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Photovoice

hotovoice 1s an mnovative participatory action
research (PAR) method based on health
promotion principles and the theoretical
literature on education for critical consciousness,
femimnist theory, and a community- based approach to
documentary photography. It codifies the goals of
mvolving community members 1 taking pictures.
telling stories, and mforming policy makers about
1ssues of concern at the grassroots level (Wang &
Burris, 1994). 7
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Participatory action research, photovoice, diversity, and immersive learning comprised the most
important aspects of the Community Colleges and Diversity graduate course taught during the
2014 spring semester. This project involved eight graduate students, five community college stu-
dents, three community college administrators, and one university assistant professor. Through a
description of the course-based photovoice project, articulation of the findings, and a discussion
about the project s larger impact as it related to students’ educational experiences and community
collaborations. this work vrovides evidence of the power of vhotovoice—emvloved as student-led

Taking a Closer Look at Photovoice as a
Participatory Action Research Method

Kathleen C. Sitter

To cite this article: Kathleen C. Sitter (2017) Taking a Closer Look at Photovoice as a

Participatory Action Research Method, Journal of Progressive Human Services, 28:1, 36-48, DOI:

10.1080/10428232.2017.1249243

To link to this article: https://doi.org/10.1080/10428232.2017.1249243

Fhaworraics v 2 proces by which peopis can
Kb, MEETENTL, G RIS ST S AT

Frowgh a :.mthﬁm;;l'uph:ﬂhﬂ;fh
Fopan of te lonpaame of ldpk Peoscwsion
Fropact wer oo anak i s ood wormes Jeing ora

XN LT Anm Arpor 54
iu-n-ruwda'l- mﬂ:&m
ar a wey A geowewme sher amappler ond

mmmmww
Froup Jinnnse sho therr phossgrmper ood 0
mack polcy mokery awd’ s Poader pubdc
abour tomery of concemn o bamabesr propde The
aaThn appmach s phosTraicr. an pmoanee
parracipann’ anes el mebad o' on
hzabr promonm n e e SEwrorwod

trmzary o oo pn sl CoERTSEIELE

iwlling oo, and' ooy makarn
d-::glmi.rql'ma':hrmrm.'.
Tbr mancer donrbr ond aman=e Bir prence
ST ommmnnr i bl promstion
DTCOETT ST A PSS proseT
EEA anckn r mon videshl poape ond
ducuer smplicesam e pracecs

Who Knows the
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and Community

Action Through
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It all started in Padova
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Rossella

Ho 51 ANNI EVENCO DA PADOVA.

MNella mia vita ho cambiato tantissimi lavori. Ho lavorato in una fabbrica di
calzature per molto tempo, poi quando ho perso quel lavoro ho cominciato
afare le pulizie, ma con quello che guadagnavo non potevo piu
permettermi una casa. Decisi di affittare una stanza, ma presto non ebbi pitt
neanche la possibilita di pagarmi quella. Allora ho preso le ultime cose che
avevo e ho iniziato a camminare. Passavo molto tempo alla Caritas,
soprattutto durante le ore del pranzo. Poi cercavo qualche evento gratuito
organizzato dall’'Universitd, ma in linea di massima restavo in centro a
Padova. Ho avuto due grandi problemi quando passavo in giro per molto
ternpo: i servizi igienici e le mie gambe. || primo perché mi sono accorta che
per entrare in un bagno pubblico devi sempre avere qualche moneta in
tasca. Il secondo perché ho preso cosi tanto freddo dormendo per strada che
ho perso la sensibilitd ai piedi. Sapere dove andare a dormire di notte ti
restituisce un minimo di decoro e di sicurezza. Ora vivo in una casa del

Comune con altre persone ed ho un piccolo lavoro.

| AM 51 YEARS OLD AND | COME FROM PADUA.

I've had a lot of jobs in my life. | worked in a shoe factory for a long time, then
when | lost thatjob | started cleaning, but with what | earned, cleaning could
no longer afford me a home. | decided to rent a room, but soon | didn't even
had enough for that. So | took the last few things | owned and just started
walking. | spent a lot of time at Caritas, especially for lunch. | would try and
go looking for any free events organized by the University, but really | just
stayed in the city centre. | had two big problems being homeless for long
periods of time: toilets and my legs. The first, because | learnt that to use a
public toilet here you always have to pay, which means having at least a few
coins in your pocket. The second, because | would get so cold sleeping on the
street at night that | lost feeling in my feet. Knowing where you’'ll be able to
sleep at night gives you basic dignity and security. Now | live in a council

house with other people and | have a little job.
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And then | came to visit my

home town- Tel Aviv,
and thought- 1 want to

bring this project home!
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“THE FIRST HUMAN RIGHT IS TO
SPEAK IN ONE’S OWN VOICE”

Karlene Faith, Canadian human rights activist
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We all have the need to tell the world who we are. We all want
to be understood.
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Se isenzatetto diventano fotografi
¢ raccontano le loro storie di strada

Inaugura domenica alla Libreria Zabarella la mostra delle immagini scattate da chi non ha cas

Elvira Scigliano
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A little taste from my
thesis...
(still working on it)




"Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate
for the health and wellbeing of himself and his family,
including food, clothing, housing and medical care and

necessary social services"

Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. (United Nations, 1948)
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Israel
Tel Aviv




There are many things to
talk about, but I will focus
upon one aspect- so next
time you talk about
homelessness remember

this aspect




Who is a homeless person?
How can we count them?

The definition of homelessness is not merely a statistical or a technical
statement, but a political and value stance. The subject of homelessness is politically
sensitive; the choice of the definition of who is homeless determines who will be

recognized and receive institutional support (Peressini et al., 1995). The Issue of

guantitative extent of homelessness is often controversial and hotly debated at

the
ocal,

regional and national levels. There is a tendency for those responsible for policies
and the funding of services to underestimate the extent in order to minimise public
responsibilities and to keep the problem they are expected to deal with manageable. On
the other hand, pressure groups tend to overestimate the number of homeless
people in order to increase their political relevance and the resources made available to

them (Busch-Geertsema, 2010, p.28).



How many homeless
people there are in
Padova?




According to Istat (2014), there are 9,149 homeless people in the region of North-
Fast Italy. According to Castellani (2005), in Veneto region there are a total of 1,211

homeless people, among them 300 in Padova

(but when I interviewed a social worker from cosep)

Paolo: "I know about 1000 anyway .. Also because Padua ... that is, t
but then there are all the provincial villages, right? People come here
can't find ...

Nis is the city,

Decause they



and in Israel

"The state declares about 2000 'street-tenants' and another 500-1000 people that
it does not know about. It means that the state is working with around 2000 ana
recognizes that there are around 3000. In some very inaccurate calculation I did,

there are between 11,000-32,500 homeless people in Israel".

Shmulik Scheintuch



When we talk so much about

numbers, it's important to

recognize the people behind
these statistics




That was a surprise for me. It's

the first time | do something like

that. When you live something it
changes you- your thoughts,
your feelings. This experience

gave me things | have lost in the
past- the sense of normality.

This is why | didn't want to take

photos of the pain, but ne more
poetic, focus the good things

too”
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