” Soon after his arrival, Jake meets a prostitute.
He has $59 — all the money he possesses — and he spends $9 for drinks
with her. On their way to her apartment, ke asks her how much it will
cost for sex, and she says $5c. “Fine,” Jake exclaims. Giving her all of
his money, he boasts in solifoquy: “I ain’t got a cent to my name, but
ahm as happy as a prince, all the same, Yes, Lis.” Jake does not caleulate,
does not worry about money, and he finds biack women tantalizing,
“Sometimes there were two or three white women, who attracted at-
tention because they were white and strange to Harlem, but they ap-
peared like faded carnations among those burning orchids of a tropical
race.” In contrast to Jake, the chef in McKay’s story has a regular job
on a trair and likes its routine. He does not eat watermelons or even
pork chops — foods he associates with blacks. I don’t eat no poke
chops, nigger,” he tells a black waijter. *] cooks the stuff, but I don’t eat
it nevah.”” The chef hates his past, his folk culture: he “grimly. ..
exists, s

Unlike both Jake and the chef is Ray: college-educated and a reader
of books written by Fyodor Dostoyevski and Sherwood Anderson, he is
filled with a yearning for the primitive. He feels that his education has
shackled rather than freed him. His greatest contentment would be to
lose himself “in some savage culture in the jungles of Africa.” Ray would
like to be spontaneous and uninhibited like Jake. “If he could have felt
about things as Jake,” McKay observed, “how different his life might
have been! Just to hitch up for a short while and be irresponsible!” But
Ray is trapped, a “slave of the civilized tradition.”

What McKay was describing in Ray was the dilemma many black
writers experienced as they tried to celebrate the very folk culture that
also challenged their identity as middie-class, educated intetlectuals. But
where could black writers truly learn about this folk culture? One of
them decided he had to go home, not to Harlem, but to the rural South,

As a young writer searching for his roots, Jean Toomer wandered
from universiry to university — Wisconsin, Chicago, New York Univer-
sity, City College of New York. He was the son of a white father and
amalatto mother. His father, a planter, had abandoned the family shortly
after Toomer was born, and Jean and his mother lived in Washington,
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York to teach in a black school in rufr.si«lt
k folk culture beckoned, and Toomer e
ithin him. In a letcer to Claudf McKay llln
piphany he had experi.en‘ced: Wlt.hl: }t]az
three years . . . my growing need for arnstu; e;cpr:tsis:nomamd
g Ord er and deeper into the Negro group. . . . e has alavee
s m'f" ec(l: lzﬁhatcver creative talent [ may contain thhlr.) m(;.f L
PR 'wei t fall was the starting point of almos} everything ord
o do [ heard folksongs come from the lips of Negro pe bom.
T e 'dond?. ky beauty that | had heard many false accounts a : O}
L “_Ch ulf i;en | was somewhat skeptical. And a deeplpfar o
e Whld; gari th;lt [ had repressed, sprang suddenly to life a

Exs+

D.C. In 1921, he left New
Georgia. In the South, blac
something irresistible surge w
1922, Toomer described the e

my Rnature,
responded to them.”#

%O'hat came out of this powerflul enco
The story opens in rural Georgia, wher

and beautiful. A girl is M y
bia; lihiezalaizzrg?ier song, “‘like rain, sweep the valley.” The roots
an

blad{ Cult\JlC Ieach a“ the way back tc a COIltl!lent across the Atlaﬂtlc.
IhBEIXIEIlLe isces:rltEdElEE 0ad hat “Elsg OWT rom 3 g: EFE !

in Africa.” The land is nurturing:

unter was the lyrical novel Cane.
e the soil is a rich red, and thﬁ
singing: “her voice is loud,

O land and soil, red soil and sweet-.gum tree,
So scant of grass, so profligate of pz;es,
Now just before an epoach’s sun dec m;se
Thy son, in time, I have returned to:b ee 2
Thy son, I have in time returned to thee.

In time, for though the sun is seiting o‘n

A song-lit race ofsiaves‘, it has not set; .
Though late, O soil, it is not tog late v .
To catch the plaintive soz{l, I'eavmg, soon goﬂe,s9
Leaving, to catch thy plaintive soul soon gone.

But something tragic apd evil haunts t pand.
in a cage of racism conditioned by slaverggstradzc
Becky', has two mulatto sons; they are
blacks. The sons bui
becomes overwhelming, Goddamt
leave town. The cabin collapses,‘
the ruins, and someone throws a Bi

he land. The people are trapped .
story, a white woman, -
d by both whites atnd ;
1d a cabin and hide their mother; the Lsolat}u:: ';
1 everybody, the sons scream as they;
killing Becky. People come by.tc sede :
ble on the pile of bricks and splintere ;
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lumber. But guilt cannot be so easily absolved. Racial hatred deforms
lives, black and white. In another incident, Tom kills a white man in a
fight over a black woman; caught and tied to a stake, Tom is drenched
with kerosene. A match is thrown, and the white mob vells, then becomes
silent as the air stinks of burning flesh and Tom’s eyes pop. Rura] Georgia,
as it turns out, is a place of both beauty and brutality.

In contrast, Washington, D.C., represents the city: its alleys, theaters,
pool halls, and apartments symbolize a confinement stifling the souls of
blacks from the rural South. Their culture has been carried to urban
America, but here it struggles to survive: “A crude-boned, soft-skinned
wedge of nigger life breathing its loafer air, jazz songs and love, thrusting
unconscious rhythms, black reddish blood into the white and white-
washed wood of Washington. Stale soggy wood of Washington, Wedges
rust in soggy wood,’s

Like a wedge, Dan Moore enters Washington. A young black man
from rural Georgia, he has come to visi Muriel, a schoolteacher, When
Dan arrives at her apartment, he encounters an tron gate and becomes
confused because he cannot find the bell button. Frustrated, he wants
to get an ax and smash the barrier. Proud of his rural roots, he declares
to himself: “I am Dan Moore. I was born in a canefield.” Finally, Muriel
opens the door. Her hair is processed, her manner formal, her conver-
sation mechanical, Muriel asks Dan what he s doing now. “Same old
thing, Muriel,” he replies. “Nothing, as the world would have it. Living,
as ook at things. Living as much as I can without — .7 “But you can’t
live without money, Dan,” she interrupts. “Why don’t you get a good
job and settle down?” Dan rejects her lecture about conforming to
middle-class standards and walks out of her apartment,s

Dan can always return home to the rural South, but such a journey
can be difficult for college-educared blacks. Kabnis moves from the
North to Georgia. The hills, valleys, folk songs, and red soil surronnd
him, but he is unable to appreciate this beauty, Middle class and mulatro,
he has become separated from blacks and their folk culture. He wants
to connect himself to them bur cannot come to terms with that part of
his own black past symbolized by the old ex-slave Father John. When
Kabnis sees Father John, he recoils, insisting: “An besides, he aint my
past. My ancestors were Southern blue-bloods.” Hig denial keeps him
“suspended a few feet above the soil whose touch would resurrect him.”
To recover his wholeness would require his acknowledgment of slavery
as well as his black ancestry.s?

Toomer painfully understood this rruch. Like Kabnis, he was never
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able to resolve the dilemma of his identity — the {iminality of being
biracial. In 1924, the same year as the publication of Carne, he went to
France to study at the Georges Gurdjieff Institute, seeking to develop a
cosmic consciousness, ‘1 am,” he told friends. “What I am and what 1
may become I am trying to find out.” According to Darwin Turner, he
looked like “an Indian or a dark-skinned European.” Toomer had dif-
fculty forming an identity that would reflect his racial duality. “What
was 1?7 Toomer asked. ““I thought about it independently, and, on the
basis of fact, concluded 1 was neither white nor black, but simply an
American.” In 1930, James Weldon Johnson requested Toomer’s pet-
mission to publish some of his poems ina book entitled American Negro
Poetry. Toomer refused, explaining: “My poems are not Negro poems.
My prose likewise. They are, first, mine. And, second, in so far as general
race or stock is concerned, they spring from the result of racial biending
here in America which has produced a new race or stock, We may call
this stock . . . American. . ..” Toomer’s decision to identify himself as
“American” rather than Negro prompted Langston Hughes to remark:
“Why should Mr. Toomer live in Harlem if he doesn’t care to? Democ-
racy is democracy, isn't it?” But Toomer realized that his reality was
much more complicated than the “racial mountain” as Hughes had
defined it.&

Like Toomer, Zora Neale Hurston felt compelled to touch the “soil”
of black folk culture in the South. Born and raised in the all-black town
of Eatonville, Florida, she initially attended Howard University, where
she began writing and publishing short stories. As a young writer, she
realized that Harlem was the place to be: ““So, beginning to feel the urge
to write, [ wanted to be in New York.” There she could set her hat “at
a certain angle and saunter down Seventh Avenue, Harlem City, feeling
as snooty as the lions in front of the Forty-Second Street Library.” During
the 1920s, Hurston studied anthropology with Franz Boas at Barnard
College and Columbia University. But Harlem was not home for her,
and in 1927, she returned to the South to do research on rural blacks
and write about them, especially in Their Eyes Were Watching God.%

In this novel published in 1937, Hurston’s main character, Janie, has
been raised by her grandmother. As a slave, Nanny had been forced to
have sexual relations with her master. After Nanny gave birth to a chiid

“wid gray eyes and yaller hair,” she was scolded by her master’s wife

and whipped. Nanny insisted it was not her faulp: “Ah don’t know
nothin’ but what Ah’m told tuh do, "cause Ah ain’t nothin® but uh nigger

and uh slave.” After emancipation, Nanny’s daughter attended school, -

but she was raped by her teacher and then gave birth to janie.®
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ougi:rl;y’s hgpe fgr Janie is to fulfill her own dream of “whut a womar

e and to do.” She explains to her teena d
she sees as the problem of rac ey o
: e and gender: “Honey, de white i
deh.ru]er of everything as fur as Ah been able tuh ﬁ;ad out Hgf(i)ndi
;em? r}?zfm throw down de load and tell de nigger man tuh picl; it up
won}:lc fltlﬁp becau_se he have to, but he don’t tote it. He hand it to hi:
o Sen-”':)Ns. De nigger woman is de mule ul de world so fur as Al‘
o (.3:' ”anny does not want the “menfolks white or black” makin
Loggl }C(U]I[) futjofjame; s0 she arranges for Janie to marry an old man

n Killicks, Janie is rold she must marry hi
y him because he ov i
acres and can support h i e thei
s pp er. Love, she hopes, will come after theis
ﬁnisu;olo;f fiﬂs to.dfevel;)p, and Janie runs off with a young man. She
arks exciting, for he is ambitious and has a d idi
an all-black town. “De man d ilt thi S boss e e
. at built things oughta boss it,” h

a ‘ ‘ i ,"" he declares.
Stl;g( c;ol})oreg‘foiks bu(x},ld things too if dey wants to crow over someth?;’ef’

as his own idea of what Janie should be: .

lak you is made to sit on d % nd o Y

e front porch and rock and f !
cat p’raters dat other folks plant j i oo
: just special for you,” Janie di
she has become “Mrs. Ma A
- Mayor Starks,”” a possession for “him

3 ‘ A to look

2:. ’Shcilmes to re.bc,l: You sho loves 1o tell me whut to do, but Ah

ndt te] | you nothin” Ah see?” And Starks retorts; “Dar’s ’cz,mse ou

‘13:6 te hnci It Would be pitlifui if Ah didn’t. Somebody got to thinkyfor

n;)mel; an Chl]itﬁl,n and chickens and cows. I god, they sho don’t think
n ne ¢ emselves, forccd into submission, Janie learns to hush, but tl

spirit of the marriage” leaves the bedroom.s ’ N

fE‘HSSe;rerlal year.shlzilrier, Stark dies from an illness, and Janie meets and

n love with Tea Cake. He reaches her |
o o oy es her how to play checkers, She
» generated by the invitation to pl
°ra ) play and by the ac-
icvrix;)hw}le.dgmeg that she is intelligent. Janie decides to marry ax)lld gz aocff
im. “Dis is uh love game,” she tells a fri ‘

, riend. “Ah done lived
g}randg;a f{way, now Ah means tuh live mine.” Nanny’s dream had been
31; a black woman ro live like 2 white woman. “She was borned in
fe]veir}l; time whe‘:n‘f{?lks, dat is black folks, didn’t sit down anytime de
mi;ha:y f;t.dSc}:lsncnni c;n porches lak de white madam iooked lak ug

nd thing tuh her. Dat's whut she wanted £ ’
whut it cost. Git up on uh hi i dere, S g e et

. gh chair and sit dere. She didn’t have ti

. e ti
th .thullk what tuh do after you got up on de stool uh do nothin®,” Bme
to sit l.ngh on a stool seemed like death to Janie.s o
mo}ame agi Tea Cake move to “de muck,” the Everglades, to “make
ney and fun and foolishness.” The marriage has its stormy moments
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Tea Cake, too, feels a need to show Janie that he is the boss ;ndes}zsz
3
her arour,sd a bit. But as they work together, they come to ; arlcane
. i i Il
and mutual respect based on equality. During ild$truétliz ﬂ:a;t o 1;
; . .
g f violent death. Janie tells ea ‘
they face the prospect o ¢ O i voh i see
i ie: tuhgether round two years. _
not afraid to die: “We been : ‘ ! by
de light at daybreak, you don’t keer if you (‘ile at duslk. P;fi?ilieastg
tries to attack Janie, and Tea Cake is badly bitten fending od h o he_;
He becomes raving mad, and Janie has to shoot ger hus:_an tcf) fhe et
ie wi tanding o
i s Janie with an unders
own life. The tragedy leave it crstanding o O e
« in’t somethin’ lak un grindston '
ey had shared. “Love ain’t 50 ) SLOTS g same
3:13: everywhere and do de same thing tuh everythm'g ,it l:guch;) t]ats nie
X lgains to a friend, “Love is lak de sea. It’s uh movn‘n, t }?fg, iw;th
ancji all, it takes its shape from de shore it meets, and it’s differen
3
ery shore.””° L "
" L}i’ke Toomer, Hurston found Hughes’s concept of thz racixsl r:cc;aliy
tain® too simplistic, too one-dimensional. What Fender?, race dpstiﬂing
omplex for her was gender. The “Negro Renaissance seen;e fiine
(t:() Hpurston as an attist and as a woman. “‘From (\jvhat [ 1-1:; ag:;m ne
’ i “Negroes were supposed to wrl .
heard,” she complained, ; .  the
Race i’roblem. I was and am thoroughly smkdof thchsub;gct. Nlrigl:;d]ess
ies 1 a woman do such-and-so,
es in what makes a man or . o5
lc])f color.” Indeed, within the world of blacks and whites, as she s

-
it, there was a gender mountain.

“But a Few Pegs to Fall”’: The Great Depression

lum, the home of poor people
i os, Harlem had become a slum, . :
ngt;ia:fl; clinging to deferred dreams. The Harlem R?nalssai}ce,_;r;l;};
its Eabarets and literary lights, hid much of the_: ghetto’s squalor. e
came the Great Crash of 1929 and the shattering of d}‘e eco;lomy, "
shrouding the grim reality behind this veil of glamour. T;'le eﬁrzif;d
brought everybody down a peg or two,”fli:l:\r’l’%zston Hughes obs .
“ he Negroes had but a few pegs to fall. ™

Alr;fa::llz feHginto deeper poverty f:verywilere11 {n ti;ebsiout}iha; I\\;Ivzlslois

jority of biacks still lived below -

the North. In 1930, the majority o ived below the M

i Line, growing cotton as sharecroppers an !
E:Zl?l:loods cgrumpled along with the stockmarket: cotton prices had

dropped sharply from 18 cents per pound in 1929 to & cents in 1933.

ivati & even
That year, two-thirds of the blacks cultivating cotton only t;:oi; e
or went d,eeper into debt. Moving to southern cities in s&:e‘lr]iI 0 " g{,;
. e o
blacks encountered angry unemployed whites, shouting: “INo ]
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Niggers Until Every White Man Has a Job!” “Niggers, back to the cotton
fields ~— city jobs are for white foiks.” By 1932, more than 50 percent
of blacks living in southern cities were unemployed.”

In northern cities, unemployment rates among blacks soared to similar
fevels. In 1932, sociologist Kelley Miller described the black worker as
“the surplus man, the last to be hired and the first to be fired.” In Harlem,
according to social worker Anna Arnold Hedgeman, blacks were “faced
with the reality of starvation and they turned sadly to public re-
fief. . . . Meanwhile, men, women, and children combed the streets and
searched in garbage cans for food, foraging with dogs and cats. . . | Many
families had been reduced to living below street level, It was estimated
that more than ten thousand Negroes lived in cellars and basements
which had been converted into makeshift flats. Packed in damp, ratridden
dungeons, they existed in squalor not wo different from that of Arkansas
sharecroppers.”74

The statistics told the story of hardship and hunger for blacks. In its
survey of 106 cities, the Urban League found that “with a few notable
exceptions. . . the proportion of Negroes uremployed was from 30 to
60 percent greater than for whites.” Similarly, government reports
showed that blacks joined the relicf rolls two times more frequently than
whites due to unemployment. In October 1933, 18 percent of the black
population was on relief, compared to ro percent for whites. *“Hererofore
[the black’s] employment problem has been chiefly one of advancement
to positions commensurate with his ability,” an Urban League leader
explained. “Today he is endeavoring to hold the line against advancing
armies of white workers intent upon gaining and content to accept
occupations which were once thought too menial for white hands, "7

The New Deal seemed to offer little relief to blacks. Federal programs
designed to provide a safety net for people in distress forced blacks to
take a back seat. The Agricultural Adjustment Administration offered
white farmers and workers higher rates of support than their black
counterparts. “The AAA was no new deal for blacks,” wrote historian
Harvard Sitkoff; “it was a continuation of the same old raw deal.”
Similarly, the National Recovery Administration failed to protect black
workers from discrimination in employment and wages. Blacks de-
nounced the NRA as “Negroes Ruined Again” and “Negro Removal
Act.” In 1935, at 2 conference on “The Position of the Negro in the
Present Economic Crisis,” black leaders and intellectuals grimly assessed
the Roosevelt administration: “The Negro worker has good reason to
feel that his government has betrayed him under the New Deal.”7s

The economic crisis and the failure of the New Deal generated strategy
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debates among blacks, especially within the NAACP. Feeling that blacks
had been battered economically and politically, W. E. B. DuBois decided
that they should consider “voluntary segregation.” As a leader of the
NAACP and the editor of The Crisis, DuBois had long been a fighter
for integration. But the Great Depression led him to urge blacks to “herd
together” and “segregate” themselves, at least on an interim basis, in
order to survive. They should view themselves as black consumers and
producers, committed to working together to build a black “economic
nation within a nation.” They should create a “closed economic cir:
cle” — shop at Negro-owned stores stocked with Negro-grown foos.i,'
transported by Negro shippers, and processed by Negroes. What DuBois
had in mind was not capitalism but a “cooperative and socialistic state”
within the black community, “a collective system on a non-profit basis?
with the consumers at “the center and the beginning of the
organization.””?

DuBois argued that such a separatist strategy was only “common
sense.”” Blacks should “face the fact quite calmly that most white Amer.
icans [did] not like them.” Criticized harshly by the NAACP for his_
segregationist proposal, DuBois resigned as editor. Declaring that seg:
regation was an evil, the NAACP called for “the building of a labor
movement, industrial in character, which will unite all labor, white and
black, skilled and unskilled, agricultural and industrial,”?®

Indeed, blacks had begun to enter industrial employment and the
labor movement, The economic crisis had underscored the power of
management to use blacks as strikebreakers and the need for fabor unions
to combat this tactic by including black workers and by promoting unity
among the Stephanos, Trinculos, and Calibans of depression America
‘Therefore, in 1933, the United Mine Workers led by John L. Lewi
launched a campaign to bring black workers into the union by employing
black organizers and demanding equal pay, regardless of race. Known
as “the U.M.W. Formula,” this strategy was adopted by the Committe
for Industriai Organization (CIO), which initated massive organizing
drives across the country. Led by Philip Murray, the Steel Workers Or
ganizing Committee announced that its policy was “one of absolut
racial equality in Union membership.” In $t. Louis in 1937, an Urban
League official reported: “The $.W.0.C. organizers are making it a poin
to have a Negro officer in each lodge, composed from a plant in whic
there are Negre workers.” Practicing an early version of affirmativ
action, the Packinghouse Workers Organizing Committee successfull
demanded that Swift and Company hire blacks in proportion to thei

reentage of the Chicago population. In the auto industry, the United
uto Workers urged blacks to join, pledging its opposition to racial
scrimination. In 19471, after it enrolled black workers, who constitured
percent of Ford Motor Company’s laber force, the UAW won union
fecognition and wage increases. While these achievements did not mean
the end of racism among white workers, they demonstrated that inter-
recial labor solidarity was essential, especially in the struggle against
management during a time of economic crisis. Like the “giddy multi-
tude” of Bacon’s Rebellion, these black and white workers understood
their common class interests.”

‘Meanwhile, seeking to attract black voters, New Deal policymakers
were beginning to address the needs of blacks. The Public Works Admin-
istration, for example, mandated the proviso “There shali be no dis-
crimination on account of race, creed or color.” Blacks praised the WPA
for prohibiting racial discrimination and for giving them a chance to
participate in the program. “In the northern communities, particularly
the urban centers,” a black journal editorialized, “‘the Negro has been
afforded his first real opportunity for employment in white-color oc-
cpations.” The Democratic strategy of appealing to blacks, according
to Sitkoff, paid off “handsomely.” The massive migration of blacks to
northern cities had led o a national political realignment; increasingly,
they became an important force in the northern states that possessed a
large number of electoral votes. A contemporary political analyst cal-
celated thar black voters held the power to control elections in northern
tates totaling 157 electoral votes, 31 more than the southern states.
During the depression, disillusioned with Herbert Hoover and the Re-
publicans, blacks were starting to abandon the party of Lincoln. In the
1936 presidential election, according to George Gallup, over three-
ourths of northern blacks voted for Franklin D. Roosevelt, who had
been promoted among them as the second “Emancipator.”#

 Blacks were becoming players in a newly emerging Democratic coa-
ition, but their advances in labor and politics would soon be swept into
he powerfu] international currents of World War I1.

368 369




NOTES

NOTES

19. Tomas Almaguer, “Racial Domination and Class Conflict in Capitalisz§
riculture: The Oxnard Sugar Beet Workers’ Strike of 1903," Labor History, vok.
no. 3 (summer 1984), p. 347; Howard M. Sachar, A History of the Jews in Am
{New York, 1992}, p. 183,

20. For the concept of liminality, see Victor Turner, Dramas, Fields, and
aphors: Symbolic Action in Human Society (Ithaca, N.Y,, 1974), pp. 232, 237
Arnold Van Gennep, The Rites of Passage (Chicago, 1960). What 1 try to do
apply liminality to the land calied America.

21. Kazuo lto, Issei: A History of Japanese Immigrants in North America (Seez,
1973}, p. 33; Arnold Schrier, Ireland and the American Emigration, 1850—x3
{(New York, 1970), p. 24; Abraham Cahan, The Rise of David Levinsky (New %
1960; originally published in 1917), pp. 59-61; Mary Antin, quoted in H
World of Our Fathers, p. 27; Lawrence A. Cardoso, Mexican Emigration tz
United States, 18971931 (Tucson, Ariz., 1981), p. 8o.

22. Ronald Takaki, Strangers from a Different Shore: A History of Asian Asuis
icans (Boston, 1989), pp. 88~89; Jack Weatherford, Native Roots: How the I
Enriched America (New York, 1991), pp. 210, 2123 Carey McWilliams, North §
Mexico: The Spanish-Speaking People of the United States (New Yoik, 3
p. 154; Stephan Thernstrom (ed.), Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ea_:
Groups (Cambridge, Mass., 1980}, p. 22; Sachar, A History of the Jews in Am

. 367, :
g 323. Walt Whitman, Leaves of Grass {New York, 1958), p. 284; Mathilde Bumms..
“Negro Work Songs” (1940), 1 typescript in Box o1 (“Music”), Hllinois Weiey
Project, U.S.W.BA.,, in James R. Grossmar, Land of Hope: Chicago, Black
erners, and the Great Migration (Chicago, 1989), p. 1923 Carl Wittke, The Ir:
America (Baton Rouge, La., 1956), p. 19; Ito, Issei, p. 341; Manuel Gamio, Mexs
Immigration to the United States {Chicago, r930]}, pp. 84-85.

24. Abraham Lincoln, “First Inaugural Address,” in The Annals of Ama:_
vol. 9, 1863—1865: The Crisis of the Union {Chicago, 1968), p. 255; Lincoln, “F
Gettysburg Address,” pp. 462—463; Abraham Lincoln, letter 1o James C'. Conk%
August 26, 1863, in Annals of America, p. 439; Frederick Douglass, in Hest
Aptheker (ed.), A Documentary History of the Negro People in the United St
{New York, 1951), vol. 1, p. 496. .

25. Weber {ed.), Foreigners in Their Native Land, p. vi; Hamilton Holt
The Life Stories of Undistinguished Americans as Told by Themselves (New Yoz
1906}, p. 143.

26, “Social Docament of Pany Lowe, interviewed by C. H. Burnett, Se
July 5, 1924, p. 6, Survey of Race Relations, Stanford University, Hoover insti.tzm
Archives; Minnie Miller, “Autcbiography,” private manuscript, copy from Ricass:
Balkin; Tomo Shoji, presentation, Ohana Cultural Center, Oakland, Califorsis
March 4, 1988, :

27, Sandra Cisneros, The House on Mango Street (New York, x99¥), pp. 1
t10; Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony {New York, 1978), p. 2; Harriet A, Jasis

semts in the Life of a Slave Girl, written by berself (Cambridge, Mass., 1987;
wigeally published in 1857), p. xiii.

=k Carlos Fuentes, The Buried Mirror: Reflections on Spain and the New World
Faszon, 1992), pp. To, II, r09; Barbara W. Tuchman, A Distant Mirror: The
Sademitons 14th Century (New York, 1978), pp. xili, xiv.

5. Adrienne Rich, Blood, Bread, and Poetry: Selected Prose, 1979~r1985 (New
«. 1986), pp. 199.

w3 Ishmael Reed, “America: The Multinational Society,” in Rick Simonson and
iz Walker (eds.), Multi-cultural Literacy (St. Paul, 1988), p. 160; Ito, Issei,
57

- Archur M. Schiesinger, Jr, The Disuniting of America: Reflections on a
ticultural Society (Knoxville, Tenn., 1991); Carlos Bulosan, America Is in the
hawr: A Personal History (Seattle, 1981), pp. 188~18g.

Part I: Before Columbus

5. “The Saga of the Greenlanders: Eirik the Red Takes Land in fceland” and
2 Saga of Eirik the Red: Leif Eiriksson Discovers Vinland,” in Vinland the Good:
+Saga of Leif Eiriksson and the Viking Discovery of America, with a Preface by
‘ze Ingstad {Oslo, 1986). The Greenland saga was written down in the fourteenth
mry and the saga of Eirik in the fifteenth century.

z. Vinland the Good, pp. 20, 26, 28.

3. Vinland the Good, pp. 65~66, 34, 71~72. The name “Skraclings” was applied
e Norsemen to Indians in Vinland and may be related to the medern Norwegian
3 skraela, or “scream.” See Gwyn Jones, The Norse Atlantic Saga: Being the
éwmse Voyages of Discovery and Settlement to Iceland, Greenland, America (New
%, 1964), pp. 59-60.

4. Vinland the Good, pp. 66, 68, 36, 6g.

3. Christopher Columbus, Journal, October 21 and 23, 1492, in Samuel Eliot
rison (ed.), Journals and Other Documents on the Life and Voyages of Chris-
igsher Columbus (New York, 1961}, pp. 78, 79.

Chapter 2. The “Tempest™ in the Wilderness

1. Frank G. Speck, “Penobscot Tales and Religious Beliefs,” Journal of American
lore, vol. 48, no. 187 (January—March 1915), p. 19; William Wood, quoted in
ham S. Simmons, Spirit of New England Tribes: Indian History and Folklore,
#20—1984 (Hanover, N.H., 1986), p. 66; Edward Johnson, Wonder-working Proy-
wience, 1628~1651, edited by F. Franklin Jameson (New York, 1910; originally

zblished in 1654), p. 39; Colin G. Calloway (ed.), Dawnland Encounters: Indians
s=d Europeans in Northern New England (Hanover, N.H., 1991), pp. 30, 50; Roger
“iiliams, A Key into the Language of America (Detroit, 1973), p. 191. See also

432 433




NOTES

James Axrell, “Through Another Glass Darkly: Early Indian Views of Europeans,™

in Axtell, After Columbus: Essays in the Ethnobistory of Colonial North America

(New York, 1988), pp. x25—143.

2. Simmons, Spirit of New England Tribes, pp. 71, 72; Axtell, After Columbus,
p. 129; James Axtell, The Invasion Within: The Contest of Cultures in Colonial
North America (New York, 1985), p. 8.

3. William Shakespeare, The Tempest (New York, 1904), Act V, sc. i, 184-185.
The Tempest has recently been swept into the storm over “political correct-
ness.” In 1991, George Will issued a scathing attack on “left” scholars and their
“perverse” “liberation” of literature, especially their interpretation of this play as a
reflection of “the impertalist rape of the Third World.”” Shakespeare specialist Ste-
phen Greenblatt responded: “This is a curicus example ~ since it is very difficule
to argue that The Tempest is not about imperialism.” Such an authoritative coun-
terstatement clears the way for a study of this story in refationship to its historical
setting. See George Will, “Literary Politics: ‘The Tempest’? It’s ‘really’ about im-
perialism. Emily Dickinson’s poetry? Masturbation,” Newsweek, April 22, 1991,
p. 72; and Stephen Greenblatt, “The Best Way to Kill Our Literary Inheritance Is
to Turn It into a Decorous Celebration of the New World Order,” Chronicle of
Higher Education, vol. 37, no. 39 (June 12, 1991), pp. Bx, 3. As Adam Begley has
recently noted, literary critic Stanley Fish reminds us that “the circumsrances of an

utterance determine its meaning.” See Begley, “Souped-up Scholar,” New York Times
Magazine, May 3, 1992, p. 52. My appreciation to Frederick E. Hoxie and David

Thelen for helping me develop the critical contours of my analysis.

4. Winthrop Jordan, White Quer Black: American Attitudes toward the Negro,
1550—18r2 (Chapel Hill, N.C., 1968), pp. 37—40. Othelle was first performed in
1604, before the founding of Jamestown. Jordan overlooked the rich possibility of
studying The Tempest. ‘

5. Nicholas P. Canny, “The Ideology of English Colonization: From Ireland 1o
America,” William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd series, vol. 30, no. 4 {October 1973},
p. 58s; David B. Quinn, The Elizabethans and the Irish {lthaca, N.Y., 1966},
p. 161; Francis Jennings, The Invasion of America: Indians, Colonialism, and the
Cant of Conguest (New York, 1976), p. 7. In White Supremacy; A Comparative
Study in American & South African History (New York, 1971), George Frederickson
describes the conquest of Ireland as a “rebearsal™ (p. r3).

6. Canny, “Ideology,” pp. 585, $88; Howard Mumford Jones, O Strange New
World: American Culture, the Formative Years (New York, 1965), p. 169; Keith
Thomas, Man and the Natural World: A History of the Modern Sensibility (New
York, 1983), p. 42; Jennings, [nvasion of America, pp. 46, 495 James Muldeon,
“The Indian as Irishman,” Essex Institute Historical Collections, vol. 111 (October
1975, 269; Quinn, Elizabethans and Irish, p. 76.

7. Muldoon, “Indian as Irishman,” p. 284; Quinn, Elizabethans and Irish,
p. 108.

8. Canny, “Ideology,” pp. 593, 582; Jennings, Invasion of America, p. 153;

434

NOTES

* Frederickson, White Supremacy, p. 15; Quinn, Elizabethans and Irish, pp. 132~

133.

9. Canny, “Ideclogy,” p. §82; Jennings, Invasion of America, p. 168; Douglas
Hyde, Literary History of Ireland (London, 1894}, p. 473.

10. Canny, “Ideology,” p. $88; Jennings, Invasion of America, pp. 46, 49; Quinn,
Elizabethans and Irish, p. 76; Shakespeare, Tempest, Act 1V, sc. i, 188—189,

11, Quinn, Elizabethans and Irish, p. 121; William Christie MacLeod, *“Celt
and Indian: Britain’s Old World Frontier in Relation to the New,” in Paul Bohannan
and Fred Plog (eds.), Bevond the Frontier: Social Process and Cultural Change
{Garden City, N.Y., 1967), pp. 38~39; Jennings, [nvasion of America, p. 312,

12. Quinn, Elizabethans and Irish, p. 121; Muldoon, “Indian as Irishman,”
p. 270; Macleod, “Celt and Indian,” p. 26; sce also Canny, “Ideology,” p. 576.

13. Shakespeare, Tempest, Act 1, sc. ii, 229; Frank Kermode, “Introduction,”
The Tempest, The Arden Edition of the Works of William Shakespeare (London,
1969), p. xxvii; Robert R, Cawley, “Shakespeare’s Use of the Voyagers in The
Tempest,” Publications of the Modern Language Association of America, vol, 43,
no. 3 {September ¥926), pp. 699—700, 689; Frederickson, White Supremacy, p. 22.
See also Leo Marx, The Machine in the Garden: Technology and the Pastoral Ideal
in America (New York, 1964}, pp. 34—75.

14. Shakespeare, Tempest, ActIl, sc. 1, 45—~53, 148-133; Cawley, “Shakespeare’s
Use,” pp. 702, 703, 704; Kirkpatrick Sale, The Conguest of Paradise: Christopher
Columbus and the Columbian Legacy (New York, 1990), p. 102, For analysis of
America imaged as a woman, sec Carolyn Merchant, Ecollogical Revolutions: Na-
ture, Gender, and Science in New England (Chapel Hill, N.C,, 1989), p. 101; Annette
Kolodny, The Lay of the Land: Metaphor as Experience and History in American
Life and Leiters (Chapel Hill, N.C., z975).

15. Kermode (ed.}, introduction, Tempest, p. xxiv. For anagram of Hamlet, see
dedication to William Shakespeare at Kronborg Castle, Denmark.

16. Christopher Columbus, Journal, November 12, 1492, in Samuel Eliot Mor-
ison {ed.), Journals and Other Documents on the Life and Voyages of Christopber
Columbus (New York, 1963}, p. 126; Sale, Conguest of Paradise, p. 126; Guillermo

- Coma to the Duke of Milan, December 13, 1494, in Morison {ed.), Journals of

Columbus, p. 238; Cuneo to Lord Hieronymo Annari, October 15, 1495, in Morison
(ed.}, Journals of Columbus, pp. 226~227.

17. Kenneth M. Morrison, The Embattled Northeast: The Elusive Ideal of Al-
liance in Abenaki-Euramerican Relations (Berkeley, Calif., 1984), pp. 22—23; Leon-
ard A. Adolf, “Squanto’s Role in Pilgrim Diplomacy,” Ethuobistory, vol. 1x, no. 4
(fall 1964}, pp. 247-248; Cawley, “Shakespeare’s Use,” pp. 720, 721; Shakespeare,
Ternpest, Act 11, sc. ii, 70—72; Kermode (ed.), text explanation, Tempest, p. 62.

18. William Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation: 16201647 (New York, 1967},
p. 26; Frederickson, White Supremacy, p. 11; Roy Harvey Pearce, Savagism and
Civilization: A Study of the Indian and the American Mind (Baltimore, 1967},
p. 123 Calloway (ed.), Dawnland Encounters, p. 33.

435




NOTES

NOTES

19, Wilcomb Washburn (ed.}, Indian and White Man (New York, 1964), pp- 4~
53 Morrison, Embattled Notrtheast, pp. 22-23; see Riane Eisler, The Chalice and
the Blade: Our History, Our Future (New York, 1988) for the significance of “th:
sword.” :

20. Shakespeare, Tempest, Act IV, sc. i, 16—17; Act 1, s¢. i, 345—352; Washburs:
{ed)), Indian and White Man, pp. 4, 5, 7 :

21. Frederickson, White Supremacy, p. 9; the terms “descent” and “‘consem™ .
are from Werner Sollors, Beyond Etbuicity: Consent and Descent in American Cud» ~
ture (New York, 1986), p. 6. Sollors minimizes the significance of race, arguing thez
it is “merely one aspect of ethnicity” (p. 36). I take the opposite position here 2z
well as in ‘Takaki, “Reflections on Racial Patterns in America,” in Takaki (ed.), Frome :
Different Shores: Perspectives ont Race and Ethnicity in America (New York, 19875,
pp. 26—38; and Takaki, Iron Cages: Race and Culture in Nineteenth-Century Ames-
ica (New York, 1979). :

22. Sollors, Beyond Etbnicity, pp. 36~37; Frederickson, White Supremacy.
p. 8; Columbus, Journal, November 12 and December 25, 1492, in Morison {ed},
Journals of Columbus, pp. 92, 136; Shakespeare, Tempest, Act 111, s¢. iii, 29~31.

23. Shakespeare, Tempest, Act ], s, i, 3523603 Cawley, “Shakespeare’s Use,”
p. 715; Frederickson, White Supremacy, p. 12; Pearce, Savagism and Civilization;,
pp. 9, 10. Aimé Césaire also recognized this angry and articulate Caliban and moveg -
him from margin to center. See his Termpest (New York, 1969). :

24. Axtell, After Columbus, p. 190; Helen C. Rountree, The Powhatan Indians:
of Virginia: Their Traditional Culture (Nosman, Okla., 1990}, Pp. 44, 45, 46, 43+ :
60, 63. .

25. Mortimer J. Adier {ed.), The Annals of America, vol. 1, Discovering a Nexe
World {Chicago, 1968), pp. 21, 26, 22.

26. Gary Nash, Red, White, and Black: The Peoples of Early America (Engle-
wood Cliffs, N.J., 1974}, p. 58; Adler (ed.), Annals of America, vol. 1, p. 26.

27. Cotton Mather, Magralia Christi Americana, books 1 and 2 (Cambridge,
Mass., 1977), p. 116; Frederickson, White Supremacy, p. 24; Sale, Conquest of
Paradise, p. 277.

28, Jennings, Invasion of America, p. 66; Nash, Red, White, and Black, p. 57.

19. Merchant, Ecological Revolutions, p. 22; Shakespeare, Tempest, Act I,
s¢. i, go—gT; Act 1V, sc. i, 160; Act Il sc. ii, 48—49; Thomas More, Utopia (New
Haven, Conn., 1964), p. 76; Thomas, Man and the Natural World, p. 42; Cawlex,
“Shakespeare’s Use,” p. 715.

30. Jennings, Invasion of America, pp. 78, 85; Sale, Conguest of Paradise,
p. 295-

31. Nash, Red, White, and Black, pp. 62, 63; Sale, Conguest of Paradise,
PP- 293, 294; Jennings, Invasion of America, p. 153.

32. Sollots, Beyond Ethnicity, pp. 6, 36, 37.

43. Shakespeare, Tempest, Act TV, sc, i, 188—189; Act I, sc. if, 255—260, 342~
344, 350—365; Kermode {ed.), text explanation, Tempest, p. 63.

34. Howard $. Russell, Indian New England Before the Mayflower (Hanoves,
N.H., 1980), p. 11; John Smith, “A Description of New England,” in Adler {ed.},
. Annals of America, vol. 1, p. 39.

35. Eva L. Butler, “Algonkian Culture and the Use of Maize in Southern New
England,” Bulletin of the Archeological Society of Connecticut, no. 22 {December

1948), p. &; Speck, “Penobscor Tales,” p. 753 Merchant, Ecological Revolutions,
p. 72 ’

36. Russell, Indian New England, pp. 10, 11, 166; Merchant, Ecological Rev-
olutions, p. 80; Peter A. Thomas, “*Contrastive Subsistence Strategies and Land Use
" as Factors for Understanding Indian-White Relations in New England,” Ethnobis-
tory, vol. 23, no. 1 {winter 1976), p. 10; Williams, A Key into the Language of
Amierica, p. 170; Butler, “Algonkian Culture,” pp. 15, 17. For a study of the Abenakis
as hunters, see Merchant, Ecological Revolutions, pp. 29-68.

37. Johnson, Wonder-working Providence, p. 262; Willam Cronon, Changes in
the Land. Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England (New York, 1983},

PP 55, §6; William Wood, New England’s Prospect, edited by Alden T. Vaughn
~ {Ambherst, Mass., 1977), p. 96.

38. Alfred W. Crosby, “Virgin Soil Epidemics as a Factor in the Aboriginal
Depopulation in America,” William and Mary Quarterly, vol. 33, no. 2 (April 1976),
p. 289; Dean R. Srow, “Abenaki Fur Trade in the Sixteenth Century,” Western
Canadian Journal of Anthropology, vol. 6, no. 1 {1976), p. 8; Merchant, Ecological
Revolutions, p. go.

39. Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation, pp. 270-271.

40. Roy Harvey Pearce, “The ‘Ruines of Mankind’: The Indian and Puritan
Mind,” Journal of the History of ldeas, vol. 13 (1952), p. 201; Peter Carroll,
Puritanism and the Wilderness: The Intellectual Significance of the Frontier, 1629—
rroo (New York, 1969), p. 13; Johnson, Wonder-working Providence, p. 40.

41, Cronon, Changes in the Land, p. 9o; Alfred W. Crosby, “God . . . Would
Destroy Them, and Give Their Country to Another People,” American Heritage,
vol. 29, no. 6 {Qcteber/November 1978), p. 40; Bradford, Of Plyniouth Plantation,
pp. 65—66.

42. William S. Simmons, *Cultural Bias in the New England Purirans’ Perception
of Indians,” William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd series, vol. 38 (January 1981,
pp. 70, 62.

43. Kai Erikson, Wayward Puritans: A Study in the Sociology of Deviance (New
York, 1966), pp. 13, G4; see also Pearce, Savagism and Civilization, p. 8.

44. Cotton Mather, On Witcheraft: Being, The Wonders of the Invisible World
(New York, n.d.; originally published in 1692}, p. §3; Simmons, “Cultural Bias,”
p. 7L

45. Richard Slotkin, Regeneration through Violence: The Mythology of the
Awmerican Frontier, 1600—1860 {Middetown, Conn., 1973), pp. 132, 142, 65.

46. Johuson, Wonder-working Providence, p. 263; Bradford, Of Plymouth Plan-
tation, p. 205.

436 437




NOTES

47. John Winthrop, Winthrop Papers, vol. 2 (1623~1630), Massachuserts Hs-

torical Society (1931), p. £39.
48. Thomas, “Contrastive Subsistence Strategies and Land Use,” p. 4.

49. Charles M. Segal and David C. Stineback (eds.), Puritans, Indians ¢ Manifez
Destiny (New York, 1977), pp. 136~137, 111; Sherburne F Cook, “Interracis
Warfare and Population Decline among the New England Indians,” Ethnokistors;
vol. 20 {winter 1973}, pp. 19—21; Simmons, “‘Cultural Bias,” p. 67; Segal and

Stineback (eds.), Puritans, Indians & Manifest Destiny, p. 182.

50. Johnson, Wonder-working Providence, pp. 71, 168, 211, 247~248; sz

Cronon, Changes in the Land, pp. 166—167.
51. Shakespeare, Tempest, Act LI, sc. ii, 62.

52. Shakespeare, Temipest, Act 1V, sc. i, 188~189; Sollors, Beyond Etlmm%

pp. 6~7, 36=37.

53. Perry Miller, “Errand into the Wiiderness,” in Miller, Errand into the Wik

derness (New York, 1964), pp. 1—15; Miller's metaphor and theme originally car

frotn Samuel Danforth’s sermon, delivered on May 11, 1670, entitied “A Berigd
Recognition of New England’s Errand inte the Wilderness”; John Winthrop, “&.:
Model of Christian Charity,” in Perry Miller (ed.), The American Puritans: Thai

Prose and Poetry (New York, 1958), pp. 79—84; Simimons, “Cultural Bias,” p. 67.
54. Speck, “Penobscot Tales,” pp. 66—~70.
s5. Cronon, Changes in the Land, pp. 162—163.
$6. Merchant, Ecological Revolutions, p. 93; Axtell, Invasion Within, p. 167
57. Nash, Red, White, and Black, pp. 302~303.

58. Thomas Jefferson to Brother John Baptist de Coigne, chiel of Kaskasksz,

June 1781, and to John Page, August 5, 1776, in Andrew A. Lipscomb and Albers
E. Bergh (eds.), Writings of Thomas Jefferson, 20 vols, (Washington, D.C,, 19c4},
vol. 16, p. 372; vol. 4, pp. 270—27L.

59, Jefferson to chiefs of the Shawnee Nation, February 19, 1807, in Lipscom® -

and Bergh (eds.), Writings of Jefferson, vol. 16, p. 424.

60. Thomas Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia {New York, 1861), p. 95.

61. Jefferson to chiefs of the Upper Cherokees, May 4, 1808, in Lipscomb arnd
Bergh (eds.), Writings of Jefferson, vol. 16, p. 434; Jefferson to John Baptist dz
Coigne, June 1781, in Julian Boyd {ed.), The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, 18 vols.
(Princeton, N.J., 195¢—1965), vol. 6, pp. 60~63; Jefferson to Delawares, Mohicans,
and Munries, December 21, 1808, in Lipscomb and Bergh (eds.), Writings of Je&
ferson, vol. 16, p. 452.

62. Jefferson to Choctaw Nation, December 17, 1803, and to chiefs of the
Otrawas, Chippewas, Powtewatamies, Wyandots, and Senecas of Sandusky, Apr
2z, 1808, in Lipscomb and Bergh leds.), Writings of jefferson, vol. 16, pp. 401,
429.

63. Jefferson, “Confidential Message.Recommending a Western Exploring Ex-
pedition,” January 18, 1803, in Lipscomb and Bergh (eds.), Writings of Jefferson,
vol. 3, pp. 489—490; Jefferson to Governor William H. Harrison, February 27,

438

NOTES

803, in Lipscomb and Bergh {eds.}, Writings of Jefferson, vol. 10, pp. 370-373;

gefferson to Horatio Gates, July 11, 1803, in Paut L. Ford {ed.), The Works of

Thomas Jefferson, 20 vols. (New York, 1892—1899}, vol. 10, p. 133 Jefferson, draft
of an amendment to the Constitution, July 1803, in Ford (ed.), Works of Jefferson,
vol. 8, pp. 241—248; Jefferson to Cherokees, January 9, 1809, in Lipscomb and

- Bergh (ed.), Writings of Jefferson, vol. 16, pp. 458—459-

64. Jefferson to John Adams, June rx, 1812, in Lester J. Cappon (ed.), The

Adams-Jefferson Letters, 2 vols. (Chapel Hill, N.C., 1959), vol. 2, pp. 307308,
Jefferson to Governor William H. Harrison, February 27, ¥803; to chiefs of the
Ottawas, Chippewas, Powtewatamies, and Senecas, April 22, 1808; and to chiefs

of the Wyandots, Ottawas, Chippewas, Powtewatamies, and Shawnees, January 10,
1809, in Lipscomb and Bergh (eds.), Writings of Thomas Jefferson, vol. 10

pp. 370—373; vol. 16, pp. 431—432, 463.

65. Jefferson to John Adams, June 11, 1812, in Cappon (ed.), The Adams-

. Jefferson Letters, vol. 2, pp. 307~308.

66. Jefferson to Adams, June 131, 1812, in Cappon (ed.), The Adams-Jefferson

. Letters, vol. 2, pp. 307~308; Jefferson to William Ludlow, September €, 1824, in

Lipscomb and Bergh {eds.), Writings of Jefferson, vol. 16, pp. 74—75.

Chapter 3. The “Giddy Multitude”

1. Winthrop Jordan, White Qver Black: American Attitudes toward the Negro,
1550~1812 (Chapel Hill, N.C., 1968), pp. 6, 15.

2. William Shakespeare, The Tempest {New York, 1904), Act L, sc. ii, 269~270;
Jordan, White Over Black, pp. 4~5, 7

3. Shakespeare, Tempest, Act I, sc. ii, 350-360; Jordan, White Quer Black,

Pp. 24, 25.-

4. Jordan, White Qver Black, pp. 29—30; Shakespeare, Tempest, Act Il sc. i,
20~130,

5. Shakespeare, Tempest, Act I, sc. ii, 310~311; Jordan, White Over Black,
p- 73

6. Otaudah Equiano, “Early Travels of Olaudah Equiano,” in Philip D. Curtain,
Africa Remembered: Narratives by West Africans from the Era of the Slave Trade
(Madison, Wis., 1968), pp. 92-97.

2. Edmund Morgan, American Slavery — American Freedom: The Ordeal of
Colonial Virginia (New York, 1975), p. 154. This is the most important study of
class and race relations in early Virginia.

8. T, H. Breen and Shephen Innes, “Myne Owne Grounde”; Race and Freedotn
on Virginia’s Eastern Share, 1640~1676 (New York, 1980}, p. 59; Abbot Emerson
Smith, Golonists in Bondage: White Servitude and Convict Labor in America, 1607
1776 (Gloucester, Mass., 1965}, pp. 4, 13.

9. Smith, Colonists in Bondage, pp. 3, 45.

xo. Smith, Colonists in Bondage, pp. 68-69, 163, 166—167; Marcus W.

439




Jernegan, Laboring and Dependent Classes in Colonial America, 1601783 (New
York, 1960}, p. s0.

1x. Smith, Colonists in Bondage, pp. 256, 253.

12. William W. Hening, The Statutes at Large; Being a Collection of All the
Laws of Virginia, 13 vols. (Richmond, 1809~1823), vol. 2, p. 26; Helen Carrers
(ed.), Judicial Cases Concerning American Slavery and the Negro, vol. 1, Cases from
the Courts of England, Virginia, West Virginia, and Kentucky (New York, 198
p. 8o.

13. Catterall, Judicial Cases, pp. 77, 78; Morgan, American Slavery — Americar
Freedom, pp. 155, 336; Winthrop Jordan, “Modern Tensions and the Origins. 2
American Slavery,” Journal of Southern History, vol. 28, no. 1 (February 196
p. 283 Breen and Innes, “Myne Owne Grounde,” p. 96.

14. Hening, Statutes, vol. 1, p. 226; Breen and Innes, “Myne Owne Grounde”:
Pp-. 25, 29; Catterall, Judicial Cases, p. 77.

15. “laventory of the goods Cattle and Chattles of and belonging unto the estazs
of Mr, William Burdett,” November 13, 1643, reprinted in Susie M. Ames {ed]
County Court Records of Accomack-Northampton, Virginia, r640~1645 (Chas:
lottesville, Va., 1973}, pp. 419~425.

16, Ames {ed.), Court Records, pp. 324, 255, 433—434; Jordan, White OW
Black, p. 75; Morgan, American Slavery — American Freedom, p. 154; Carl Deglez
Out of Our Past: The Forces That Shaped Modern America (New York, 196
P 34

17. Oscar Handlin, Race and Nationality in American Life (New York, 19
p. 7; Alden T. Vaughan, “The Origins Debate: $lavery and Racism in Seventeensi-
Century Virginia,” Virginia Magazine of History and Biograpiry, vol. 97, no. 3 (Juby
1989), p. 354. See Degler, Out of Qur Past, pp. 26—39, for a refutation of
Handlin thesis as presented in Handlin, Race and Nationality, pp. 3—22.

18. Hening, Statutes, vol. 2, pp. 26, 270.

19. Jordan, White Over Black, pp. 64, 69, 71; Mortimer J. Adler {ed.), Ti*
Annals of America, vol. 1, Discovering a New World (Chicago, 1968), p. 167.

20. Morgan, American Slavery — Asmerican Freedom, pp. 404, 422, 298; T. &,
Breen, “A Changing Labor Force and Race Relations in Virginia, 1660—-1710,™
]oumal of Social History, vol. 7 (fall 19v3), p. 8. Breen’s essay is heuristic.

. Smith, Colonists in Bondage, p. 29.

22. Hening, Statutes, vol. 2, pp. 260, 281. See Ann Stoler, “Sexual Affronts am%
Racial Frontiers: National Identity, ‘Mixed Bloods,” and the Cultural Genealogies
of Europeans in Colonial Southeast Asia,” paper presented at the conference o -
“The Decolonization of Imagination: The New Europe and Its Others,” Amsterdams,
May 1991. :

23. Jordan, White Quer Black, p. §79.

24. Breen, “Changing Labor Force,” pp. 16, 17; Morgan, Amierican Slavery — -
American Freedom, pp. 404, 423; Degler, Out of Our Past, p. z7; Russell Menard, .
“From Servants to Slaves: The Transformation of the Chesapeake Labor System,™ -

“Bouthern Studies, vol. § (winter 1977), p. 370; Hening, Statutes, vol. 3, pp. 447~
548,
25. Handlin, Race and Nationality, pp. 13, 19,
26. Menard, “From Servants to Slaves,” p. 363; Morgan, American Slavery —
“American Freedom, p. 299.
.. 27. Shakespeare, Tempest, Act I, sc. 1i, 180—190; Act 11, sc. ii, 6o—70; Act 11,
55, 11, 110~140; Act IV, sc. 1, 250—260.
" 28, Breen, “Changing Labor Force,” p. 4.
- 29. Morgan, American Slavery — American Freedom, pp. 215—~220.

30. Morgan, American Slavery — American Freedom, p. 22.1.

31. Breen, “Changing Labor Force,” pp. 3, 8, 9; Breen and Innes, “Myne Oune
‘Grounde,” p. 60; Smith, Colonists in Bondage, p. 138,
32, Breen, “Changing Labor Force,” pp. 3-4; Morgan, American Slavery —
American Freedom, pp. 241—-242.
33. Morgan, American Slavery — American Freedom, p. 2§7. The House of
Burgesses used the term “giddy multitude™ to describe the followers of Nathaniel
“Bacon. H. R. Mcliwaine {ed.), Journals of the House of Burgesses of Virginia, 1659/
$o0—r1693 (Richmond, 1914). See Breen, “Changing Labor Force,” p. 18.
34. Morgan, Anterican Slavery — American Freedom, pp. 258, 260.
35. Breen, “Changing Labor Force,” p. 10.
36. Breen, “Changing Labor Force,” p. 11.
37. Morgan, American Slavery — American Freedom, p. 308; Breen, “Changing
Labor Force,” p. 12, Morgan is reluctant to press his analysis as far as I do. “The
substitution of slaves for servants gradually eased and eventually ended the threat
that the freedmen posed,” he wrote. “As the annual number of imported servants
dropped, so did the number of men turning free. ... Planters who bought slaves
_instead of servants did not do so with any apparent consciousness of the social
stability to be gained thereby.” Perhaps not, but perhaps they did, though not
apparently. See Theodore Allen, ‘... They Would Have Destroyed Me": Slavery
and the Origins of Racism,” Radical America, vol. ¢, no. 3 (May—June 1975},
pp. 41~63, which I read after completing my analysis of Bacon’s Rebellion, for an
argument that the planters acted deliberately and consciously.
38. Darrett B, and Anita H. Ruwman, A Place in Time: Middlesex County, Vir-
ginia, 1650—1750 (New York, 1984}, p. 165; Morgan, American Slavery -« Amer-
ican Freedom, p. 306.
39. Hening, Statutes, vol. z, pp. 48x, 493.
4¢. Morgan, American Slavery — American Freedom, pp. 222, 339; Hening,
Statutes, vol. 3, p. 451.
41. Breen and Innes, "Mine Owne Grounde,” p. 108.
42. Allen, “'They Would Have Destroyed Me, ” p. §5; Hening, Statutes,
vol. 3, pp. 86-87; Morgan, American Slavery — American Freedom, pp. 333,

135-337.
43. Hening, Statutes, vol. z, p. 481; vol. 3, pp. 459—460; vol. 10, p. 331; Breen,

440 441




NOTES

“Changing Labor Force,” p. 17; Benjamin Quarles, The Negro in the America;

Revolution (Chapel Hill, N.C,, 1961), p. 108.

44. Thomas Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia (New York, 18&
pp- 157-158.

45. Jefferson to John Adams, October 2.8, 1813, in Adrienne Koch and Wil&
Peden (eds.), The Life and Selected Writings of Thomas Jefferson (New York, 1g
p. 633.

46, Jefferson, Notes, p. 167; Jefferson to John Jordan, December 21, 1805, =

to W. Eppes, June 30, 1830, in Edwin M. Betts {ed.), Thomas Jefferson's Farm Book:

{Princeton, N.J., 1953), pp. 21, 43.

47. Jefferson to Daniel Bradley, October 6, 1805, and to Thomas M. Randcé;s&
June 8, 1803, in Betts (ed.), Jefferson’s Farm Book, pp. 21, 19.

48, Jefferson to Edward Coles, August 25, 1814, in Paul L. Ford {ed.), The Wordz
of Thomas Jefferson, 2o vols. (New York, 1892~1899), vol. 11, p. 416; Jeffersox
Notes, p. 132; Jefferson to Brissot de Warville, February 11, 1788, in Julian Bewd
{ed.}, The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, 18 vols. (Princeton, N.J,, 1950-19¢
vol. 12, pp. §77—578.

49. Jefferson to Francis Eppes, July 30, 1787, in Boyd {ed.), Papers, vol. =a,

p. 653; Jefferson to Nicholas Lewis, July 29, 1787, in Boyd (ed.), Papers, vol. 1=,
p. 640,
so. Jefferson, Notes, p. 155.
51. Jefferson, Notes, pp. 85—86; Jefferson to John Holmes, April 22, 1820, &
Ford (ed.), Works, vol. 12, pp. 334.

52. Jefferson to Jared Sparks, February 4, 1824, in Ford {ed.), Works, vol. £z,

p. 159-
53. Jefferson, Notes, pp. 127, 138.

54. Jordan, White Qver Black, pp. 283—284; Phillis Wheatley, The Poems =f

Phillis Wheatley, edited by Julian Mason (Chapel Hill, N.C., 1966), pp. 7, 34-
55. Jordan, White Over Black, p. 437; Jefferson, Notes, p. ¥35.

56. Banneker to Jefferson, August 19, 1791, reprinted in George Ducas, witk: '_

Charles Van Doren (eds.}), Great Docunents in Black American History (New York,
1970}, pp. 23-26.

57. Ibid.

58, Jefferson to Bannecker, August 30, 1791, in Ford (ed.), Works, vol. &
pp. 309-310; Jefferson to Joel Harlow, Qctober 8, 1809, in Ford (ed.), Works,
vol. 1x, p. 121.

59. Shakespeare, Tempest, Act IV, sc. i, 188—189; Jefferson, Notes, pp. 137~
141,

6o. Jefferson, Nofes, pp. 138—139, 127.

61. Jefferson, Notes, pp. 132133,

62. Jefferson to James Monroe, July 14, 1793, in Ford (ed.), Works, val. 7.

PP- 449—459; Jefferson to St. George Tucker, August 28, 1797, in Ford {ed.), Works,

vol. 8, p. 335; Jefferson to James Monroe, September 20, 1800, in Ford (ed.), Works,

442

NOTES

E 9, p. 147; Jefferson to William Burwell, January 28, 1805, in Betts (ed.), Jef-
gerson’s Farm Book, p. 20.
63. Jefferson to John Holmes, April 22, 1820, in Ford (ed.), Works, vol. 13,

“m. 159; Shakespeare, Tempest, Act 1, sc. ii, 310-314; Act 'V, sc. i, 100-110.

Part II: Prospero Unbound
1. Jefferson to John Hollins, May s, 1811, in Andrew A. Lipscomb and Albert

LE Bergh (eds.), Writings of Thomas Jefferson, zo vols, (Washington, D.C., 1904),

ol. 13, p. §8. For the definitive study of the economy and society of the first half

-~ of the nineteenth century, see Charles Sellers, The Market Revolution: Jacksonian
“America, 18151846 (New York, 1991). My appreciation to Professor Sellers for
" his inspiration and teaching.

2. Benjamin Franklin, Observations Concerning the Increase of Mankind, in

- Leonard W. Labaree {ed.), The Papers of Berjamin Franklin (New Haven, Conn,,

1959—), vol. 4, p- 234

3. Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the United States, 1789~1791,
2. vols. (Washington, D.C.), vol. 1, pp. 998, 1284; vol. 2, pp. 1x48—1156, 1162,
2264; Thomas Jefferson to James Monroe, November 24, 180z, in Paul L. Ford

“{ed.), The Works of Thomas Jefferson, 2o vols. {New York, 1892-1899), vol. 9,

p- 317; Felix S. Cohen, Handbook of Federal Indian Law {Albuguerque, N. Mex.,
1958}, pp. 1§3-159.

4. Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism {New York,
1958; originally published in 1930).

5. Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, 2 vols. {New York, 1945;
originally published in 1835), vol. 2, pp. 23, 239, 137. See also Douglass C. North,
The Economic Growth of the United States, 1790-1860 (New York, 1966},

6. See George R. Taylor, The Transportation Revolution, 1815—1860 (New York,
1962).

7. North, Economic Growth, p. 129.

8. James Madison, quoted in Michael Paul Rogin, Fathers and Children: Andrew
Jackson and the Subjugation of the American Indian (New York, 1975), p. 319.

Chapter 4. Toward the Stony Mountains

1. Jefferson to Andrew Jackson, February 16, 1803, in Andrew A. Lipscomb
and Albere E. Bergh (eds.), Writings of Thomas Jefferson, 20 vols. (Washington,
D.C., 1904), vol. 10, pp. 357359, While the title for this subsection comes from
John William Ward, Andrew Jackson: Symbol for an Age (New York, 1955), it
suggests here that Jackson was also another kind of symbol. Richard White’s Roots
of Dependency: Subsistence, Environment, and Social Change among the Choctaws,
Pawnees, and Navajos {Lincoln, Nebr., 1981) is pathbreaking in its comparative focus

443




NOTES

39. Gloria levitas, Frank Vivelo, and Jacquelien Vivelo (eds.), American In-
dian Prose and Poetry {New York, 1974), p. 18¢; Wilkins, Cherokee Tragedy,
P 3x4. .

40. George A. Dorsey, The Pawnee Mythology (Washington, D.C., 1906},
pp. 21—28.

41. White, Roots of Dependency, pp. 172—173; Frances Densmore, Pawrnes
Musie, in Smithsonian Institation, Bureau of Ethnology, Bulletin 93 (Washington,
D.C., 1929), p. 32; Gene Weltfish, The Lost Universe (New York, 1965), p. 203;
Dorsey, Pawnee Mythology, p. z13.

42. Martha Royce Blaine, Pawnee Passage: 1870-1875 (Norman, Okla., xego0},
p. 81.

43. David J. Wishart, “The Dispossession of the Pawnee,” in Annals of the
Association of American Geographers, vol. 69, no. 3 (September 1979), p. 386;

John B. Dunbar, *“The Pawnee Indians: Their Habits and Customs,” Magazine of .

American History, vol. 5, no. 5 (November 1880), pp. 327—328, 331; White, Roots
of Dependency, p. 188.

44. Levitas et 4l. {eds.), American Indian Prose and Poetry, p. 41; John B. Dunbac, _:_
“The Pawnee Indians: Their History and Ethnology,” Magazine of American History, -
vol. 4, no. 4 (April 1880}, p. 275; James R. Mutie, Ceremonies of the Pawnee, in.

Douglas R. Parks {ed.), Smithsonian Contributions to Antbropology, no. 27 (Wash-
ingron, D.C., 1981), pp. 80-82.

45. Dunbar, “Pawnee . .. History,” p. 276.

46. White, Roots of Dependency, p. 172; Densmore, Pawnee Music, p. 5.

47. White, Roots of Dependency, pp. 191—192; Wishart, “Dispossession of the -

Pawnee,” p. 387.

48, Jackson, Third Arnual Message to Congress, 1831, in Richardson (ed.}, -

Papers of the Presidents, vol. 2, p. 545.

49. “The Spirit of the Times; or the Fast Age,” Democratic Review, vol. 33

{September 1853), pp. 260261,

so. Alfred L. Riggs, “What Shall We Do with the Indians?”” The Nation, vok
&7 (October 31, 1867}, p. 356.

s1. Ulysses S. Grant, First Annual Message, 1869, in Richardson (ed.), Papers
of the Presidents, vol. 9, p. 3993.

52. Robert G. Athearn, William Tecumseh Sherman and the Settlement of the
West (Norman, Okla., 1956), pp. 324~325.

53. Francis Amasa Walker, The Indian Question (Boston, 1874}, p. 5; Ira G.
Clark, Then Came the Railroads: The Century from Steam to Diesel in the Southwesz
{Norman, Okla., 1958}, pp. 121, 128,

54. Wishart, “Dispossession of the Pawnee,” p. 390.

55. Levitas et al. (eds.), American Indian Prose and Poetry, p. 229.

56. Wishart, “Dispossession of the Pawnee,” p. 392.

§7. White, Roots of Dependency, p. 201; Blaine, Pawnee Passage, p. 215; Dun-

bar, “Pawnee . . . History,” p. 2§1; Weltfish, Lost Universe, p. 4.

446

NOTES

58. Densmore, Pawnee Music, p. 9o; White, Roots of Dependency, p. 210;

. Blaine, Pawnee Passage, p. 143.

so. Levitas et al. (eds.), American Indian Prose and FPoetry, pp. 210, 224, 222.

6a. Peter Nabokov (ed.), Native American Testimony: A Chronicle of Indian-
White Relations from Prophecy to the Present, 1492-1992 (New York, 1991},
p. 40; White, Roots of Dependency, p. 201; E. L. Sabin, Building the Pacific Railway
(Philadelphia, 19x9}), p. 233.

Chapter 5. No More Peck o’ Corn

1. James Madison, quoted in Michael Paul Rogin, Fathers and Children: An-
drew Jackson and the Subjugation of the American Indian (New York, 1975),
p- 319.

2. David Walker, Appeal to the Colored Citizens of the World (New York, 1565;
originally published in 1829), pp. 72, 93, 34.

3. Leon Litwack, North of Slavery: The Negro in the Free States, 17901860
(Chicago, 1965}, p. 234; William Chambers, Things as They Are in America (Phil-
adelphia, 1854), p. 354. Litwack’s study is the standard work on this subject.

4. Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, 2 vols. (New York, 1945;
originally published in £835), vol. ¥, pp. 373—374.

5. Litwack, North of Slavery, p. 120,

6. Robert A. Warner, New Haven Negroes: A Social History (New Haven, Conn,,
1940), p- 34; Tocqueville, Democracy in America, vol. 1, p. 373; Litwack, North
of Slavery, pp. 66, 98, 155~156; Frank U. Quillan, The Color Line in Ohio: A
History of Race Prejudice in a Typical Northern State {Ann Arbor, Mich., 1913},
p- 553 Thomas F. Gossett, Race: The History of an Idea in America {Dallas, x963),
p- 74

7. Litwack, North of Slavery, p. 164; Richmond Jeffersonian, in Emma Lou
Thornbrough, The Negro in Indiana: A Study of a Minority {n.p., 1957), p. 62.

8. Tocqueville, Democracy in America, vol. 1, p. 373; Eugene H. Berwanger,
The Frontier against Slavery: Western Anti-Negro Prejudice and the Slavery Exten-
sion Controversy (Urbana, Ill,, 1967), pp. 20, 36; Litwack, North of Slavery, p. 77.

9. Thornbrough, Negro in Indiana, p. 163; Litwack, North of Slavery, pp. 149~
150.
10. Litwack, North of Slavery, pp. 153154,

11. Kenneth Stampp, The Peculiar Institution: Slavery in the Antebellum South
{New York, 1956), p. 44; Frederick Law Olmsted, The Slave States {New York,
1959; originally published as A Jowrney in the Back Country in 1860), pp. 176~
177. Stampp’s study is essential for an understanding of the institution of slavery.

12. Solomon Northrup, Twelve Years a Slave (Buffalo, 1853), pp. 166~168.

13. Stampp, Peculiar Institution, pp. 163, 146,

14. George Fitzhugh, “Sociology for the South,” in Harvey Wish (ed.), Ante-
bellum: Writings of George Fitzbugh and Hinton Rowan Helper on Slavery (New

447




NOTES

York, 1960), pp. 88, 89; Bertram W, Doyle, Etiguette of Race Relations in the Soaz@r
(Chicago, x931), p. §54.

15. John Hope Franklin, “The Enslavement of Free Negroes in North Carolma, .

Journal of Negro History, vol. 29 (October 1944), p. 40s.

16. Edward Pollard, Black Diamonds Gathered in the Darkey Homes of the”

South (New York, 1859), pp. §7—58; Benjamin E Perry, in Lillian Kibler, Benjamze

F. Perry: South Carolina Unionist (Durham, N.C., 1946), p. 282; Natchez Free.
Trader, September 20, 1858; Gustave A. Breaux, Diary, January 1, 1859, Breaus -

Papers, Tulane University Library, New Orleans, Louisiana,

17. J. J. Pettigrew, in De Bow's Review, vol. 25 (September 1858}, p. 203; Roger
Pryor, in De Bow’s Review, vol. 24 (June 1858), p. 582.

18. Frederick Law Olmsted, A Journey in the Seaboard Slave States in the Years
1853—1854 with Remarks on Their Economy, 2 vols, {New York, 1904), vol. z,
Pp. 218~239.

19. Galveston News, December 6, 1856; Charleston Mercury, QOctober 20, 1858;
J. G. M. Ramsey to L. W. Sprart, April 23, 1858, Ramsey Papers, University of
North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill, North Carolina,

20. Percy Lee Rainwater, Mississippi, Storm Center of Secession, 1856-186z

{Baron Rouge, La., 1938), p. 12; Charles G. Sellers, Jr., The Southerner as Americax -

{Chapel Hill, N.C., 1960), p. 48; Etnest T. Thompson, Presbyterians in the Soutk,
r607—1861 (Richmond, 1963), p. 533; Galveston News, December s, 1856.

21. De Bow's Review, vol, 14 {x853), p. 276, italics added; William W. Frechling,
Prelude to Civil War: The Nullification Controversy in South Carolina, 1816~1833
{New York, 1966), p. 59.

22. Fredericka Bremer, The Homes of the New World: Impressions of America,
3 vols. (London, 1853), vol. z, p. 451; Frances A. Kembie, Journal of a Residence
on a Georgia Plantation in 1838—183¢9 (New York, 1961; originally published iz
1863}, p. 342; New Orleans Picayune, December 24, 1856,

23. Stampp, Peculiar Institution, p. 87, U. B. Phillips, Life and Labor in the Ol
South (Boston, 1929), p. 276.

24. Raymond and Alice H. Bauer, “Day to Day Resistance to Slavery,” Journai
of Negro History, vol. 27 (1942),pp. 388—419; Stampp, Pecwliar Institution,
pp. 88, 9o; John Dollard, Caste and Class in a Southern Town (New York, 19495
p. 390; Leon Litwack, Been in the Storm So Long: The Aftermath of Slavery (New
York, 1979), p. 221.

25. William Francis Allen et al., Slave Songs of the United States (New York,
1867), p. 48.

26. Sarah Logue to “‘Jarm,” February 20, 1860, and J. W. Loguen to Mrs, Sarah
Logue, reprinted in Boston Liberator, April 27, 1860,

27. Stampp, Peculiar Institution, p. 132; Phillips, Life and Labor in the South,
p. 209; Nat Turner and T. R. Gray, The Confessions of Nat Turner, in Herbers
Aptheker, Nat Turner’s Rebellion {New York, 1968), appendix, pp. 136, 138, 130—
131,

448

NOTES

28. Quoted in Stampp, Peculiar Institution, pp. 100, 127; Eugene Genovese,
Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made {New York, 1974), pp. 300, 318,
602, Genovese’s study offers an understanding of slavery from the viewpoint of the
slaves as men and women.

29. Richard Wade, Slavery in the Cities: The South, 18201860 (New York,

" 1964), p. 39.

30. Wade, Slavery in the Cities, p. 49.

31. U B. Phillips, American Negro Slavery (New York, 1918), p. 408.

32. Wade, Slavery in the Cities, p. 279.

335. Wade, Slavery in the Cities, pp. 245—246; Eugene Genovese, The Political
Economy of Slavery (New York, 196%), p. 226.

34. Genovese, Roll, Jordan, Roll, p. 97; Litwack, Been in the Storm So Long,
pp- 6, 21. This is the best book on what it felt like to be suddenly free.

35. Litwack, Been in the Storm So Long, p. 7; E. Franklin Frazier, The Negro
Eamily in the United States (Chicago, 1939), p. 79; Genovese, Roll, Jordan, Roll,
P 133.

36. Litwack, Been in the Storm So Long, p. 21; Bell Wiley, Southern Negroes,
1861—1865 {New Haven, Conn,, 1938), pp. 72, 70.

37. Litwack, Been in the Storm So Long, p. 12; Genovese, Roll, Jordan, Roll,
pp. 10§, 581.

18. Litwack, Been in the Storm So Long, pp. 19, §9; Edwin D. Hoffman, “From
Slavery to Self-Reliance,” Journal of Negro History, vol. 41 (January 1956), pp. 13—
14.

39. Litwack, Been in the Storm So Long, pp. 144, 135; Wiley, Southern Negroes,
p. 83; Genovese, Roll, Jordan, Roll, p. 101,

40. Angela Y. Davis, Women, Race ¢& Class (New York, 1981), pp. 6, 7, 21;
Toni Morrison, Beloved: A Novel (New York, 1987).

41. Davis, Women, Race & Class, p. 23; Hartriet A. Jacobs, Incidents in the Life
of a Slave Girl, written by berself (Cambridge, Mass., 1987; originally published
in 1857), pp. 77, 27, 55; Mary B. Chesnut, A Diary from Dixie {Cambridge, Mass.,
1961), pp. 21—22.

42. Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (New York,
1968; originally published in 1845}, p. 26.

43. Frederick Douglass, Life and Times of Frederick Douglass (New York, 1889},
pPp- 27-30.

44. Douglass, Life and Times, pp. 76—-78.

45. Douglass, Life and Times, pp. 78—82.

46. Douglass, Life and Times, pp. 75~94.

47. Douglass, Life and Times, pp. 112, 186,

48. Douglass, Life and Times, pp. 124—125.

49. Douglass, Life and Times, pp. 125—~134.

so. Douglass, Life and Times, pp. 140, 142~143.

sx. Douglass, Life and Times, pp. 271~275; Douglass, in Bosfon Liberator,

449




NOTES

June 8, 1849; Douglass’s Monthty, November 1859; Douglass, letrer to John Brown,
in Boston Liberator, November 11, 1859.

$2. Douglass, Life and Times, pp. 440452,

53. Douglass, letter to H. G. Warner, in Boston Liberator, October 6, 1848;
Douglass, in Philip S. Foner {ed.}, The Life and Writings of Frederick Douglass,
4 vols. {(New York, 1550), vol. 1, P- 423; vol. 2, p. 421; vol. 4, pPp. 116, 427;
Rachester North Star, September 15, 1848; Douglass, quoted in Benjamin Quartes,
Frederick Douglass (New York, 1968), p. 33; Douglass, Life and Times, P. §34;
Douglass 1o Francis Jackson, January 29, 1845, Anti-Slavery Collection, Boston
Public Library.

54. Douglass, Life and Times, pp. 284-290; Douglass, “The Future of the Col-
ored Race,” The North American Review, in Foner {ed.), Life and Writings,
vol. 4, pp. 193~196.

55. Douglass, quoted in Frank A, Roflin, Life and Public Services of Martin R.
Delany (Boston, 1883), p. 19; Marrin Delany, Official Report of the Niger Valley
Exploring Party, reprinted in Howard H. Bell, Search for a Place: Black Separatisns
and Africa, 1860 (Ann Arbor, Mich., 1969}, p. 121,

§6. Bell, Search for a Place, p, 121,

§7. Martin Delany, “American Civilization — Treatment of the Colored People
in the United States,” Rochester North Star, March 30, 1849,

58. Student petition to the facuity, December 1o, 1850, Countway Library, Har-
vard Medical School.

59. Records of the Medical Faculty, Vol. 2: Minutes for December 16, 1859;
drafts of letters to the Massachuserss Colonization Society and to Abraham R.
Thompson, Countway Library.

6o. Martin Delany, The Condition, Elevation, Emigration and Destiny of the
Colored People of the United States (New York, 1969; originally published in 1 85z},
PP. 42, 4748, 190, 197-198; Delany, “Political Destiny,” in Rollin, Delany,
p. 358.

61. Delany, “Domestic Economy,” Rochester North Star, March 23, 1849;
Delany, in Rochester North Star, April 28, 1848; Delany, Condition, Elevation,
Emigration, pp. 44—46, 192-199.

62. Delany, “Political Destiny,” pp. 330335, 355.

63. Delany, Condition, Elevation, Emigration, P 44.

64. Delany, Condition, Elevation, Emigration, PP- 329~334, 183, 191, 208, 210.

és5. Delany, Condition, Elevation, Emigration, pp. 48, 49, 6784, 109, 201;
“Platform: or Declaration of Sentiments of the Cleveland Convention,” in Herbert
Aptheker (ed.), A Documentary History of the Negro People in the United States,
2 vols. (New York, 1967), vol. 1, p. 365; Delany, Official Report, p. 32.

66. Delany, Official Report, p. 64.

67. Douglass, Life and Times, PP. 335—316, 365; Delany, in Victor Ullman,
Martin R. Delany: The Beginnings of Black Nationalism (Boston, 1971), p. 312.

68. Herbert Aptheker {ed.), A Documentary History of the Negro People in the

450

NOTES

United States, 2 vols, (New York, 1951), vol. 1, p. 496; James McPherson (ed.),
The Negro's Civil War: How American Negroes Felt and Acted during the War for
the Union (New York, 1965}, p. 14.

69. Litwack, Been in the Storm So Long, p. 117.

7o. Litwack, Been in the Storm So Long, p. 64.

71. Litwack, Been in the Storm So Long, p. 399; McPherson (ed.}, Negro’s Civil
War, pp. 294, 298.

72. Litwack, Been in the Storm So Long, pp. 401~402.

73. La Wanda Cox, “The Promise of Land for the Freedmen,” Mississippi Valley
Historical Review, vol. 45 (December 1958), p. 429; James McPherson, The Struggle
for Equality: Abolitionists and the Negro in the Civil War and Reconstruction
{Princeton, N.}J., 1964), p. 409; Hoffman, “From Slavery to Self-Reliance,”
PP. 22, 27. _ '

74. Joel Williamson, After Slavery: The Negro in South Carolina during Recon-
struction, 1861—1877 (Chapel Hill, N.C., 1965), p. 54; McPherson, Struggle for
Equality, p. 416; Ullman, Delany, p. 342.

75. Jacqueline Jones, Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow: Black Women, Work,
and the Family from Slavery to the Present {New York, 1985), p. 54.

76. “The Life Story of 2 Negro Peon,” in Hamilton Holt (ed.}), The Life Stories
of Undistingnished Americans as Told by Themselves {New York, 1906}, pp. 183
199; Negro folk song, in Edmund David Cronon, Black Moses: The Story of
Marcus Garvey and the Universal Improvement Association {Madison, Wis., 1966),

21
’ 77. C. Vann Woodward, Origins of the New South, 1877-1913 {Baton Rouge,
La., 1951}, p. 112,

78. Paul M. Gaston, The New South Creed: A Study in Southern Mythmaking
{New York, 1970}, p. 147; Broadus Mitchell, The Rise of Cotton Mills in the South
(Baluimnore, 1921), p. 214; Sterling D. Spero and Abram L. Harris, The Black Worker:
The Negro and the Labor Movement (Port Washington, N.Y., 1966), p. 246;
Woodward, Origins of the New South, p. 360; Paul B. Worthman, “Working
Class Mobility in Birmingham, Alabama, 188c—1914,” in Tamara K. Hareven
{ed.), Anonymous Americans: Explorations in Nineteenth-Century Social History
{Englewood Cliffs, N.J., 1971}, p. 175. . .

79. James Creelman, in New York World, September 18, 1895, reprinted in
Louis R. Harlan {ed.), The Booker T. Washington Papers, 4 vols. (Urbana, Il., x975),
vol. 4, pp. 13, 14.

8o. Booker T. Washington, “Atlanta Address,” in Up from Slavery (New York,
1963; originally published in rgor), pp. 153-158; Creelman, in Harlan {ed.),
Booker T. Washington Papers, vol. 4, p. 3.

81. August Meier, Negro Thought in America, 1880—r1915 {Ann Arbor, Mich.,
1966), p. 107.

82, Washington, Up from Slavery, pp. 27, 83, 146; Booker T. Washington, “The
Educational Outlook in the South,” Journal of the Proceedings and Addresses of

451



NOTES

the National Educational Association, Session of the Year 1884, at Madison, Wiz,

{Boston, 1883), pp. 125—130.

83. Litwack, Been in the Storm So Long, p. 399; Rayford Logan, The Neges i -

American Life and Thought: The Nadir, 187p-1901 (New York, 1954).

Chapter 6. Emigrants from Erin

1. Leon Litwack, North of Slavery: The Negro in the Free States, 1790—:%
(Chicago, 1965), p. 163; David R. Roediger, The Wages of Whiteness: Race un
the Making of the American Working Class (London, 1991), p. 134.

2. Kerby A. Miller, Emigrants and Exiles: Ireland and the Irish Exodus to ¥
America (New York, 1985}, p. 105; Kerby Milier, Bruce Boling, and David D
“Emigrants and Exiles: [rish Cultures and Irish Emigration to North America, s=se
1922, Irish Historical Studies, vol. 40 (1980), p. r12; Oliver MacDonagh, «
Irish Famine Emigration to the United States,” Perspectives in American Hisn
vol. 0 {1976), p. 358; Robert L. Wright (ed.), Irish Emigrant Ballads and s
{Bowling Green, Ohio, 1975), pp. 35, 37. Miller's book is filled with arc
based information. Miller has done for the Irish immigrants what Irving Hows
done for the Jewish immigrants in World of Qur Fathers (New York, 1976%
theme of “exile” is emphasized in Miller’s study.

3. Miller et al,, “Emigrants and Exiles,” pp. 100, 99; Wright (ed.), Irish Entig
Ballads, pp. 592, 165, 129.

4. James N. Healy, Irish Ballads and Songs of the Sea (Cork, 1967), p. =5
Lawrence J. McCalffrey, The Irish Diaspora in America (Washington, D.C., 1+
pp. 17-18; Wright (ed.), Irish Emigrant Ballads, p. yo0.

5. Arnold Schrier, Ireland and the American Emigration, 18501900 (New Yook,
1970), P- 45

6. Owen Dudley Edwards, “The American Image of Ireland: A Study of Its Eesis
Phascs,” Perspectives in American History, vol. 4 {1970), p. 236; Miller, Emigrans
and Exiles, p. 32; Wright (ed.), [rish Emigrant Ballads, pp. 96, so.

7. MacDonagh, “Irish Famine Emigration,” p. 366; Miller, Emigrants and Fxis
P- 241,

8. Miller, Esigrants and Exiles, pp. 139, 197, 202; Schrier, Ireland and Amerizes
Emigration, p. 95.

9. Miller, Emigrants and Exiles, pp. 34, §3; Hamilton Holt, “Life Story
Irish Cook,” in Holt {ed.}, Life Stories of Undistinguished Americans as Toid i
Themselves (New York, 1906), p. 144.

10. Miller, Emigrants and Exiles, p. 281.

i1. Wright (ed.}, Irish Emigrant Ballads, p. 46.

12. Miller, Emigrants and Exiles, pp. 285—287; Michael Kraus, [mmigraszas,
The American Mosaic (New York, 1966}, p. 130; Schrier, freland and Anterizas
Ermigration, p. 42; Wright {ed.), Irish Emigrant Ballads, p. 3.

13. Oscar Handlin, Boston’s Immigrants: A Study in Acculturation (New Yok,

EEEE

e

452

NOTES

1968), p. 513 MacDonagh, “Irish Famine Emigration,” pp. 431, 407; Miller, Erm
igrants and Exiles, p. 298.

14. DaleB. Light, Jr., “The Role of Irish-American Organizations in Assimilation
and Community Formation,” in B J. Drudy (ed.), The Irish in America: Emigration,
Assimilation and Impact (New York, 1985}, p. r17.

15. McCaffrey, Irish Diaspora, pp. 71, 72; Wright (ed.), Irish Emigrant Ballads,
P. 126,

16. MacDonagh, “Irish Famine Emigration,” pp. 403, 410—411.

17. Hasia R. Diner, Erin’s Daughters in America: Irish Immigrant Women in
the Ningteenth Century (Baltimore, 1983); Miller, Emigrants and Exiles, P 360,
Diner’s study is an excellent example of the ways women’s history can illuminate
general understanding of immigration,

18. Stephan Thernstrom, Poverty and Progress: Social Mobility in a Nineteenth
Century City (Cambridge, Mass., 1964), p. 27; Michael B. Buckley, Diary of a Tour
# America (Dublin, 1886), p. 142; Miller, Emigrants and Exiles, p. 3183 McCaffrey,
irish Diaspora, p. 71.

1y. Carl Wittke, The Irish in America (Baton Rouge, La., 1956), pp. 32—33;
Buckley, Tour in America, p. 164; Wright (ed.), Irish Emigrant Ballads, p. 533.

20, Wright (ed.), Irish Emigrant Ballads, p. 539; Wittke, Irish in America, p. 3.

a1. Wittke, Irish in America, p. 37; Diner, Erin’s Daughters, p. 6o; Elizabeth
Gurley Flynn, I Speak My Own Piece (New York, 1955), p. 20; Miller, Emigrants
and Exiles, p. 267,

22. Miller, Emigrants and Exiles, p. 318; Anne Halley, “Afterword,” in Mary
Doyle Curran, The Parish and the Hill (New York, 1986}, pp. 230-231; Kerby
Miller, “*Assimilation and Alienation: Irish Emigrants’ Responses to industrial Amer-
ica, 1871—1921," in Drudy (ed.), Irish in America, p. 105.

23. Frederick Rudolph, *Chinamen in Yankeedom: Anti-Unionism sn Massachu-
setts in 1870, American Historical Review, vol. 53, no. 3 {October 1947}, p. 10

24. The Nation, vol. 1o {June 23, 1870), p. 397,

25. William Shanks, “Chinese Skilled Labor,” Seribner’s Monthly, vol. 2 (Sep-
tember 1871), pp. 495—496.

26, The Nation, vol. 1o (June 30, 1870}, p. 412; Rudolph, “Chinamen in Yan-
keedom,” p. 23,

27. Frank Norton, “Our Labor System and the Chinese,” Scribuer’s Monthly,
vol, 2 {May 1871), p. 70.

28. Roediger, Wages of Whiteness, pp. 133, 146; Michael B. Katz, The Irony of
School Reform: Educational Innovation in Mid-Nineteenth Century Massachusetts
{(Boston, 1972}, pp. 124, 120=~121, 123, 41—43, 172, 88; Herbert G. Gutman, Work,
Culture & Society in Industrializing America (New York, 1977), pp. 1-27, 713
Stanley K. Schultz, The Culture Factory: Boston Public Schools, 1789—1860 (New
York, 1973), p. 2433 Herbert G. Gutman, The Black Family in Slavery and Freedom,
1750-1925 (New York, 1976}, p. 299, Litwack, North of Slavery, p. 163.

29. Halley, “Afterword,” p. 27; Thernstrom, Poverry and Progress, p. 27;
Schultz, Culture Factory, p. 289; Katz, Trony of School Reform, pp. 182—-183, 43.

453




NOTES

Oral Narrative,” in Alelaida R, Del Castillo (ed.), Bertween Borders: Essays on
MexicanalChicana History {Encino, Calif., 1990), p. 183; Elizabeth Martinez and
Ed McCaughan, “Chicanas and Mexicanas within 2 Transnational Working Class,”
in Del Castillo (ed.), Between Borders, p. 47.

33. Galarza, Barrio Boy, pp. 261~262; Gamio, Mexican Immigrant, p. 56.

34. Gamio, Mexican Immigrant, p. 86; Reisler, Sweat of Their Brow, p. 89.

35. Laura H. Parker, “Migratory Children,"” National Conference of Social Work
Proceedings (1927), p. 304; California Commission of Immigration and Housing,
Annwal Report (1927}, p. 18; see also Reisler, Sweat of Their Brow, pp. 84, 85.

36. Reisler, Swear of Their Brow, p. 235.

37. Reisler, Sweat of Their Brow, p. 240.

38, Weber, *Mexican Women on Strike,” pp. 186, 192.

39. Gamio, Mexicarn Irmmigrant, pp. 149, 147.

40, Montejano, Anglos and Mexicans, p. z50.

41. Gamio, Mexican Ismigrant, p. 177.

42. Montejano, Anglos and Mexicans, pp. 226—227, 221, 194.

43. Sarah Deutsch, No Separate Refuge: Culture, Class, and Gender on an Anglo-
Hispanic Frontier in the American Southwest, 1880-1940 (New York, 1987),
p. 141; Rosalinda M. Gonzalez, “Chicanas and Mexican Immigrant Families, 1920~
1940 Women’s Subordination and Family Exploitation,” in Lois Scharf and Joan
M. Jensen {eds.), Decades of Discontent: The Women’s Movement, 1920-1940
{Westport, Conn., 1983}, p. 66.

44. Montejano, Anglos and Mexicans, pp. 192—193; Taylor, American-Mexican
Frontier, p. 194.

45. Montejano, Anglos and Mexicans, p, 160; Garcia, Desert Immigrants,
p. 117,

46. Taylor, American-Mexican Frontier, p. zo4; Galarza, Barrio Boy, p. 211,

47. Gamio, Mexican Immigrant, pp. z22~223; Garcia, Desert Immigrants,
p- 125.

48. Gamio, Mexican Immigrani, pp. 44, 132; Deutsch, No Separate Refuge,
p. 139; George Sanchez, * ‘Go After the Women’: Americanization and the Mexi-
can Immigrant Woman, 1915-1929,” in DuBois and Ruiz (eds.), Uregual Sisters,
p. 260,

49. Reisler, Sweat of Their Brow, pp. 152, 155.

so. Reisler, Sweat of Their Brow, pp. 153, 155, 156, 205.

51. Reisler, Sweat of Their Brow, p. 156.

52. “Present and Future,” Saturday Evening Post, vol. zoz (March 15, 1930),
p. 28; “Singling Out Mexico,” New York Times, May 16, 1930.

53. Taylor, American-Mexican Frontier, p. 289; Garcila, Desert Immigrants,
Pp- 104, 101.

54. Reisler, Swear of Their Brow, pp. 169, 207, 173.

55. Reisler, Sweat of Their Brow, pp. 176, 175.

56, Reisler, Sweat of Their Brow, p. 13,

57. Taylor, “Songs of Mexicarn Migration,” pp. 232—233.

480

NOTES

58. Hoffman, Umvanted Americans, Pp. 47, 84; Tuylor, “Songs of Mexican
Migration,” pp. 212-233.

59. Camarillo, Chicanos in a Changing Society, p. 163; Hoffman, Unwanted
Americans, p. 95,

6o. Carey McWilliams, “Getting Ric of the Mexican,” in Wayne Moquin (ed.)
A Documentary History of the Mexican Americans {New York, 1972),
Reisler, Sweat of Their Brow, p. 203.

61. Galarza, Barrio Boy, p. 200.

62. Camarillo, Chicanos in a Changing Society, p. 62; Galarza, Barrio Boy,
p. 206; Arnold De Leon, The Tejano Communiry, 1836—1900 {Albuquerque, N.
Mex., x98z2), pp. 180—181.

63. Gamio, Mexican Immigrant, p. 28; De Leon, Tejano Community, p. 160.

64. Camarillo, Chicanos in a Changing Society, p. 169; Galarza, Barrio Boy,
p. 201,

65. De Leon, Tejano Community, p. 65; Galarza, Barrio Boy, p. 201.

66, Gamio, Mexican Immigrant, p. z6.

67. Galarza, Barrio Boy, p. 239.

é8. Galarza, Barrio Boy, pp. 12, 19, 23, 42,

6g. Galarza, Barrio Boy, pp. 137, 49.

70. Montejano, Anglos and Mexicans, p. 31; Gamio, Mexican Immigrant, p. 13;
Reisler, Sweat of Their Brow, p. 113.

71, Gamio, Mexican Immigrant, pp. 182, 104.

72. Galarza, Barrio Boy, p. 183; Camarillo, Chicanos in a Changing Society,
P. 14g; Garcia, Desert Immigrants, PP- 228~229; Gamio, Mexican Immigrant,
P. 94.

73. Galarza, Barrio Boy, p, 1.

bl

p. 297;

Chapter 13. To the Promised Land

1. Zora Neale Hurston, Jonab’s Gourd Vine (New York, 1990; originally pub-
lished in 1934), pp. 147-148; song, in Chicago Defender, May 28, 1917, quoted
in Allan H. Spear, Black Chicago: The Making of a Negro Ghetto, r8s0—1920
{Chicago, 1967), p. 135.

2. Gilbert Osofsky, Harlem: The Making of a Gherro, Negre New York, 1890—
1930 (New York, 1966), p. 17. This is the best book on the subject.

3. Emmett ], Scott, Negro Migration During the War (London, 920}, pp. 41,
48; Florette Henri, Black Migration: Movement North, r9co—1920 {(New York,
1976), p. 723 Arna Bontemps and Jack Conroy, Anyplace but Here (New York,
1945), p. 163.

4. Scott, Negra Migration, pp. 42—43.

5. Bontemps and Canroy, Anyplace but Here, p. 163; Zora Neale Hurston, Dust
Tracks on a Road (New York, 1991; eriginally published in 1942}, p. 7: Langston
Hughes, “New York,” Phylon, vol, 11,00, 1 (1950}, p. 14; Henri, Black Migration,
P51

481



NOTES

6. St. Claire Drake and Horace R. Cayton, Black Merropolis: A Study of Negro
Life in a Northern City (New York, 1962}, vol. 1, p. 60; Ray Stannard Baker, “The
Negro Goes North,” World’s Work, voi. 34 (July 1937), p. 315,

7. Spear, Black Chicago, p. 135, Scott, Negro Migration, pp. 17-18. The studies
by Spear and also Drake and Cayton are the standard works for the black community
of Chicago.

8. Emmett J. Scott (ed.), “Letters of Negro Migrants of 1916-18,” Journal of
Negro History, vol. 4 (July and October 1919}, p. 413.

9. Scott (ed.), “Lerters of Negro Migrants,” p. 459; Spear, Black Chicago,
p. 133; Baker, “Negro Goes North,” p. 314.

10. Osofsky, Harlem, pp. 24, 26.

11. Osofsky, Harlem, pp. 21, 24—25.

12. Spear, Black Chicago, p. 137.

13. Osofsky, Harlem, pp. 21, 22; Ray Stannard Baker, Following the Color Line
(New York, 1964; originally published in 1908), p. 112; Baker, “Negro Goes North,”
p. 316; Bontemps and Conroy, Anyplace but Here, p. 163.

14. Osofsky, Harlem, p. 23; Scott, Negro Migration, p. 31; Scotr {ed.), “‘Letters
of Negro Migrants,” pp. 329, 438, 298.

15. Osofsky, Harlem, p. 21; Richard Wright, “Introduction,” in Drake and
Cayton, Black Metropolis, p. xvii; Toni Morrison, Jazz (New York, z9g9z),
pp- 33, 7

16. Baker, “Negro Goes North,” p. 319.

17. Spear, Black Chicago, pp. 136—137; Hurston, Jonah’s Gourd Vine, p. 151.

18, James R. Grossman, Land of Hope; Chicago, Black Southerners, and the
Great Migration (Chicago, 1989), p. 110; Osofsky, Harlem, p. 31. Grossman’s is a
human porsrait of these migrants in Chicago.

19. Scott, Negro Migration, p. 102.

20. Drake and Cayron, Black Metropolis, p. 177.

21, Spear, Black Chicago, pp. 22, 140, 202.

22. Spear, Black Chicago, pp. 269, 210.

23, Drake and Cayton, Black Metropolis, p. 181,

24. Spear, Black Chieago, pp. 29, 39

25. Spear, Black Chicago, pp. 151, 157-158.

26. Drake and Cayton, Black Metropolis, p. 305.

27. Drake and Cayton, Black Metropolis, p. 306.

2.8. Spear, Black Chicago, p. 163.

29. Spear, Black Chicago, p. 211.

30. Spear, Black Chicago, p. 213.

31. Drake and Cayton, Black Metropolis, p. 66.

3z2. Claude McKay, “If We Must Die,” in Langston Hughes and Arna Bontemps
(eds.), The Poetry of the Negro, 1746-1949 (Garden City, N.Y,, 1951}, p. 333,

33. Spear, Black Chicago, p. 2x; Drake and Cayton, Black Metropolis, p. 8o

14. Osofsky, Harlem, pp. 94, 95.

482

NOTES

35. Osofsky, Harlem, pp, 1051710,

36. Osofsky, Harlem, pp. 105, 130, 122,

37- Osofsky, Harlem, p. 136.

38. Osofsky, Harlems, pp. 127, r22; Edmund David Cronon, Black Moses: The
:Story of Marcus Garvey and the Universal Negro Improvement Association (Mad-
ison, Wis., 1966), p. 70. Cronon’s biography is a useful nasrative.

39. Marcus Garvey, “The Negro's Greatest Enemy,” Current History, vol. 28
{September 1923), pp. 951—953,

40. Garvey, “Negro’s Greatest Enemy,” PP- 953-954-

41. Cronon, Black Moses, p. 208,

42 Cronon, Black Moses, pp. 176, 19, 63, 68; Amy Jacques-Garvey (ed.), The
Philosophy and Opinions of Marcus Garvey (New York, 1925}, p. 140. ,

43. Cronon, Black Moses, pp. 52, 114.

44. Garvey, “Negro's Greatest Enemy,” p. ¢55; Cronon, Black Moses, pp. 136,
142.

45. Cronon, Black Moses, p. 136.

46. Osofsky, Harlem, pp. 123, 128.

47. Nathan Huggins, Harlem Renaissance (New York, 1971), p. 24; Osofsky
Hatlem, p. 181, ’ ,

48. Langsten Hughes, The Langston Hughes Reader (New York, 1958), p. 369.

49. Robert Bone, The Negro Novel in America {(New Haven, Conn., 1958§)
p- 453 Hughes, Hughes Reader, p. 341, ,

50. Bone, Negro Novel, p. 53; Huggins, Harlem Renaissance, p. 58,

51. Huggins, Harlem Renaissance, p. 59; Hughes, I, Too, Sing America,” in
Hughes and Bontemps {eds.), Poetry of the Negro, p. 57. ’

52, Langston Hughes, “The Negro Artist and the Racial Mountain,” The Nation
vol. 122, no. 3181 (June 23, 1926), PP. 652-694. ,

53. Hughes, “Negro Artist and Racial Mountain,” pp- 692—694.

54. Hughes, “Afro-American Fragment,” in Hughes and Bontemps (eds.} Poetry
of the Negro, p. 1o02; Huggins, Harlem Renaissance, ppP- 179, 82.

55. Hughes, “The Negro Speaks of Rivers,” in Hughes and Bontemps (eds)
Poetry of the Negro, pp. 105—106. ’

s6. Claude McKay, Home to Harlem (New York, 1928}, pp. 44, 15, 106, 156
160--187. ’ o

§57. McKay, Home to Harlem, pp. 226-129, 267.

58. Arna Bontemps, “Introduction,” in Jean Toomer, Cane (New York, 194g9;
originally published in 1924}, p. viii. , ,

59. Toomer, Cane, pp. 17, 82, 21.

so. Toomer, Cane, pp. 8~13, s1-67,

61. Toomer, Cane, p. 71,

62. Toomer, Cane, pp. 51~130.

63. Toomer, Cane, pp. 157-238, 191.

64. Darwin Turner, “Introduction,” in Jean Toomer, Cane (New York, 1975,

>

483




NOTES

oniginally published in 1924}, p. x; Bontemps, “Introduction,” pp. xiti—xv; Hughes,
Hughes Reader, p. 380,

65. Hurston, Dust Tracks on a Road, p. 121; Robert E. Hemenway, Zora Neale
Hurston: A Literary Biography (Urbana, Ill., 1977}, p. 3.

66. Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eves Were Watching God {(New York, 1978;
originally published in 1937), p. 34.

67. Hurston, Their Eves Were Watching God, pp. 31, 29, 30, 38.

68. Hurston, Their Eves Were Watching God, pp. 48, 49, 87, 110, 111,

69. Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God, pp. 146, 171, 1712.

7o. Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God, pp. 192, 218, 236, 284.

71. Hurston, Dust Tracks on a Road, p. 151.

72. Hughes, Hughes Reader, p. 383.

73. Harvard Sitkoff, A New Deal for Blacks: The Emergence of Civil Rights as
a National Issue: The Depression Decade (New York, 1978), pp. 35, 36. Sitkoff’s
study and Raymond Wolters, Negroes and the Grear Depression: The Problem of
Economiic Recovery {(Westport, Conn., 1970), are the two most useful books on the
subject. )

74. Sitkoff, New Deal for Blacks, pp. 37, 39

75. Wolters, Negroes and the Great Depression, pp. 91, 92,

76. Sitkoff, New Deal for Blacks, pp. 54, 55, 56—57. .

77. Francis L, Broderick, W, E. B. DuBois: Negro Leader in a Time of Crisis
{Stanford, Calif., 1968), p. 18¢; Wolters, Negroes and the Great Depression, p. 250.

78. Sitkoff, New Deal for Blacks, pp. 251, 252, 254; Wolters, Negroes and the
Great Depression, pp. 236—240, 258; Broderick, DuBois, pp. 165~179.

79. Sitkoff, New Deal for Blacks, pp. 179, 183, 186.

8o. Sitkoff, New Deal for Blacks, pp. 69, 72, 97, 95.

Part IV: The Ashes at Dachau

1. M. F Ashley Montagu, Man’s Most Dangerous Myth: The Fallacy of Race
(New York, 1942), pp. 179—180; Ruth Benedict and Gene Weltfish, The Races of
Mankind (New York, 1941), p. 31.

2, Gunnar Myrdal, An American Dilewma: The Negro Problem and Meodern’

Democracy (New York, 1962; originaily published in 1944), pp. 1004, 1021.

3. Richard Polenberg, One Nation Divisible: Class, Race, and Etbnicity in the
United States since 193 8 (New York, 1980), pp. 47, 71; Myrdal, American Dilemma,
p. toog; Harvard Sitkoff, A New Deal for Blacks: The Emergence of Civil Rights
as a National Issie: The Depression Decade (New York, 1978), p. 311,

4. Arthur Hertzberg, The Jews in America (New York, 1989), p. 294; “The
Hidden Heroes,” New York Times, December 7, 1991.

5. James H. Cone, Martin & Malcolm & America {New York, 1991, p. 5.

6, Perry Miller, Errand into the Wilderness (New York, 1964), pp. 1—15; Howard
M. Sachar, A History of the Jews in America (New York, 1$92), pp. 487, 535,

484

NOTES

Ronald Sanders, Shores of Refuge; A Hundred Years of Jewish Emigration {New
York, 1988), p. 513; Hertzberg, Jews in America, p. 299.

7. Hertzberg, Jews in America, p. 299; Aaron Zeitlin, in Irving Howe, World of
Qur Fathers: The Journey of the East European Jews to America and the Life They
Found and Made (New York, 1976), p. 626.

8. jonathan Kaufman, Broken Alliance: The Turbulent Times berween Blacks
and Jerws in America (New York, 1589), p. 50; Lou Pouer, Liberators: Fighting on
Tivo Fronts in World War 11 (New York, 1992), p. 242.

9. Chester Tanzka, Go for Broke: A Pictorial History of the Japanese American
1ooth Infantry Battalion and the 442d Regimental Combat Team (Richmond, Calif.,
1982), p. 117,

1o, Interview with Rudy Tokiwa, September 6, 1992; Report on Japanese Amer-
icans in Jerusalem, reunion between members of the 44znd Regiment and former
Dauchau inmates, CBS News, May 3, 1992.

Chapter 14. Through a Glass Darkly

1. Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians, Persomnal
Justice Denied: Report of the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment
of Civilians (Washington, D.C., 1982), p. 265.

2. Commission on Wartime Relocation, Personal Justice Denied, pp. 269, 270,
272,

3. Lawrence Fuchs, Hawaii Pono: A Social History (New York, 1961), p. 302;
Andrew Lind, Hawai’s japanese: An Experiment in Democracy (Princeton, N.J.,
1946}, p. 64.

4. Jacobus tenBroek, Edward Barnhart, and Floyd Matsor, Prejudice, War and
the Constitution: Causes and Consequences of the Evacuation of the Japanese Amer-
icans in World War I (Berkeley, Cakif., 1974), p. 117; Bradford Smith, Americans
from Japan (Philadeiphia, 1948), po. 17:1~172; Lind, Hawaii's Japanese, p. 3.

5. Dennis Ogawa, Kodomo no tame ni: For the sake of the children (Honotulu,
1978), pp. 279~280; Lind, Hawaii’s Japanese, p. 42.

6. Commission on Wartime Relocation, Personal Justice Denied, pp. 55, 64,
73

7. Commission on Wartime Relocation, Personal Justice Denied, pp. 56, 71~7z,
80; Lind, Hawaii’s Japanese, p. 40; Roger Daniels, Concentration Camps USA:
lapanese Americans and World War JI (New York, 1971), p. 62; tenBrock et al,
Prejudice, p. 753 Gary Y. Okihiro and Julie Sly, “The Press, Japanese Americans,
and the Concentration Camps,” Phylon, vol. 44, no. 1 (1983), pp. 66—69.

8. tenBroek et al, Prejudice, pp. 79-8c.

9. tenBroek et al,, Prejudice, p. Ro.

10, tenBrock et al, Prejudice, p. 83; Commission on Wartime Relocation, Per-
sonal Justice Denied, pp. 70—71.

11, Commission on Wartime Relocation, Personal Justice Denied, pp. 78, 79.

485




