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This course is about how postcolonial thought occasions the reconsideration of the 
Western tradition of political philosophy and the discovery of alternative pathways of 
modernization within it. Of central interest is the rethinking of the idea of social and 
political change together with the idea of the self-transformation of the individual. 
These two sides are reconsidered through the lens of Kant and Marx in dialogue with 
postcolonial thinkers, and Gandhi. The course is organized in two parts. The first part 
inquires into the meaning of history and social change through the confrontation of 
Chakrabarty and Marx. The second part inquires into self-transformation, or what 
Kant calls the “revolution inside,” by putting Kant and Gandhi in dialogue on 
autonomy and self-knowledge. 
 
 
The course will be organized as a discussion seminar.  
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