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thesis format



Explore carefully the research

expertise and thesis topics of your

professor (unipd website, their

articles, etc.)

Use Unipd thesis archive to know

more

Remember: any Unipd professor can 

be a supervisor

thesis topic 



proposing a thesis to your supervisor



 Research questions
present a study’s

aims in the form of
questions that the
research seeks to

answer.

Research 
topic

aim of the
Research 

Research
Questions

 Research aims
state the purpose

of a study.
i.e. aim to examine the
experiences of young

people with Type 1
diabetes in living with
and managing their

condition. 

i.e. ‘How do young people
with Type 1 diabetes

respond to the
challenges associated
with managing their

condition?’

A research topic is
a subject or issue
that a researcher
wishes to study. 

i.e. Health
psychology and 

diabetes studies

research questions



Abstract (250 words in english)
Extended summary (1 page in italian)
Preface
Introduction
Research Questions 

Literature review1.
Methodology2.
Case study3.
Results4.
Discussion of the Results5.

   Conclusions and reccomandations for future research 
   Bibliography
   Annexes

After you have identified
your research questions
and Aim, structure your
table of contents. The

structure may change over
time, but it will be an

important guide for keeping
things organized.

table of contents



preface

The topic of the thesis
(what): present a clear

argument to your reader. 

What is the motivation for exploring
this topic?

 why this topic?
What we don’t know? (gap in

knowledge) and what we want to do?
What we are now showing?



INTRODUCTION

What we know about the
topic? why this topic?
What we don’t know?
(gap in knowledge) and
what we want to do?
What we are now
showing?

gENERAL BACKGROUND 
and motivation

PROBLEM STATEMENT, aim of the
research an research questions

 structure of the research



Synthesis and interpretation
of published work
Understanding the broader
context of a research topic
and identify where your
research fits into the
existing body of work. 

State of the art/ Literature review/ theoretical framework1.

Theory: Citing all key studies for
your topic (focused)

Clear indication of how the
review links to your research

questions



State of the art/ Literature review/ theoretical framework1.

When writing a literature
review section, it is important
to draw connections among

multiple sources and focus on
synthesizing insights into a

coherent narrative or series
of arguments.

Ex
am

ple
 -
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hiz

za
li t

he
sis



2. Methodology

Detailed methodology
used to conduct research
- research design -
(quantitative/qualitative/
creative/mixted
methods)

participants Photovoice

Data
collection Survey

semi-
structured
interviews

focus group

ethics / 
Positionality

ethnography



2. Methodology

discuss it in

advance with

your supervisor

and be realistic!



3. Case study (optional)

Describe your case study
(i.e. population of the
area, the economy of the
area, the geo-politics of
the area..)



3. results / dATA aNALYSIS

Describe the results of
the research in a
manner consistent with
the literature review
and methodology. 

Do not use literature that is not

in the state of the art or

methods that you have not

discussed in the methodology

section. 

But also don't use references

that are not reflected in the

empirical section.



4. discussion of the results 

Discuss the results
obtained and how they
dialogue with our
research questions. 

Limits
 

Research
question

Discussion of
the results



conclusions

What we know about the
topic? 

 What did we do and in
what way?

What conclusions?

gENERAL BACKGROUND 

PROBLEM STATEMENT, THE AIM,
your research and results

further research



INTRODUCTION / conclusions

What we know about the
topic? 

  what did we do and in
what way?

What conclusions?

gENERAL BACKGROUND 

What we know about the
topic? why this topic?
What we don’t know?

(gap in knowledge) and
what we want to do?

What we are now
showing?

gENERAL BACKGROUND 
and motivation

PROBLEM STATEMENT and aim of
the research

cONNECTING PROBLEM
STATEMENT TO THE AIM and
structure of the research write

introductio
n

and conclusio
n

at the e
nd!

PROBLEM STATEMENT, THE
AIM, your research and
results

further research



ABSTRACT

bACKGROUND/
lITERATURE REVIEW

AIMS

mETHODOLOGY

RESULTS

CONCLUSIONS Ex
am

ple
 -

 C
hiz

za
li t

he
sis



ABSTRACT
Write clearly and concisely
A good abstract is short but impactful, so make sure
every word counts. Each sentence should clearly
communicate one main point.

To keep your abstract or summary short and clear:
Avoid long sentences: Substitute longer expressions
for concise expressions or single words
Avoid obscure jargon: The abstract should be
understandable to readers who are not familiar with
your topic.
Avoid repetition and filler words
Avoid detailed descriptions: An abstract is not
expected to provide detailed definitions, background
information, or discussions of other scholars’ work.
Instead, include this information in the body of your
thesis or paper.



ABSTRACT (article)

bACKGROUND/
lITERATURE REVIEW

mETHODOLOGY

CONCLUSIONS

AIMS

RESULTS



Abstract: In this paper I will argue X.
Introduction: X.

Conclusion: I argued X.



Today we will:
Try to write question research, aim of the
research, abstract of our thesis 

or

Try to write an article abstract



for the next time:
w

atch this



BIBLIOGRAPHY
Books: Surname, Name initials (year), Book title,
City of publication: Publisher, Number of pages
(only if a section is quoted) 

Pallino, P. (2012), A hard life, Timbuktu: Brousse édit. 

Articles: Surname, Name initials (year), ‘Article title,’
Journal title, issue/volume/section, number of
pages 

Pallino, P. (2012), ‘Life is Beautiful,’Cahiers du Sahel, LX,
p. 12-18. 

 in alphabetical order  
consistency of style in the
bibliography
consistency of style with notes
different ways of bibliographising
articles, books, chapters...
webibliography is separate from
the final bibliography
include access dates (for sites)
include DOI if available for articles



BIBLIOGRAPHY
Bibliography 
Craig, L., & van Tienoven, T. P. (2019), ‘Gender, mobility and parental shares of daily travel with and for
children: A cross-national time use comparison’, Journal of Transport Geography, 76, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jtrangeo.2019.03.006
Datta, A. (Ed.). (2020). Routledge handbook of gender and feminist geographies. London: Routledge.
de Madariaga, I. S., & Zucchini, E. (2019). ‘Measuring Mobilities of Care, a Challenge for Transport Agendas’In C. L. Scholten & T. Joelsson (Eds.),
Integrating Gender into Transport Planning: From One to Many Tracks, New York: Springer International Publishing. 
Dean, L., Churchill, B., & Ruppanner, L. (2021), ‘The mental load: Building a deeper theoretical understanding of how cognitive and emotional labor
overload women and mothers’, Community Work & Family, 25, https://doi.org/10.1080/13668803.2021.2002813

Webibliography 
Data Europa, Honest charts: Ethics and integrity in data visualisation https://data.europa.eu/en/publications/datastories/honest-charts-ethics-
and-integrity-data-visualisation (last consultation 07/03/2024 10.00 a.m.)
Istat, Il numero delle vittime e le forme di violenza https://www.istat.it/statistiche-per-temi/focus/violenza-sulle-donne/il-
fenomeno/violenza-dentro-e-fuori-la-famiglia/il-numero-delle-vittime-e-le-forme-di-violenza/ (last consultation 02/10/2025 4.30 p.m.)



BIBLIOGRAPHY
WHERE I can find bibliography?

in the bibliography of other papers, articles, books, chapters
I read an article, I check the journal and see past issues and articles on
the journal’s website
editor’s website (i.e. https://www.jstor.org/
orhttp://www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com/products/collections/index.htm
google scholar http://scholar.google.com



NOTES AND REFERENCES
(author, year, page)

“Hello everyone” (Acetino, 2025, p. 4).
..when she welcomes people at the seminar

(Acetino, 2025, p.4).
As Acetino (2025, p.4) said: “hello everyone”.

Acetino (2025) wrote about welcoming practices.

Style consistent with the final bibliography
after a direct quotation with the page
numbers
after a paragraph in which there is a
paraphrase of the text, with page numbers
after a word or a sentence to quote
something broad could be without page
numbers
after a surname only the year



NOTES AND REFERENCES: Plagiarism

"The process or practice of using another person's
ideas or work and pretending that it is your own"

(Cambridge Dictionary)

Against the University rules

Possible consequences as it is legally sanctioned

Professors have tools to detect plagiarism and AI-
generated texts





App and software
endnote zotero



At the end

Once your thesis is written,
review it thoroughly. Ensure
formatting requirements are
met, including font size, line
spacing, and page numbering.
Submit your thesis according

to your university’s
guidelines 



Today we will:

Try to add quote to an article

Try to use zotero



Thank you and good luck!
francesca.acetino@phd.unipd.it


