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Dante in the USA: a Survey of Contemporary American Critical Perspectives on the
Divine Comedy.

OBJECTIVES: The seminar aims to provide the basis for an appreciation of some prominent American
dantisti—such as John Freccero, Robert Hollander, Giuseppe Mazzotta, Teodolinda Barolini, etc. It will
begin by analyzing the work of their most influential forerunner, Charles Singleton, flushing out some key
aspects of his hermeneutics—for example, his particular allegorical approach to the poem—and
underscoring the fundamental differences that hermeneutics introduces with respect to Italian dantology. In
the second phase of the seminar, a series of close readings of the works of the aforementioned dantisti will
lead students to appreciate both continuity and originality with respect to Singleton. The student, especially
if not fluent in English, may benefit from some prior knowledge of Charles Singleton’s works on Dante,
most of which are available in translation.

PROGRAM: The seminar will meet from 05/15 to 05/25.

TEACHING METHOD: The seminar consists in a series of lectures conducted entirely in English.
Questions and discussions are always welcome. There will be reading assignments, which students will be
expected to do before class. Handouts with the highlights of each lecture along with a glossary will be
provided beforehand.

LESSON PLAN

« L. May 15. Introduction. Understanding the American reception of Dante’s
Divine Comedy: Dante in translation (verse translation & prose translation of the
poem); reference works / websites; other preliminaries.

+« II. May 18. The Singletonian lesson: Charles Southward Singleton
«»+ III. May 23 John Freccero, Robert Hollander
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« IV. May 25 Teodolinda Barolini, Giuseppe Mazzotta
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